Las 


EW 


ow 


GAZETTE OF THE 
REGULAR 





JOURNAL. 





AND VOLUNTEER 
FORCES. 











VOLUME VII. —NUMBER 20 >. 





WHOLE NUMBER 332. 


NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 1870. 


SIX DOLLARS PER YEAR, 
SINGLE COPIES, FIFTEEN CENTS. 











— STE SE rn 





Publication Office, Ne. 39 Park aw. 


CONTENTS OF NUMBER TWENTY. 














aang and Stationary Tur- |The Binnacle List.........-.+ 306 
Pecceceeregersesscoscrees 301) The Torpedo seinsoesen aces sae 
oy ce ccenessecccocccoes 302) Positive Rank for the Staft.. 

Abstract of Special Ordersis- |A Very Small Stroke of Luck. 307 
sued from the Adjutant-Gen- |Organizaticn of Infantry...... 307 
eral’s Office for the week (|The Naval Board............. 307 
ending December 22, 1869...302! A Christmas Tree..........+. 307 
Courts -Martial...........0+00.! 308| Mr. Grimes’s Bill.......0.-00. 307 
Army Personal........«se0«+: 303|The Late mens A Stanton. ..308 

Arm — weccceccvecccees 304/ Editorial Paragraphs.......... 

The Navy...cccccsccccece «0+ +04 |The Story of the Seventh Regi 
Various Naval Matters..... ver MOB vncvces ccwnasesevesess 310 
Navy Gazette........-...++d 304) Improved Accoutrements..... 310 
Bill to Reorganize Naval Staff ‘Edwin M. Stanton............ 310 





OOFBBccccccccccnsescccsosecs 305) Breech-Loading System....... 311 
Letter from Mr. James B. (One Secret of Indian Wars...312 
Ta dcurane des cesessosesene 305'The National Guard......... 312 








ROTATING AND STATIONARY TURRETS. 
HE advocates of the rotating turret probably 
expected that our article relating to the 
Moyini Zaffer and the monitor system would bring 
out the opponents of that system in reply. Up 
to the present time, however, we have received 
but one communication on the subject, and that 
from Mr. Eaps, of St. Louis. Much to our sur- 
prise, even Mr. Eaps does not advance a single 
point which was not disposed of in our original 
article. According to this communication, which 
we give in another place, the ‘‘System of Naval 
Defence,” published by Mr. Eaps about two years 
ago, was not intended to prove that an invulner- 
able monitor turret cannot be built, but simply 
that the fixedturret which he proposes is superior 
to those of the small class of monitors, built of 
light plates, at the beginning of the late war. 

“*T was not,” he says, ‘‘ ignorant of the fact that 
the Dictator’s turret rests wholly on its four inner 
courses of plating; nor did I state, as you would 
make your readers believe, that her turret could 
be stopped by a shot swelling her turret-plates 
downward tothe deck. I did not mention the 
name of the Dictator in this connection, but said 
this was one of the accidents to which the moni- 
tors were liable.” A monitor, then, according to 
Mr. Eaps’s idea, is a different structure from our 
Dictators and Kalamazoos. We are not disposed 
to quarrel with Mr. Eaps’s distinction, but we be- 
lieve that the monitor system is none the less per- 
fect, because the original small craft—which 
served us so effectually during the war—possessed 
defects' which in laterstructures have been near- 
ly overcome, and which in future structures may 
be wholly removed. We alluded to the adoption 
of solid plating for the thin plates which we were 
compelled to employ during the war, owing to the 
inability of our iron works to produce thick 
plates. 

In support of our assertion that American ex- 
perts, who had written about turrets, do not under- 
stand the subject, and evidently are ignorant of 
the most important facts connected therewith, 
we stated in our article that shot could not strike 
the base of the pilot-house of the Dictator, be- 
cause the turret-wallof that vessel (we might 
have added the turrets of the Kalamazoo class) 
is carried tosuch a height that shot cannot thus 
strike. The objection raised by Mr. Eaps, that 
shot striking the lower part of the turret-wall 
might cause a swelling of the plating which would 
stop the turret, we disposed of by explaining that 
the outer portion of the Dictator turret, eleven 
inches thick, did not reach the deck at all, and 
therefore could not possibly, even if swelled, in- 
terfere with the rotation of the turret. Mr. Eaps, 
in his present communication, does not attempt to 
controvert our demonstration that these cardinal 


309| to separate the Dictator from the ‘‘ monitor sys- 


objections, ct in his ‘System of Naval Defence,” 
are wholly groundless as regards the Dictator. 
It was not this vessel, it appears, but the original 
batch of small monitors, which Mr. Eaps criticised. 
‘¢ No one can read my report,” he says, ‘* without 
seeing that the monitor system, and not the Dic- 
tator, was under discussion.” Although unable 


tem,” we are gratified to learn that the objections 
raised by Mr. Eaps have been removed in the 
Dictator and Puritan class, and consequently in 
the Kalamazoo class of turrets. 


Satisfied with our correspondent’s candid ad- 
mission, that the downward swelling of the plat- 
ing near the bottomof the turret is harmless in 
the Dictator turret, we proceed to a further con- 
sideration of the important point urged in the 
‘¢ System of Naval Defence,” the stoppin g of the 
rotation of the turret by shot striking the base of 
the pilot-house. On this point, the author of the 
‘¢ System ” does not directly admit his error. As 
we have just said, the turret-wall is carried to 
such a height that it ‘protects the base of the 
pilot-house by intercepting shot, the trajectory of 
which is such that, if unobstructed, they would 
strike the junction of the turret-roof and pilot- 
house. Mr. Eaps cannot fail to comprehend the 
adequacy of this expedient for preventing the 
supposed danger to the base of the pilot-house. 
A frank admission, as in the case of the swelling 
of the turret-plating, would have been more ap- 
propriate than quoting the reports of Captains 
Drayton and Downes, as to what happened to 
the unprotected base of the lightly-constructed 
pilot-house of the Passaic and the Nahant. 

On referring to these reports concerning the pi- 
lot-houses, we observe that Mr. Eaps has italicized 
the words ‘bent it over,” employed by Captain 
Drayton. The commander of the Passaic had no 
idea of saying that the pilot-house, as Mr. Eaps 
appears to suppose, had bent over: the top of the 
wall had simply bent over by the effect of a glanc- 
ing shot, causing an opening between the top of the 
pilot-house and its wall. This singular error of 
Mr. Eaps has probably been noticed by our young 
friends at West Point and the Naval Academy. 
The staggering fact that the pilot-house had 
‘¢ bent over” from the terrific force of a Confeder- 
ate missile will not, we are confident, shake their 
faith in dynamic laws as taught by their instruct- 
ors. At the same time, they fully understand that 
a projectile, to do much harm, must strike with a 
velocity of some 700 feet per second, at which rate 
it passes through a space of one foot in less than 
the seven hundredth part ofasecond; while a body 
propelled by a force equal with its own weight, 
would, from asiate of rest, not pass through the 
one thousandth part of an inch in that short space 
of time. Accordingly, the young students know 
that nearly the whole dynamic energy of the shot 
will be expended in upsetting the projectile and 
indenting the plate, leaving but an inconsiderable 
force to move the pilot-house out of its place. 
Under these circumstances, would it not be quite 
natural if they did not listen with entire gravity to 
the proposition that a pilot-house weighing 80,000 
pounds, held in place by a 14-inch wrought-iron 
shaft, will slide along the turret-roof, or be cap- 
sized and “lost overboard,” by the impact of a 


projectile ? 


opposite the ends of the gun-slides, would cause 
binding and general internal derangement, our 
readers will remember, we have before disposed of 
by explaining that the slides do not reach the turret- 
wall. Mr.Eaps’s communication being silent on 
this question, we infer that he yields the point. 
The base-ring, which was attached to the small 
monitors because the thin turret-plating was found 
inadequate—a matter to which Mr. Eaps devotes 
much space—we deem it waste of time to discuss. 
All that need be said is, that the Dictator and Kal- 
amazoo class of turrets were built on a plan requir- 
ing no ring at the base. | These turrets are com- 
posed of two distinct cylinders of plate iron, the 
inside cylinder being four inches, and the outside 

one six inches thick, the intermediate space being 

filled with a series of broad wrought-iron ‘vings 

five inches thick, excepting the bottom one, which 

is six inches thick—the lower part of one course of 

plating being left out, to admit of , increased 

thickness. For the future, we still better 

by constructing each cylinder of and-a-half- 

inch solid plating, bolted firmly together. The ca- 

pacity of our first-class monitors to carry 15-inch 

thickness of plating being practically established— 

while the substitution of solid plating is easy— 

we claim that our rotating turret system carries 

with it an impregnable battery. 

The subject of wooden monitors we do not in- 
tend to discuss, nor have we ever advocated that 
system. We may observe, however, that since 
the conclusion of our war, not a single wooden 
monitor has been built by the naval powers on the 
Baltic, who have already twenty iron monitors 
afloat. 

We now come to the last objection urged 
against the rotating monitor turret, viz: the “ dan- 
gerous ” junction between the base and the deck. 
Now there is no point connected with the monitor 
system that is more imperfectly understood than 
this. Critics all point to the disastrous conse- 
quences of shot striking at that junction; but they 
do not appear to comprehend the practical merits 
of the expedient of rotating the turret on a flat 
ring, level and parallel with the deck. It is sus- 
ceptible of demonstration that, owing to this pecu- 
liar feature, the preservation of an exact cylindri- 
cal form of the turret becomes immaterial. It will 
be readily understood that if the turret-wall were 
forced in, say two inches, by a heavy projectile, 
the base would still form a perfect joint with the 
flat deck ring. Indeed, a partially oval turret 
would work upon a broad flat ring, as well as one 
that is perfectly cylindrical. The often-repeated 
argument of the opponents of the rotating turret, 
that a shot may possibly strike the exact point of 
junction with the deck, we do not regard as formi- 
dable. It must be conceded that a slightly-in- 
clined projection round the turret, at a distance of 
about a foot, would deflect any shot the course of 
which points to the angle formed by the deck and 
the turret. We are advised that the constructor of 
the Dictator was prepared, in case of conflict with 
naval powers, to surround the base of the turrets 
of our first-class monitors with slightly-inclining 
segments composed of wrought slabs, secured to 
the deck. It needs no demonstration to show 
that the inclined surface of such wrought-iron seg- 
ments interposes a barrier which absolutely pre- 
vents shot from striking the base of the turret. 








The. assumption that shot, striking the turret 


The most formidable projectile yet produced, the 
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Palliser pointed chilled shot, is wholly powerless 


when deflected by armor inclining some 10 deg. or 
15 deg. to its line of flight. Accordingly, the ap- 
plication of the proposed inclined wrought seg- 
ments round our rotating’turrets renders it prac- 
tically impossible to hit their junction with the 
deck. Thus do we remove the bugbear which 
superficial observers have created. 

With reference to the fixed turret advocated by 
Mr. Eaps, we have only space to observe, that 
constructors of the greatest experience object to 
fastening the turret-wall to the deck, as he pro- 
poses. It is contended that the expected perfect 
security is imaginary, since the effect of a heavy 
projectile striking near the junction of the turret- 
wall and the deck will, owing to the rigid nature 
of the connection, inevitably produce fracture and 
.eak, unless enormous strength be resorted to. Re- 
garding the horizontal range obtained by this sys- 
tem, a mere cursory examination of the plan 
shows that the proposed twelve port-holes, 
grouped in six pairs, and the turn-table for moving 
the two guns from port to port, are a most imper- 
fect substitute for rotating the entire turret. It 
willbe readily understood that, before pointing 

a selection of port-holes must be made; 
i, ust be ascertained which pair face the 
enemy. It will therefore, and evidently, frequently 
° that two pair will so nearly face alike 
that the selection will be difficult. Now, in ac- 
tion, there is no time for nice selections. The op- 
potient, with his rotating turret unembarrassed by 
atiy such considerations as the selection of port- 
holes, will be making excellent practice; hence 
most likely pair of ports must be hurriedly 
; the guns run in to Clear the ports; the 
turn-table gear put in motion and the table moved 
until thé guns are fait forthe ports selected; the 
guns be prun out; and lastly, the training gear 
put in opetation. The enemy meanwhile has pos- 
sibly movéd ahead so fast that he cannot be 
reached. The guns, refusing to assume the needed 
acute angle forward, must again be run in, the 
turn-table put in motion, and the complicated pro- 
cess just described repeated. All being ready for 
a fresh aim, another disappointment may yet be 
experienced, because the adroit opponent, acquaint- 
ed with the shortcomings of the fixed system, has 
slackened his speed. The guns now train too far 
ahead. A third selection of ports mnst then be 
qgmade—this time, let us assume, successfully, the 
ports facing the enemy exactly right; but now he 
may be so far away that the sighting the guns be- 
comes impossible, in consequence of the line of vis- 
jon which passes over the ample breech of a 15- 
inch gun, through the small circular port-hole, 
dipping plump into the sea. A sight under the 
breech will then be tried, but that points over 
the enemy’s masthead. The investigation need 
not be pursued any further, and for the present 
we take leave of Mr. Eanps’s“‘ System of Naval 
Defence.” 








A CORRESPONDENT at the Artillery School, Fort Mon- 
roe, Va., sends us an account of a theatrical entertain- 
ment given there on the evening of December 2ist, by 
the officers and ladies of the garrison. The characters 
were sustained by the Misses Barry, Captain and Mrs. 
Howe, Captain and Mrs. Field, Mrs. Piper, Mrs. Kil. 
bourne, Major, Mrs., and Miss Cushing, Miss Chevers, 
Colonel Elder, Major Turnbull, Major Graves, Lieuten- 
ants Potts, Reynolds, Richmond, and Dr., Mrs., and Miss 
Holder. Major Sanger also took a part, but his services 
were devoted to grranging the stage for each scene, and 
to him was mainly due the great success of the enter- 
tainment. There was a full house, and every one 
seemed much pleased. General Barry very kindly ex- 
tended invitations to the sergeants of the command, and 
those of them who are blessed with wives were allowed 
to bring them. After the tableaux came a hop. The 
Artillery School band added much to the pleasure of 
the occasion. Under the leadership of Professor Giac- 
chetti, they discoursed some delightful music. 








Finer Lieutenant James P. Richardson, U. 8. Army, 
has been detailed as judge-advocate of a general court- 
martial convened at Fort Brown, Texas, vice Major De 
Witt Clinton, judgeadvocate U. S. Army, relieved. Bre- 
vet Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas M. Anderson, major 
Tenth U. 8. Infantry, is relieved as member of the same 
court-martial. 


‘THE ARMY. 


A DETACHMENT Of sixty-two recruits for the Tenth 
Cavalry left the cavalry depot, Carlisle Barracks, Penn., 
December 22, 1869, en route to Fort Leavanworth, Kan- 
sas. The detachment is commanded by Captain Deane 
Monahan, Third Cavalry. 


In accordance with instructions from the lieutenant- 
general commanding the Military Division, the military 
reservation of Fort Bridger is reduced to an area of four 
square miles, and the reservations of Fort McPherson, 
Neb., and Camp Douglas, Utah, are announced. 





BREVET Major-General Reynolds, commanding Fifth 
Military District, in General Orders No. 229, announces 
to his command a successful scout against hostile In- 
dians. Nov. 24, 1869.—Captain E. M. Heyl, Ninth U. 
8. Cavalry, with twenty enlisted men of Companies F 
and M, Ninth U. 8. Cavalry, struck the trail of a small 
party of Indians on the South Fork of the Llano River, 
and in a few hours surprised theircamp. Two Indians 
escaped. Captain Heyl killed one Indian in a personal 
conflict, but was himself severely wounded in the left 
side with an arrow. Seven animals and the entire trap- 
pings of the camp were captured. This is the third oc- 
casion within the year that the good conduct and gal- 
lantry of Captain Heyl have been brought to the atten- 
tion of the commanding general. 





In General Orders Orders No. 88 and 89, Headquarters 
Department of Dakota, Major-General Hancock says: 
“ Hereafter all charges and specifications against any 
person in the military service of the United States, serv- 
ing in this department, must be submitted for the su- 
pervision and action of the department commander, 
prior to being brought to trial before a general court- 
martial. All general courts-martial now in session or 
existence in this department, by virtue of orders from 
these headquarters issued prior to October 22, 1869, 
are hereby dissolved. The practice prevailing at some 
of the posts in this command, of reducing non-commis- 
sioned officers to the ranks, by post commanders, ‘ sub- 
ject to the approval of the regimental commander,’ be- 
ing an assumption of authority not recognized by regu- 
lations, will be discontinued. The action of the regi- 
mental commander must not be anticipated.” 





BREVET Major-General Reynolds, commanding Fifth 
Military District, State of Texas, announces to hiscom- 
mand another successful expedition against hostile In- 
dians—organized by Brevet Brig.-Gen. Ranald 8. Mac- 
kenzie, colonel Twenty-fourth U. 8. Infantry, command- 
ing the Sub-District of the Pecos—in which the conduct 
of the troops and Tonkawa Indian scouts is deserving of 
commendation. October 28 and 29, 1869.—An expedition 
composed of detachments of Companies B, E, F,G, L, and 
M, Ninth U.S. Cavalry, from Forts Clark, McKavett, 
and Concho, with four guides, joined at Phantom Hill, 
Texas, by a detachment from Companies D and F, Fourth 
U. 8. Cavalry, and twenty Tonkawa scouts from Fort 
Griffin—under orders from Brevet Brigadier-General 
James Oakes, colonel Sixth U. 8. Cavalry, commanding 
the Sub-District of the Brazos, to co-operate with the 
main party—a total force of one hundred and ninety- 
eight persons, uncer the command of Brevet Major 
John M. Bacon , captain Ninth U.S. Cavalry, near the 
head waters of the main Brazos River, was attacked 
while encamped by a large body of Kiowa and Coman- 
che Indians, estimated at three hundred. After an en- 
gagement lasting four hours the enemy was driven from 
the field, and scattered in every direction. October 29th. 
—The pursuit was continued, and in the afternoon the 
Indian camp was discovered and destroyed. During the 
two fights fifty Indians were killed and many wounded, 
and seven women and children captured. Fifteen horses 
were killed and fifty-one captured. The loss on the 
part of the troops was eight men wounded, and two 
horses killed and twelve wounded. The command left 
Fort Concho, October 10th, and returned via Fort Grif- 
fin to Concho, about the 15th ultimo, having marched 
upward of six hundred miles. Several night marches 
were made, the Indians having burned the grass from 
the prairies, and there being no water. The officers en- 
gaged under Brevet Major Bacon were Captain Am- 
brose E. Hooker, Brevet Captain and First Lieutenant 
Frederick W. Smith, and First Lieutenant Byron Dawson, 
all of the Niath U.S. Cavalry ; First Lieutenant George 
E. Albee, Twenty-fourth U. 8. Infantry, who command- 
ed the detachment of Company L, Ninth Cavalry; 
and First Lieuten ant Peter M. Boehm, Fourth U.S§. 
Cavalry, commanding the detachment from the Fourth 
Cavalry and the Tonkawa Indian scouts. 





In General Orders No. 54, Headquarters Department 








Major-General Schofield thus records his commendation 
of the conduct of his officers and mex in an. encounter 
with the Indians referred to last week : “ The gallantry, 
skill, and perseverance of First Lieutenant H. B. Cush- 
jng, Third U. 8. Cavalry (commanding), Second Lieu. 
tenant F. Yeaton, Third Cavalry, and the non-commis. 
sioned. officers and soldiers (thirty-one in number) of 
Troop F, of the same regiment, during & recent pur. 
suit of and engagement with a band of hostile Indians 
who had stolen a large herd of cattle on the ‘ Rio Hondo, 
New Mexico, deserve especial mention and commenda 
tion from the major-genera] commanding. Lieutenant 
Cushing’s command started from Fort Stanton, N. M., 
in pursuit of the robbers at 5 P. M.on the 14th ult, 
marching that night and the following morning to 
Casey’s Ranche on the ‘ Rio Hondo’ (where the cattle 
had been stolen), and taking the trail of the Indians 
near that point, followed it hotly over an exceedingly bro- 
ken and difficult country—the march impeded by storms 
of rain and snow until about noon of the 18th ult., when 
he Indiane were overtaken in a deep and narrow canon 
of the Guadalupe Mountains. They numbered about 
one hundred warriors. An immediate attack was made 
upon them, and after a sharp fight of nearly three hours’ 
duration, they were entirely defeated, with the loss of 
a number killed and wounded. One Indian was cap- 
tured. The greater portion of the stolen cattle were re- 
covered and thirty horses and mules were taken. The 
casualties to the troops were two men wounded. During 
the pursuit the command marched (day and night) two 
hundred miles before striking the Indians—one hundred 
and twenty consecutive miles of this distance without 
water for the men or animals, and returned to Fort Stan- 
ton on the 23d ult., after a march of about four hundred 
miles, without the loss of a horse or pack-mule. Lieut, 
Cushing’s report highly commends Lieutenant Yeaton 
for coolness and gallantry during the fight, and states 
that all of the men behaved well. Special mention is 
also made of First Sergeant John Mott and Sergeant 
Francis Coolbaugh, Troop F, Third Cavalry, for bravery 
and good conduct.” 


ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 
(Issued from the Adjutan'-General’s Office for the week ending De- 
cember 27, 1869.) 
Wednesday, December 22d. 


THE leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant Wil- 
liam J. Volkmar, Fifth U. 8. Cavalry, in Special Orders 
No. 179, September 13, 1869, from Headquarters Depart- 
ment of the Platte, is hereby extended forty days. 

With the assent of the commanding officer of the post 
where his company is stationed, Brevet Captain Albion 
Howe, first lieutenant, Company A, Fourth U.S. Artille- 
ry, will continue on duty at Fort Monroe, Virginia. 
Special Orders No. 292, Paragraph 15, December 9, 1869, 
is accordingly revoked. 

Captain George B. Carse, unattached, is hereby de- 
tailed for duty in the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands, and will report to Brevet Major-Gen- 
eral Howard, Commissioner of that Bureau, for assign- 
ment to duty as Assistant Superintendent of Education 
in the State of Fiorida. 


Thursday, December 23d. 

By direction of the President, Brevet Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Adam Badeau, captain U. 8. Army (retired), is as- 
signed to duty in the city of Washington. This order 
to date from the 6th instant. 

Upon the recommendation of the Paymaster-General, 
the following changes in the stations of officers of the 
Pay Department are hereby made. They will repair 
without delay to the Headquarters of their respective 
Departments under this assignment and report to the 
commanders thereof: Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Simeon 
Smith, paymaster, relieved from duty as chief paymaster 
Department of Louisiana. Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel 
George L. Febiger, paymaster, relieved as chief pay- 
master Department of the Cumberland, and assigned as 
chief paymaster Department of Louisiana. Brevet Colo- 
nel Augustus H. Seward, paymaster, assigned to the 
Department of the Cumberland as chief paymaster of 
that Department. 

By direction of the Secretary of War, Major Isaac 8. 
Stewart, paymaster, will proceed without delay to the 
Fifth Military District and report in person to the com- 
manding general. 

By direction of the Secretary of War, the pay of First 
Lieutenant E. C. Henshaw, unattached, will be stopped 
until he has accounted for subsistence funds, stores, and 
property received December 31, 1868, from First Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Blair, Fifteenth U. 8. Infantry, and for 
subsistence stores received in January, 1869, from Brevet 
Major-General A. Beckwith, major and commissary of 
subsistence. 

The leave of absence on surgeon’s certificate of disa- 
bility granted Brevet Captain H. H. Baldwin, first lieu- 
tenant Fifth U. 8. Artillery, in Special Orders No. 259, 
December 16, 1869, from Headquarters Department of 
the East, is hereby extended four months on surgeon’s 
certificate of disability. 

Friday, December 2Ath. 

By direction of the Secretary of War, the period for 
which Captain D. M. Sells, unattached, was directed to 
report in this city for duty in connection with the_set- 
tlement of his accounts, b Orders No. 268, Par- 
agraph 1, November 10, , from this office, is hereby 











of the Missouri, Saint Louis, [Mo., |December 15, 1869, 


By direction of the Secretary of War, Second Lieuten- 
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ant William 8. Mackay, late Twenty-ninth U. 8S. Infan- 
try, will be reported on waiting orders, to date from the 
2ist inst. ; 

First Lieutenant W. W. Daugherty, unattached, is 
hereby relieved from recruiting service and will await 
orders. 

By direction of the Secretary of War, the sum of three 
hundred and seven dollars and fifty cents will be stopped 
against the pay of Captain W. A. Wainwright, assistant 
quartermaster, being the amount paid by him to certain 
civilians employed at Fort Brown, Brownsville, Texas, 
contrary to orders from Headquarters Fifth Military Dis- 
trict. 

Upon the recommendation of the Chief of Engineers, 
the following changes in the stations and duties of offi- 
cers of the Corps of Engineers are hereby made: First 
Lieutenant Clinton B. Sears, relieved from the command 
of the detachment of engineers at the U. 8. Military 
Academy, West Point, New York, and from duty with 
the Battalion of Engineers, and, upon the expiration of 
the leave of absence granted him in Special Orders No. 
115, November 11, 1869, from the U. 8. Military Acade- 
my, will report to Major W. McFarland, Corps of Engi- 
neers, at Painesville, Ohio, for duty under his immedi- 
ate orders, Second Lieutenant F. A. Mahan will relieve 
Lieutenant Sears of the command of the detachment of 
engineers on duty at the Military Academy. 

Leave of absence for thirty days is hereby granted As- 
sistant Surgeon C. 8S, De Graw, brevet major. 

[Special orders were not issued on Saturday, the 25th, 
and Monday, the 27th inst., the department being closed 
on those days. | 











ARMY PERSONAL. 





ASISTANT Surgeon William R. Steinmetz, U. 8. Army, 
was ordered, December 10th, to Fort Griffin, Texas. 

LEAVE of absence for twenty days was, December 
28d, granted Captain E. C. Bowen, U. 8. Army, Depart- 
ment of the Missouri. 

LEAVE of absence for twenty days was, December 
15th, granted Brevet Major-General Edward Hatch, col- 
onel Ninth U. 8. Cavalry, Fifth Military District. 


First Lieutevant Robert G. Heiner, First U. 8S. Infan- 
try, was relieved, Dec. 13th, from duty in the Fifth Mili- 
tary District, and ordered to proceed to join his regiment 
in the Department of the Lakes. 

BREVET Lieutenant-Colonel Edmund Rice, first lieu} 
tenant U. 8. Army (unattached), has been ordered to re 
port in person, without delay, to the commanding officer, 
post of Jackson, Miss., for company duty. 

BREVET Major W. H. Gardner, assistant surgeon U. 
8. Army,,was ordered, Dec. 18th, to proceed to Fort In- 
dependence, Boston Harbor, Mass.,and report to the 
commanding officer for duty as post surgeun. 


LEAVE of absence for twenty days, with permission 
to apply to the Headquarters of the Division for an ex- 
tension of ten days, was granted Second Lieutenant J. 
M. K. Davis, First U.§. Artillery, Dec. 20th. 


SECOND Lieutenant J.S. Bishop, Thirteenth Infantry, 
was ordered, Dec. 20th, to proceed via Chicago, Ill., 
Omaha, Neb., and Corinne. Utah Territory, to Fort Ben- 
ton, M. T., and report for duty with his company (B). 


BREVET Major-General Henry J. Hunt, colonel Fifth 
U. 8. Artillery, has been ordered to make an inspection 
of the companies of his regiment stationed in the De- 
partment of the East, at such time as he may find most 
convenient. 

LEAVE of absence for twenty days, with permission to 
apply to the Adjutant-General of the Army for an exten- 
sion of thirty days, was, December 15th, granted Second 
Lieutenant H. F. Winchester, Sixth U. 8. Cavalry, Fifth 
Military District. 

LEAVE of absence for twenty days, with permission to 
leave the limits of the Fifth Military Districi and to ap- 
ply to the Adjutant-General of the Army for an extension 
of ninety days, was, December 14th, granted Captain 
Isaac F. Moffatt, Ninth U. 8. Cavalry. 


CapTaIn E. B. Kirk, assistant quartermaster U. 8. Ar- 
my, was ordered, December 20th, to proceed from Atti- 
ca, Indiana, to Leavenworth City, Kansas, for the pur- 
pose of appearing as a witness in the case of Wheeler 
and Wanless versus The United States. 

BREVET Major Placidus Ord, first lieutenant U. S. A., 
was relieved, Dec. 21st, from duty as acting assistant 
quartermaster and acting commissary of subsistence at 
Corinth, Miss., and ordered to report in person at the 
Headquarters Fourth Military District. 

LEAVE of absence for twenty days, with permission to 
leave the limits of the Fifth Military District and to ap- 
ply to the Adjutant-General of the Army for an exten- 
sion of ninety days, was, December 14th, granted to Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Gilbert E. Overton, Sixth U. 8. Cavalry. 


LEAVE of absence for twenty days, with permission to 
leave the limits of the Fifth Military District and to ap- 
ply to the Adjutant-General of the Army for an exten- 
tion of forty days, was, December 14th, granted Brevet 
Captain B. F. Grafton, second lieutenant Eleventh U. §. 

try. 

BrREVET Lieutenant-Colonel Peter C. Hains, captain 
Corps of Engineers, was ordered, December 20th, to pro- 
ceed to Fort Leavenworth, : Kansas, for the pnrpose of 
selecting twenty-five recruits from those which may be 
disposable at that depot, for Company E, Engineer Bat- 
talion, U. 8. Army. 

lzave of absence for twenty days, on account of 
Wounds received in action with Indians, with permission 
to leave the limits of the Fifth Military District and to 
apply to the Adjutant-General of the Army for an exten- 
sion of days, was; December 14th, granted Captain 
Edward M. Heyl, Ninth U. 8. Cavalry. 

ON surgeon’s certificate of disability, leave of absence 
for] twenty days, with permission to leave the limits of 





the Fifth Military District and to apply to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army for an extension of four months, 
was, December 16th, granted First Lieutenant Edward 
Donovan, adjutant Twenty-fourth U. 8. Infantry. 


BREVET Lieutenant-Colonel W. W. Barrett, first lieu- 
tenant Sixteenth Infantry, has been assigned to duty as 
acting assistant quartermaster and acting commissary 
of subsistence of the post of Natchez, Miss.,in addition 
to his present duties—relieving Brevet Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel George M. Love, second lieutenant Sixteenth Infan- 
try. 

SrconD Lieutenant Sumner H. Bodfish, Sixth U. 8. 
Cavalry, having been appointed regimental adjutant of 
the Sixth U. 8. Cavalry, vice Hill (resigned), by the 
regimental commander, was ordered, December 11th, 
to proceed without ‘delay to Fort Richardson, Texas, 
and report in person to his regimental commander. 


THE following officers were registered at the Head- 
quarters Fifth Military District during the week ending 
December 13th: First Lieutenant Henry Sweeney, U. 8. 
Army ; First Lieutenant W. R. Steinmetz, assistant sur- 
geon U.S. Army ; Brevet Major Alexander Moore, cap- 
tain U. S. Army; First Lieutenant W. A. Thompson, 
Fourth Cavalry ; Second Lieutenant James H. Jones, 
Fourth Cavalry. 

THE following officers were registered at Headquar- 
ters Department of Louisiana, for the week ending Dec. 
18, 1869: First Lieutenant J. M. Waite, Twenty-fifth 
Infantry; Brevet Captain James T. Simpson, second 
lieutenant Twenty-fifth Infantry ; Brevet First Lieuten- 
ant Edward Allsworth, second lieutenant Twenty-fifth 
Infantry ; Second Lieutenant D. M. Scott, First Infantry; 
Major A. K. Arnold, Sixth Cavalry. 


THE following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the week ending December 
29th: Second Lieutenant H. G. Cavenaugh, U.S. A.; 
Second Lieutenant John McClellan, Fifth U.S. Artillery ; 
Brevet Captain W. E. Van Reed, Fourth U. 8. Artillery ; 
Brevet Major Rufus King, Fourth U.S. Artillery ; Brevet 
Major J. B. Vande Wiele, Tenth U.8. Cavalry; Brevet 
Major C. T. Greene, U. 8. A.; First Lieutenant J. P. 


Walker, U. 8S. A.; Captain C. W. Raymond, Corps of | Sixth U. 8. Infantry ; Captain Simon Snyder, 
Engineers ; Captain c's. Isley, U. S. A.; First Ses. |S. Infantry ; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel David H. 


tenant E. K. Russell, First U. 8. Artillery. 


LEAVE of absence for twenty days was granted Bre- 
vet Lieutenant-Colonel J.C. De Gress, captain Ninth 
U. 8. Cavalry, Dec. 13th; and leave of absence for twenty 
days, with permission toleave the limits of the Fifth 
Military District, and to apply to the Adjutant-General 
of the Army for an extension of four months, to First 
Lieutenant William H. Hicks, regimental quartermas- 
ter, Fourth U. §8. Cavalry ; and leave of absence for 
twenty days, with permission to leave the limits ot the 
Fifth Military District, and to apply to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army for an extension of six months, to 
Brevet Major Alexander Moore, captain U. 8. Army. 





COURTS-MARTIAL. 


BREVET Major-General McDowell presents some im- 
portant legal principles for the information of officers 
in his remarks upon the proceedings of a court-martial 
convened at Willett’s Point, New York harbor, under 
the presidency of Brevet Brigadier-General J. A. Haskin, 
lieutenant-colonel First U. 8. Artillery,in the case of Ar- 
tificer Haywood, U. 8. Engineers, who was sentenced to 
be confined at hard labor and to dishonorable discharge 
for the offence of opening and examining, without per. 
mission, drawers in which money was known to be kept, 
and of forging a paymaster’s check. In commenting on 
this case General McDowell says : 

At the commencement of the trial, the court, on mo- 
tion of one of its members, rejected a part of specification 
ist, and all of what was first numbered as specification 
2d, on the ground that the conduct therein alleged was 
not a “ military” or an “entirely military ” offence. 

The parts rejected were substantially what is recited 
in the specification to the additional charge [the charge 
of forgery. —ED. JoURNAL]. 

The Court seems to have been under an impression, in 
this matter, which, at one time, was very general in the 
Army, and was long a source of perplexity and doubt as 
to the course to be followed by military courts where the 
conduct in question involved an offence cognizable by 
the civil courts, 

This whole question has, however, been made clear 
and simple by a decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States in its definition of the word offence, as fol- 
lows: 

“ An offence, in its legal signification, means the trans- 
gression of alaw. A man may be compelled to make 
reparation in damages to the injured party, and be liable 
also to punishment for a breach of the public peace in 
consequence of the same act ; and may be said in com- 
mon parlance to be twice punished for the same offence. 
Every citizen of the United States is also a citizen of a 
State or Territory. He may be said to owe allegiance 
to two sovereigns, and may be liable to punishment for 
an infraction of the laws of either. The same act ma 
be an offence or transgression of the laws of both. Thus 
an assault upon the Marshal of the United States, and 
hindering him in the execution of legal process, isa 
high offence against the United States, for which the 
perpetrator is liable to punishment; and the same act 
may be also a gross breach of the peace of the State, a 
riot, assault, or a murder, and subject the same person 
to punishment under the State laws for a misdemeanor 
or felony. That either or both may (if they see fit) pun- 
ish such an offender, cannot be doubted. Yet it cannot 
be truly averred that the offender has been twice pun- 
ished for the same offence, only that by one act he has 
committed two offences, for each of which he is justly 
punishable. He could not plead the punishment by one 
in bar to a conviction by the other.” 


SS 


“ Consequently this court has decided, in the case of 
Fox 0s. the State of Ohio (5th Howard’s, 482), that a 
State may punish the offence of uttering or a 
false coin, as a cheat or fraud practised upon its citizens ; 
and in the case of the United States vs. “Oth 
Howard, 560), that Congress, in the proper exercise of its 
authority, may punish the same act as an offence against 
the United States.” 

(See case of Thomas Moore, executor of Richard Eels, 
plaintiff in error vs. the State of Illinois, Howard’s Re- 
ports, Volume 14, December term of 1852.) : 

From the foregoing it follows that by one act a man 
may at the same time be guilty of a civil and a military 
offence ; for either, or both, of which he could be justly 
tried and punished. 

An officer committing a forgery, for example, could be 
tried by military court, for conduct unbecoming an offi- 
- and a gentleman, and by the ordinary courts, for 

elony. 

The only question in any given case is, does the act 
constitute any offence, under any of the articles of war, 
other than the 99th? If so, the accused should be tried 
under the particulararticle. If not, is the conduct prej- 
udicial to good order and military discipline, and not 
capital? If so, he should be tried under the 99th. 

Whether or not the same act constitutes, also, a civil 
offence, would be a question for the civil courts, and not 
the court-martial, to determine. 

It appears that one of the witnesses for the prosecution 
was sworn and examined, out of court, in the absence of 
the prisoner, and before trial ; that tltis extra-judicial pa- 
per was subsequently placed in the hands of 
when under examination, and he then queg 













gard thereto—an irregular and most i 
| ing—to which the prisoner objected in ve ! nov ost 


| A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed ton 26 

| Leavenworth, Kas., January 3d. Detail for the 5 

| Brevet Major-General Samuel D. Sturgis, colonel Sev- 

enth U. 8. Cavalry; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Frank- 

lin E. Hunt, major and paymaster U. 8. Army ; Brevet 
Major David H. Brotherton, captain Fifth U, 8. 


| try ; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel John §. Poland, ca 






|captain Ordnance Department ; Brevet Colonel” 
Barnitz, captain Seventh U. 8. Cavalry; Ca 

bers McKibbin, Fifteenth U. 8S. Infantry ; ( 

|W. Yates, Seventh U. 8. Cavalry. Brevet Colonel Lewis 
Merrill, major Seventh U.S. Cavalry, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet at 
Fort Ellis, D. T., January 5, 1870. Detail for the court: 
Brevet Colonel E. M. Baker, major Second Cavalry ; 
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel W. G@. Rankin, captain 
Thirteenth Infantry; Captain Edward Ball, Second 
Cavalry ; Brevet Major Lewis Thompson, captain Sec- 
ond Cavalry; First Lientenant James G. McAdanis, 
Second Cavalry; First Lieutenant §. H. Norton, Second 
Cavalry ; First Lieutenant 8. T. Hamilton, Second, ,Cav- 
alry ; Second Lieutenant James E. Batchelder, Second 
Cavalry ; Second Lieutenant G. C. Doane, Cav- 
alry. Second Lieutenant S. M. Swigert, Cavalry, 
judge-advocate. wee 


A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet at 
Fort Rice, D. T., January 3, 1870. Detail for the court : 
Captain George W. Hill, Twenty-second Infanfry ; Ca) 
tain John Hartley, Twenty-second Infantry ; 
Charles W. Miner, Twenty-second Infantry; First 
tenant W. J. Reedy, T'wenty-second Infantry ; 
Lieutenant M. E. Hogan, Twenty-second Infantry ; First 
Lieutenant L. D. Adair, Twenty-second Infantry ; Second 
Lieutenant W. J. Campbell, Twenty-second Infantry ; 
Second Lieutenant Cornelius Cusick, Twenty-second 
Infantry. Second Lieutenant B. C. Lockwood, Twenty- 
second Infantry, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Porter, Buffalo, N. Y., December 27, 1869. Detail 
for the court : Brevet Brigadier-General M. D. Hardin, 
major First U.S. Infantry; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sheldon Sturgeon, captain First U. 8. Infantry; Brevet 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. E. Johnston, captain First U. 8. 
Infantry ; Brevet Major A. P.Caraher, first lieutenant 
First U. 8. Infantry ; First Lieutenant F. E. Pierce, First 
U.8. Infantry; Second Lieutenant R. G. Armstrong, 
First U. 8. Infantry. First Lieutenant W.L. Foulk, 
unattached, is appointed judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet at Fort 
Randall, D.T., January 3d. Detail for the court: Brevet 
Col. J. N.G. Whistler, major Twenty-second Infantry ; 
Surgeon C. C. Gray, brevet lieutenant-colonel U. 8. A. ; 
Brevet Major Charles A. Webb, captain Twenty-second 
Infantry ; Brevet Major Joseph Bush, captain Twenty- 
second Infantry; Second Lieutenant T. P. O’ 
Twenty-second Infantry; Second Lieutenant F. 
Davies, Twenty-second Infantry. Brevet T. 
H. Fisher, first lieutenant Twenty-second try, 
judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet at 
Fort Union, N. M., January 3, 1870. Detail for the 
court: Brevet ‘Brigadier-General William N. Grier, 
colonel Third Cavalry; Captain William Hawley. 
Third U. 8. Cavalry ; Captain Francis H. Wilson, Third 


Y|U. 8. Cavalry; First Lieutenant John C. Thom 


Third U. 8. Cavalry; First Lieutenant Wells 

U. 8. Army ; Second Lieutenant Albert D. King, 

U. 8. Cavalry; Second Lieutenant A us C. Paul, 
Third U. 8. Cavalry. First Lieutenant Peter D. Vroom, 
Third U. 8. Cavalry, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was 
Fort Delaware, Del., Dec. 27, 1869. 


ted to meet at 
1 for the court: 


Major Jos. Stewart, Fourth U. 8. Artillery ; Brevet 

John Brooke, assistant surgeon U. §, A. ; Brevet t 
Edward 8. Smith, first lieutenant Fourth U. 8, = 
First Lieutenant E. P. Newkirk, Fourth U. 8. “8. Aral 





First Lieutenant Charles 8. Smith, Fourth U. 
lery. Second Lieutenant Arthur Cranston, 
8. Artillery, is appointed judge-advocate. © 
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ARMY GAZETTE. 


Hezapquarrers or THe Apmy, Apoememn-Gonmees'o } 
Orricz, WasHixaton, December 20, 1869. 
General Orders No. 81. 

By direction of the Secretary of War, General Orders No. 
88, September 21, 1867, from this office, are hereby modified so 
as to — the retention and use of spring wagons in the 
Fifth Military District for the transportation of inspecting of- 
ficers of the Army while on duty, on all routes where the only 
means of transportation available are the animals and vehi- 
cles of the Quartermaster’s Department: Provided, That any 
opring wagon thus used by an inspecting officer shall be in 

his transportation or mileage. 

By command of General Sherman. 

E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 








Heapquarrers or THE Army, oe Tae | 
Orrice, Wasninaton, December 21, 1869. 


General Orders No. 82. 
= General Orders No. 37, of 1869, is hereby modified so as to 
relieve the depot paymaster at New Orleans from the re- 
peer to provide for the payment of the garrisons at Key 
est and the Tortugas, leaving that duty to the direction of 
the oy officers of the Department of the South, within the 
limits of which department those named posts are located. 
ULBy command of General Sherman. 
E. D. Townsenp, Adjutant-General, 





HEADQUARTERS or THE ArRwy, ‘Dosuabee 34100 
Orrice, WAsnineton, December 24, 1869. 


General Orders No. 83. 
Brevet Major-General A. H. Terry, in addition to his duties 
“es commander of the Department of the South, is, by order of 
the President of the United States, appointed to exercise the 
_daties of commanding general of the District of Georgia, as 
‘@efined wy the act of Congress approved December 22, 1869. 

' By command of General Shegman. 
E. D. Townsenn, Adjutant-General. 





tavarlf 


“Et DARTERS or THE Army, AnsuTANT-GENERAL’S 
f Orrice, Wasuineton, Dec. 24, 1869. 


* General Orders No. 84. 

‘ <I. The General of the Army with profound regret communi- 

; to the Army the following orders from the President and 

; ary of War, announcing the decease of the Hon. Edwin 
m: 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuinaton Crry, December 24, 1869. 


IL The following order has been received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States: 
) Executive Mansion, 
Wasuincron, D. C., December 24, 1869. 


Tue painful duty devolves upon the President of announc- 
ing to the people of the United States the death of one of its 
distinguished, citizens and faithful public servants, the 
norable Edwin M. Stanton, which occurred in this city at 
an early hour this morning. 

He_was distinguished in the councils of the nation during 
the e sriod of its recent struggle for national existence ; 
first as “General, then as Secretary of War. He was 
une his Jabors, earnest and fearless in the assump- 
tion of pe necessary to his country’s success, re- 

by, d men and feared by wrong-doers. In his 
the Bar, the Bench, and the Nation sustain a great loss, 
which will be mourned by all. 

As a mark of respect to his memory, it is ordered that the 

tive Mansion and the several net nes at Washing- 
in mourning, and that all business be suspended 
© day of the funeral. U. 8. Grant. 

II. The eminent ability of the late Secretary of War, his 
= legal acquirements, his firm patriotism, and his sturdy 

votion to duty in the most trying times of the Republic, 
when many others faltered, have commanded the admiration 
of the country ; while his management of this department dur- 
ing the days when a man of determined energy and will was 
demanded, has marked his term of office as one unequalled in 
administration. 

It is ordered that the offices connected with the Department 
of War be draped in mourning for a period of thirty days, and 
all business suspended therein on the day of the funeral, and 
that on the day after the receipt of this order at each military 
a fifteen guns be fired at appropriate intervals, commenc- 

ng at meridian. yILLIAM W. BELKNAP, 
Secretary of War. 

IV_ Incompliancé with the instructions of the Secretary of 
War, fifteen guns will be fired at intervals of half an hour, 
commencing at meridian on Monday, the 27th inst., or on such 
day thereafter as this order may be received at any military 


By command of General Sherman. 
E. D. Townsenn, Adjutant-General. 


CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


Tue following is o list of the changes of stations of troops 
reported at the War Department since last report : 

oe ea and Company D, Seventh Cavalry, from Fort 
Hays, sas, to Fort Harker, Kansas, December 2, 1869. 
Company joined at last-named post. 

No changes of stations of artillery or infantry since Decem- 
ber 14, 1869. 
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LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICK. 

Tus following isa list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 


ARMY AND, NAVY JOURNAL. 





January 1, 1870, 
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THE NAVY. 


the Journaz all facts of interest to the Navy, especially such as re 
late to the movements of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE Franklin and Sabine were at Nice, December 
12th, the Richmond at Barcelona, and the Juniata at 
man where she is to remain for an indefinite pe- 
riod. 

ADVICES from Honolulu to December 8th report that 
a ball was givenon board the United States steamer 
Mohican) at which His Majesty the King and a number 
of distinguished dignitaries were present. 


On Christmas eve the midshipmen at the Naval Acad- 
emy gave a masquerade ball, which was a decided suc- 
cess. After the unmasking, at 1 o’clock, the German 
began, and continued until late (or early) in the morn- 
ing of Christmas day. 

LIEUTENANT Commander W. N. ‘Allen reports that 
the United States steamer Swatara arrived at Aspinwall 
on the 14th of ‘December, after a p: of seventeen 
days under sail, from New York, and would sail for New 
York in about a week. 

THE following were the positions of the vessels of the 
United States Navy in Chinese waters, Dec. 12th: The 
Delaware, with Admiral Rowan on board, was en route 
to Hong Kong; the Monocacy was at Nagasaki, the 
Idaho and Ashuelot at Yokohama, and the Jroquois and 
Maumee at Hong Kong. 

THE Minister of Marine sets fortli that the French 
can look at their fleet with legitimate pride. It con- 
sists, he says, of 416 vessels—336 steamers and 80 sail- 
ing craft—while 30 more ships are on the stocks. France 
possesses 55 plated screws, 336 screws not platei, and 
48 paddle-wheelers. 

“TT was a proud day for Admiral the Hon. Sir Henry 
Keppel,” exclaims the loyal Army and Navy Gazette, 
“when, on his lately giving up the command in China, he 
was pulled to the steam packet in the launch of the 
Galatea, with a prince of the blood royal pulling the 
stroke oar and a commodore acting as coxswain.” 


A COMMENCEMENT has been made in Chatham Dock- 
yard, England, in building the Rupert, iron-clad ram, 
3 guns, 3,159 tons, 700-horse power. While fitted to act 
as a ram, this ship will carry a turret, and her armor will 
be heavier than any which has been used on any British 
vessel. She will be supplied with the newly-invented 
double-balance rudder. 

THE Ticonderoga, which is having an overhauling in 
the dry dock at Boston, will remain there about a 
month longer, until the repairs on her lower works are 
completed. The Wabash will be the next to receive an 
overhauling, and the Niagara will then be put in for 
the completion of the repairs on her hull. She will 
remain in the dock along time. Asmall gang of men 
are employed upon her at present, preparing for re- 
ceiving her boilers. 

THE Unjted States steamers Kearsarge and Nyack 
were at Callao, Peru November 28th. The last named 
was expected to leave shortly for the northern coast, 
Guayaquil and the Gallapagos islands. The United 
States steamship Onward, with stores from the naval 
depot at Panama, sailed for Callao, Peru, en December 
14th. The United States steamer Resaca was at Panama 
on the 8th of December. The United States steamer 
Swatara arrived at Aspinwall December 15th. 


REAR Admiral C. H. Poor, commanding the North 
Atlantic fleet, informs the Navy Department that the 
English gunboat Helipse, which recently arrived in the 
Gulf, is one of the new class of vessels designed by 
Constructor Reed, of 1,250 tons, and 360 horse power, 
making about nine knots an hour on a bow line, and 
141¢for 15 knots under steam. Her battery consists of 
two 100.pounders, four 60-pounders, and two 12-pound 
field-pieces, all rifled. 

THE Navy Department is officially advised that the 
United States steamer Lancaster, Rear-Admiral Lan- 
man’s flagship, arrived at Funchal, Madeira, on the 
evening of November,21st, after an extremely unpleasant 
passage of thirty days from Hampton Roads, Va. She 
experienced’some very heavy,weather and adverse winds, 
by which she was forced off her course so as to sight Santa 
Maria, of the Azores. The ship would remain at Funchal 
until the 26th of November, when she would proceed to 
the coast of Brazil. 

REAR Admiral Poor, commanding the North Atlantic 
squadron, telegraphs Secretary Robeson that the United 
States has possession of the Bay of Samna, and that the 
Navy Department has sent coal there to supply the fleet. 
The Powhatan will be put out of commission. The 
Yantic and Albany, now refitting at New York, are ex- 





tnole had been ordered to St. Domingo, and Admiral 
Poor expected to go there at an early date, in the Severn, 
his flagship, to look after American interests there. 


THE iron-clad Roanoke, six guns, to be used as the 
guard-ship of the port of New York, is being rapidly 
putin order. The\iron-clad Miantonomoh is lying at 
the cob dock. The Saratoga has returned f the 
ordnance dock, after having her battery changed to 
eight-inch guns. The Benicia is at the ordnance dock. 
She is having slight repairs made in her circulating 
pump and to her capstan. The Yantic is in dry dock. 
The Frolic has shifted her anchorage toa point near the 
upperend of Buttermilk Channel. The Albany is still 
at anchor off the Battery. Men are being enlisted 
at the Navy-yard for shore duty. The pay is $25 
per month rations. 

THE [W (New Zealand) ' Independent, Sep- 
tember 9th, says: On the 30th of Byline aoaetee 

7, to 


The Editor would be pleased to receive for this Department of 


pected soon to join the squadron in the Gulf. The Sem-| P 





His Excellency the Earl of Belmore, Chief Justice Ste. 
vens, the officers of his Imperial Majesty’s steamer 
Gazelle, just arrived from New Caledonia, and Captain 
Montgomery, of her Majesty’s steamer Blanche, were 
among the guests. The dinner was given at the Ho. 
tel de France. The banqueting room was decorated 
with flags and bush flowers, and the large room of the 
hotel was well filled, and no expense was spared by the 
committee to do honor to the occasion. It passed off 
with great eclat. 


A CORRESPONDENT ‘of the Washington Star writes 
from Carthagena, U. 8. C., November 25, 1869: On go. 
ing from Aspinwall to relieve the U. 8. steamer Yantic, 
at Port-au-Prince, the circulating pump-rod of the U.§. 
steamer Seminole broke off, and she was forced to make 
the best of her way to this port, which she reached, after 
great difficulties, on the 2ist instant. Everything ig 
quiet in the town and State. The city has had quite s 
number of fatal cases of dysentery, but is now quite 
free from it. Business is dull. The &. R. Cuyler,a 
steamer formerly on the Gulf Blockading Squadron, 
now called the Riayu, is still here, yet unsold. The 
Seminole will leave for her destination in about three 
weeks. 

TE following is the list of officers that sailed in the U. 
8. storeship Supply for Spezzia, Italy, from the Charles. 
town Navy-yard, on Dec. 21st, with stores for the Euro. 
pean Squadron : Chester Hatfield, lieutenant-commander, 
commanding ; Charles M. Thomas, lieutenant and exe. 
cutive officer; Douglas Robin, master, navigator, and 
ordnance officer; Erasmus Denniston, Thomas N. Lee, 
John A. Rodgers, and Theodore M. Etting, ensigns ; E. 
B. Bingham, passed assistant surgeon; D. P. Wight, 
passed assistant paymaster; Moses H. Cleaves, James 
B. Russell, Joseph Potter, and Charles R. Marple, mates ; 
J. E. Parkman, captain’s clerk ; A. Eastman, paymaster’s 
clerk. S. D. Hurlbut, assistant paymaster, goes out as 
passenger, to take charge of the U. 8. storehouse at 
Spezzia, Italy. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVIOK. 
ORDERED. 


December 18.—Captain Pierce Crosby, to ordnance duty at the 
Navy-yard, Norfolk, on the 27th inst. 

Paymaster J. O. Bradford, to duty as the relief of Paymaster 
Eldredge, on the lat of January. 

First Assistant Engineer Wm. 8. Smith, to the Npsic. 

DecemsBer 22.—Lieutenant G. V. Menzies, to the receiving ship 
Vandalia, on the expiration o/ his leave of abeence. 


DETACHED. 

Decemper 18.—Captain Geo. H. Cooper, from the Navy-yard, 
Norfolk, on the 27th inst., and ordered to command the Colorado, 
on the Ist of January. 

Paymaster J. C. Eldredge, from duty as purchasing paymaster, 
etc., at New York, on the lst of January, and ordered to settle his 
accounts. 

DecemsBeER 23.—Commodore David McDougal, from the command 
of the Powhatan, and ordered to command the South Pacific Squad- 


ron. 
Masters F. M. Gove and Robert Impey, and Midshipmen H. 
McElroy, T. A. De Blois and J. K. Cogswell, from the Powhatan, 
and ordered to Washington, D. C., for examination for promotion. 
Ensigns A. B. Speyers and Wm. C. Strong, from the Navy-yard, 
New York, and ordered to the Benicia. 

DecemBsr 27.—S d Assistant Engineer James Entwistle, 


from the Nipsic, and placed on waiting orders. 
ORDERS REVOKED. 


DecemsBer 23.—The orders of Master Wm. H. Mayer, Jr., to the 
receiving ship Vandalia, and he is granted sick leave. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 
December 25, 1869 : 

oe Riley, beneficiary, December 17th, Naval Hospital, 


Philadelphia. 
Charles S. Bellows, seaman, December 16th, Nava! Hospital 


Chelsea. 














Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuineton, December 24, 1869. 


Ir is with deep regret that the Secretary of the Navy an- 
nounces to the Navy and Marine Corps the death in this city, 
at an early hour this morning, of the Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 
who had served the nation in various positions of honor and 
dignity, and especially with marked distinction and ability as 
Secretary of War during the recent successful struggle for the 
maintenance of the Union. 

As a mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, the 
Navy Department will be draped in mourning, and will be 
closed on the day of the funeral. Gro. M. Roszson, 

Secretary of the Navy. 





THE excessive rate of mortality among the British 
troops in India is attracting attention in England. 
“If the mortality goes on at its present rate,” exclaims 
the Pall Mali Gazette, “we shall soon have to consider 
whether it would not be an advantageous and economical 
lan to have acoroner attached to each regiment, whose 
duty should be to ascertain whether the death of any 
soldier arises from preventible causes, and if so, what 
individual or department is to blame. Under present 
arrangements they die by hundreds in that distant 
land ; their fate attracts little attention ; fresh victims 
are found to fill the vacancies in the ranks and to fol- 
low the footsteps of their predecessors to the grave. 
But is this really all necessary? Can nothing be done 
to put an end to such mortality as that described by the 
Deihi Gazette? In eight weeks, that journal says, the 
loss among our troops in the valley of Peshawur would 
have made any frontier campaign disastrous. Cholers 
or fever has visited nearly every house in the canton- 
ments.” The London journal, after offering sugges 
tions for a remedy against the evil, closes by saying: 
“ Unfortunately, we think far more of saving a stick of 
sealing-wax than the life of ‘a red-coat, and there is n0 
heading in our national accounts for the indirect er 
tra nce we commit by neglecting the sanitary pre 
cautions pointed out by common sense ; therefore ther 





ner was given by the citizens of e captain 
and ~ of the U The 





the Dead-Letter Office, Washington. 
' DscemBer 23p. 
oy B. F., Captain. Pieursey, T. S., Colonel. 
C. C., Captain. Higgs, A. F., Captain, 
Cook, ©. D Copia, Massett, J. B. Captain. 
M. C., Captain. Stegman, L. R., Colonel. 
nas General Wands, A. H., Major. 
Decemuser 27ru. 
Blanchard, J. D., Captain. Harrison, H. H., Captain. 
Brown, J. K., Major. m 
Caine Loveland, - ©. Colonel 
on gap Millward, J. 
Morton, 








. 8. steamship Kearsarge. 
chair was occupied by the Hon. J. B. Darvall, C. M. G. 


is little hope of the subject receiving the attention / 
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BILL TO REORGANIZE NAVAL STAFF CORPS, 

THE following is a synopsis of the bill introdmeed in 
the Senate by Mr. Spencer “to reorganize the medical, 
pay, and engineer corps of the United States Navy, and 
to regulate and fix their absolute rank, uniform, etc. :” 


The bill provides that the grades of fleet surgeon and 
fleet paymaster, when full, shall not be less than the 
number twenty-four, and the Secretary of the Navy 
shall submit, in the order as given in the Navy Register, 
the names of the surgeons and paymasters on the active 
list, who have been commissioned as such for not less 
than fifteen years, for promotion, whereupon they shall 
be commissioned as fieet surgeons or paymasters, who 
shall be entitled to, and shall have, the absolute rank, 
uniform, pay and emoluments, right to quarters, honors, 

ri , immunities, prize money, pensions, and so 

orth, of commodore of the line, but shall not exercise 
command or authority ashore or afloat except in their 
And also, in the order as given in the Navy 
, the names of the surgeons and paymasters on 
the active list, who have been commissioned as such for 
not less than ten years, for promotion to fleet surgeons 
and pa. with the rank, etc., of (fleet) captain of 
the line; and that after three years from the date of 
commission they shall be entitled to, and shall have, the 
rank, etc., of commodore of the line. From the first ten 
ofthe grade of fleet surgeons or paymasters the chief of 
the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery and thechief of the 
Bureau of Provisions‘and Clothing,shall be appointed, and 
be commissioned fot a term of four years, with the title 
respectively of medical director-general and pay director- 
neral, with the rank, etc., of rear-admiral of the line. 
he first ten of the grade, of fleet surgeon or paymas- 
ter shall not be ordered to perform duty at sea unless in 
the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy the interests 
of the public service demand it, the said opinion to be 
previously written and filed, for reference, in the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery or of Provisions and Clothing. 
When a fleet surgeon or paymaster is ordered to perform 
duty at a Navy-yard or other shore station, he shall be 
styled medical or pay director while on such duty. And 
when ordered to duty on board of the flagship of a fleet 
or squadron, he shall be in charge of the medical or pay 
department of said vessel in lieu of a surgeon or pay- 
master, and in addition to his duties as such shall, when 
practicable, approve all requisitions for stores for the 
fleet or squadron and inspect their quality and quantity, 
and in all cases he may be consulted by the surgeons or 
ymasters in charge of the medical or pay departments 
of the several vessels of the fleet or squadron. He shall 
also keep a correct record of all that comes officially 
under his notice, which shall be called his log, to be 
transmitted quarterly to the Secretary of the Navy, and 
deposited for reference in the Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery or of Provisions and Clothing. 

The Secretary shall submit, in the order as given in 
the Navy Register, the names of the surgeons and pay- 
masters on the active list who have been commissioned 
as such for more than five years but less than ten, for 
promotion] as surgeons or paymasters, with the rank, 
etc., of commander of the line. The number in this 
grade when full shall not be less than fifty, and all 
further promotions to that grade shall be made only 
from the grade of surgeon or paymaster with the rank, 
etc., of lieutenant-commander of the line. No surgeon 
or paymaster with the absolute rank of commander of 
the line shall be ordered to duty in charge of the medi- 
cal or pay department of any vessel smaller than a 
second rate, except temporarily. 

The names of the surgeons and paymasters on the 
active list, who have been commissioned as such for five 
years or less, shall be submitted for promotion as sur- 
geons and paymasters with the rank of lieutenant-com- 
mander of the line ; the number in the grade when full 
to be not less than fifty, and all further promotions to 
be made only from the grade of past assistant surgeon 
or past assistant paymaster, with rank of lieutenant of 
the line. No surgeon or paymaster, with the absolute 
rank of lieutenant-commander of the line, shall be 
ordered to duty with any vessel smaller than a third 
rate, except temporarily. 

The names of the assistant surgeons and paymasters 
on the active list, who haye been commissioned as such 
for three years, shall be submitted for promotion to 

assistant surgeons and paymasters with the 
rank, etc., of lieutenant of the line; the number in the 
grade when full to be not less than thirty, and all further 
promotions to that grade to be made only from the grade 
of assistant surgeon and paymaster, with the absolute 
rank of master of the line. No passed assistant sur- 
geon or paymaster who shall be the executive officer of 
his surgeon or paymaster, and no passed assistant sur- 
geon or paymaster with the absolute rank of lieutenant 
of the line, shall be ordered to duty with any vessel 
larger than a fourth rate, except temporarily. The 
number in the grade of assistant surgeon or paymaster, 
with the absolute rank of master of the line, when full, 
shall not be less than forty. Candidates must be regu- 
lar graduates of incorporated medical colleges and be- 
tween the ages of twenty-one and twenty-six years, 
physically sound and well formed and of robust consti- 
tution, and if rejected shall not have the privilege of 
another examination. No officer of this grade shall be 
ordered to duty with any vessel as large as a fourth 
rate, except temporarily. 

The bill also provides that all further promotions to 
these several grades shall be made only on the report of 
three fleet surgeons or paymasters ordered to convene at 
the Naval Asylum as a board of examiners for that pur- 
pose, by the Secretary of the Navy, whenever a vacancy 
shall occur. The senior fleet surgeon or paymaster shall 
be the president of the board, the fleet surgeon next in 
rank the correspondent, and the junior the recorder, and 
all shall be sworn to an honest and impartial discharge 
of their duties, according to the regulations which shall 
be issued by the Secretary of the Navy, under the 
authority of this act. They shall severally sign the 
certificate of their finding or determination in each case. 





The physical examination shall precede the professional, 


and if a candidate be declared physically unfit, he shall 
not be examined otherwise. Should the incapacity or 
want of qualification result from faithful service, from 
wounds or injury received in the line of duty, from sick- 
ness or exposure therein, the board of examiners will 
report it,and the disabled or unqualified candidate shall 
thereupon be retired ; but if from any other cause than 
above stated, he shall be entitled to, and shall have, at 
the expiration of twelve months, a re-examination ; and 
in case of his failure upon such re-examination, he shall 
be dropped from the service. The board shall proceed 
with the written examination in the order of their names 
in the Navy Register until it shall have examined a 
candidate who is physically and mentally qualified to 
fill the vacancy, when it shall stop and report its pro- 
ceedings and determination, enclosing the record of the 
examination to be transmitted to the Secretary of the 
Navy, who shall thereupon submit the name for promo- 
tion. 

The bill also provides, in the same way, for pro- 
motions in the Engineer Corps, the examinations for 
promotion to fleet engineer to be bya board composed 
of the superintendent of the Smithsonian Institution as 
president, the superintendent of the United States Coast 
Survey as correspondent, and the superintendent of the 
Naval Observatory as recorder. The fleet engineers 
shall take rank according to merit when commissioned. 
Their number is not to exceed forty-eight, and further 
promotions shall be made only when the number falls 
below twenty-four (which shall thereafter be the num- 
ber of the grade when full), and on the report of a board 
of three fleet engineers. 

One cadet engineer shall be allowed at the Naval 
Academy for every United States Senator and Territorial 
Delegate, one for the District of Columbia, and ten at 
large. They shall be between the ages of fourteen and 
eighteen years, physically sound and well formed, and 
of robust constitution ; shall be examined for admittance, 
and if rejected shall not have the privilege of another 
examination for admission to the same class, unless rec- 
ommended by the board of examiners. The President 
shall appoint the cadet engineer from the District of 
Columbia and three at large, selecting them from the 
sons of officers or men in the naval, marine, or military 
service of the United States, who have distinguished 
themselves. Nominations shall be.made between the 
fifth of March and the first of July of each year, upon 
the recommendations of the United States Senators and 
Territorial Delegates, from actual residents of their 
States or Territories, and they shall be examined for 
admission in July: Provided, That when any candidate 
who has been nominated shall, upon examination, be 
found physically or mentally disqualified for admission, 
the United States Senator or Territorial Delegate from 
whose State or Territory he was nominated shall be 
notified to recommend another candidate, who shall be 
examined in September. Cadet engineers deficient at 
any examination shall not be continued at the Academy, 
or in the naval service, unless upon the recommendation 
of the academic board. The cadet engineers shall be 
subject to the laws applicable to students, and shall 
have the rank, etc., of cadet midshipmen or midshipmen 
of the line at the Academy, and their scientific course 
shall comprise the same term of academic years. “This 
course,” adds the bill, “as well as that for midshipmen, 
shall be systematically instituted, persistently main- 
tained, and thoroughly taught, and both shail be pre- 
ceded by a uniformly precise and critical preparatory 
training. The two courses are evidently coordinate 
and shall be separate, though for the most part similar, 
each making one science, steam or navigation, specially 
prominent, while blending others allied to and immedi- 
ately connected therewith, thus manifestly securing the 
full accomplishment of the particular object of the gov- 
ernment, namely, the greatest scientific efficiency com- 
bined with safe economy in the practical management 
and modern navigation of its steam vessels.” 

When cadet engineers shall have passed successfully 
the graduating examination at the Academy, they shall 
be commissioned as third assistant engineers, taking 
rank according to merit, as ensigns of the line. With- 
in one year’s sea service after the date of their com- 
mission they shall have a written examination for 
promotion to the grade of second assistant engineer, 
with the rank of master of the line, whenever a 
vacancy shall occur in that grade as provided in this 
act. ‘The number of third assistant engineers with 
the rank of ensign of the line shall not be limited, 
but shall be just as that of midshipmen, according to the 
number that graduate at the Naval Academy under the 
terms of this act. No third assistant engineer, with the 
absolute rank of ensign of the line, shall be ordered to 
duty in charge of the steam engineering department of 
any vessel. 


———————_— 


Messrs. Bent & Bush of Boston, make so extensive 
a display in the advertising pages of the JoURNAL, that it 
seems hardly necessary to call any of our readers’ atten- 
tion to the goods they offer and the inducements they 
present to buyers. 

A new feature, however, is their offer of prizes for the 
largest orders for caps during the year 1870. They will 
give a prize of $100 in gold to the person sending them 
orders for the largest number of caps; a prize of $75 
for the second largest orders ; for the third, $50 in gold ; 
for the fourth, $25 in gold. For further particulars we 
refer those interested to the advertisement. That these 
caps are liked is pretty well proved by the fact that the 
manufacturers have sold over 12,000 of them to ser- 
geants and privates, in the Regular Army during 1869. 











TaxrBroad Arrow closes a long article on “ President 
Grant’s Message,” in which it chiefly considers what 
the latter has to say on the Alabama claims question, 
by saying : “It is impossible not to feel the deepest re- 

ret that the destinies of the United States should even 
‘ora short period be intrusted to hands so little dis- 
posed to deal tenderly with subjects so irritating as 
those discussed by President Grant.” 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


Our correspondents are informed that communications intended for 
our columns, to receive prompt attention, should invariably be addressed 
toTusw Eprror ef the Anmy any Navy Jounmat, Bow 8,201, New 
York. 





LETTER FROM MR. JAMES B. EADS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Srr: I trust you will do me the justice topublish this 
reply to the strictures contained in your article on the 
Turkish iron-clad Moyini Zaffer,on page 190 of your 
present volume. 

It is well known that after the discomfiture of the 
monitors in their first attack at Charleston, a loose, 
heavy base ring was placed around their turrets to pro- 
tect the joint at the deck from such injuries as were re- 
ceived in that action. A similar ring was ordered to be 
placed around the monitor turrets then building. A list 
sent me from the Navy Department contains the names 
of 39 monitors on which this ring was fitted; and the 
first name onit is that of the Dictator. It includes, also, 
all of the monitors of the Monadnock, Canonicus, Passaic 
and Yazoo classes. It is, therefore, a distinctive feature 
of the monitor system, and I was justified in gag | 
it as such in my report to the Secretary of the Navy. 
had no right to believe this ring would not be put on 
the Dictator until after sad experience should prove the 
need of it ; but as you assert so positively that she has 
none, I will admit your statement, and confess that she 
is more vulnerable than I represented her. Whether, 
however, there is an exceptional monitor without this 
band or not, does not effect the proposition I advanced. 

I stated that the base ring was but a partial remedy 
for an inherent defect in the monitor system, and as- 
serted, in substance, that if the iron in it were used to 
unite the turret walls and deck frame firmly bas. pms 
the ship would be more capable of resistin shot 
and storms. This advantage the pro system of 
fixed casemates or turrets would possess over the moni- 
tor system. Your whole answer to this proposition is 
your exclamation that “the Dictater has no band around 
her turret, and was never imtended to haveone!” If 
your article was written by an expert, such a subterfuge 
would be discreditable. No one can read my report (or 


the two paragraphs on this point) without seeing’ that ~ 


the monitor system, and not the Dictator, was under dis- 
cussion, and that the turret of the Dictator was simply 
used to compare that system with the one F 
Your assertion that “it was never intended for her to 
have one,” is no evidence that she has none now, for it 
was never intended for the others to be thus p 

until the lesson at Charleston taught the need of them. 

After crediting that monitor, from whom the public 
have been led to expect so much, with a greater 
of resistance than you say she possesses, I think your 
readers will be surprised in this instance, at the.compla- 
cency with which you claim to have “ exposed the mis- 
statements that have been published relative to the mon- 
itor system. 

I was not, as you say, ignorant of the fact that the 
Dictator’s turret rests wholly on its four inner courses of 
plating. Nor did I state, as you would make your read- 
ers believe, that her turret could be by a shot 
swelling her turret plates downward to the deck. Idid 
not mention the name of the Dictator in that connection, 
but said this was one of the accidents to which the mon- 
itors were liable. In the Dictator’s case, without the 
base ring, itis only necessary that a shot striking at this 
unprotected joint, should depress the two one-inch deck 
plates at its base, a few inches, to insure the mye or 
its debris stopping the rotation of her turret. base 
ring, in addition, would be but a partial protection 
against such a disaster, as the following extract from 
the report of Commander Simpson, of the Passaic, will 
show. (See page 259 of Report of Secretary of the Navy 
on armored vessels) : 

The base ring as now attached to the turret, prevents injury 
to the bottom of the turret itself, but the liability of stopping 
the revolution of the turret by forcing the iron down to the 
deck plates, is just as great as ever. In a late action in this 
vessel, owing to this cause, it required, at one time, 34 lbs. of 
steam to revolve the turret, until melted tallow was = 
in from the cutside; and had it not been for the elastic ¢ - 
ter of the packing under the bye below the ring, the turret 
would inevitably have stopped. I have also had two shotsthat 
penetrated the deck directly under the ring. If the base of 
the turret were carried down below the spar deck, it might be 
so inclosed as to prevent the rush of water into the vessel 
through the opening between the turret and deck, as at pres- 
ent. The composition ring under the turret does not perform 
the work required of it. After the turret has been struck sev- 
eral times at the base, this ring ceases to act independently, 
and attaches itself to the turret, becoming a part of it, and 
rises or falls or revolves with it. It is also found to be dan- 
gerous, as the flange inside the turret is broken by the force of 
the blows on the base. The extra base ring does not prevent 
this effect, for in this vessel there are three pieces of the flan 
broken off, one or two of them as much as four feet in le 4 


The difficulty of rotating the turret of the Miantono- 
moh in ® seaway, on her late visit to Europe, the fre- 
quency with which this embarrassment occurred in ac- 
tion during the late war on other monitors, and the fact 
that the base ring does not entirely cure the trouble, 
will, I think, convince the impartial reader, that a corps 
of tallow squirters, to operate outside the turret when 
engaging*an enemy, must become no less a necessity of 
the monitor system than the base ring, in the event of 
another war with an enemy possessing heavier ordnance 
than the 10-inch round shot and 6-inch rifle projectiles of 






economy alone, I am sure you will agree with me that 
the advantage is in favor of the fixed system. ©: 4 

You say the apprehensions expressed in with 
reference to the rotation of the turret ‘by 
injury to the joint at the base of the show 


that another very important fact “ ‘been overlooked, 
viz.: that the turret is projected considerably above 
said base in order to protect it.” The following extracts 
from the reports of officers on the will show 





c monitors, 
how efficient this protection, which I am charged with 


the Confederates. On this point, at least, on the score of « 


See be 
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having overlooked, proves to have been. On page 73, of | not wish to make fresh trouble ; and while I am con- | was,in the month of April, 1862, ordered to report to 
armored vessels, Commander John Downes, of the Na-| scious how unwise it often is to volunteer in another's ; the Navy Department for the purpose of superintending 
hant, says: pau I ana do at ann to recklessly nae the comme — one es of a submarine — bat- 
‘ turret : ; gnorance or Tness to i ing with me. | tery W e invented. . .. . «1 
—_ on of a te ey enemy ase The information about the binnacle list I am glad to | ratus co of a torpedo or shell which was propelled 
the composition ring about the base of the pilot house (one of receive, but even with this increased light I fail to re- | through the water by a rocket, the initial direction be- 
them breaking off a piece of iron weighing 78 Ibs. from the in- | cognize the flaw which the “ Naval Officer” thinks} ing given to it bya breech-loading rifled gun. This 
terior, that assisted to keep the house square on its bearings, | that he finds in my argument. gun was attached to the side of a floating vessel or 
throwing it with such violence to the other side of the house,} One is bound to assume that if the binnacle list is| caisson at some distance below the surface of the water ; 
= bending and deranging the steering gear in its course, | made out by the surgeon, it is on the basis of the physi-| and in ordef to facilitate loading without admitting 
that it from the inside curtain and fell back into the | cg] condition of the men borne upon it. It appears to| water, it was provided with a water-tight tompion, 
contre of the house). me, then, to be begging the question to say that “it | which covld be removed when the rocket was to’ be 
By this accident one man was killed and another | (the list) is the authority of the commanding officer | fired. 

senseless in the pilot house. On page 63 (ar-| through the surgeon” to excuse such men. Is not this} “The manner of operating this battery was as fol- 
mored vessels), Captain John Rodgers, of the Weehawken,|the point at issue? If it is seriously meant that the | lows: The muzzle of the gun being closed by the tom- 
states : surgeon makes out a list of men who are’ to be excused | pion, as just mentioned, the breech plug was anscrewed 
for any cause and literally at the command of the cap- | and the shell inserted. The breech was then closed, and 
quence of & shot upon its junction with the pilot house, but it | tain, as an adjutant might in the land service, that is an > at muzzle opened, the direction given, and the rocket 


worked well after a fow turns had been made with higher|end of the whole matter. The professional man be- . 
steam. comes simply an unprofessional executive officer. But! “It was from the neglect toopen the muzzle before fir- 


You state that my fears that the pilot house may be| that is inconceivable. There must be a reason some- ) ing, that the accident alluded to resulted. Seeing that 
lost overboard, or ‘he rotation of ‘ turret be wo he where behind it, and since it (the list) is made by a)this had been neglected, Major Hunt descended by 
by the impact of shot possessing sufficient power to over- medical officer, it is probably a medical reason. The fact | means of a ladder into the caisson, and unscrewed the 
come the Teortia of the pilot house itself, “ held in place | that “it is simply a list of names, with their rating, | breech of the gun, while the rocket was still burning; 
by wrought-iron shaft 14 inches in diameter, and without other remark of any kind,” does not forbid | thus allowing the gas to escape into the caisson. » He 
weighing 80,000 Ibs., will amuse our young friends at there being a special cause for its existence and a special | then tried to ascend the ladder, but on reaching the top 
West Point and the Naval Academy.” I fear that they | meaning in its being. round fell back from the suffocating effects of the gas. 
will scarcely thank you for believing them so verdant as| 1 have not conceded that “the excusing is by the | An assistant attempted to rescue him, but was himself 
to accept ridicule for argument ; and when the following | ®uthority of the commanding officer,” as my critic thinks. | overcome, and fell to the bottom of the caisson. Anoth- 
account of the effect of a half-spent 6-inch ricocheting | It must flow from some general regulation that affords | er and still another madethe attempt, but without suc- 
rifle shot on a 24-ton monitor pilot house is perused by such a relief when a man’s name is placed on a list by | cess, until finally, by means of a rope, he was drawn out, 
your older readers, they will be amused at your essaying | #2 officer charged with determining his condition ; or | but too late to be revived. 

‘“During these experiments it was ascertained ‘that 


to tax other people with being “evidently ignorant of | be required from the commander on a similar statement F ants it 
the most important facts” connected with the monitor of facts, expressed or implied, by such an officer. In the fockets could be projected in this manner for several 
very nature of the case the list and the excuse that | hundred feet, but they required to be firéd at considera- 


stem. Captain Drayton, of the Passaic, sa: 61, 
comaaae vebntia): of ys (page belongs with it, if founded on cause, must be based upon | ble depressions to prevent them from coming out;the top 

A little after, a very heavy rifle shot struck the upper edge | ® fact or an opinion of some one qualified to judge, and 4 the water, as they were naturally deflected toward the 
of the turret, broke all of its eleven plates, and then glancing the creation of the list is equivalent to the expression of | line of least resistance. 
upward took the pilot house, yet with such force as to make|the opinion. The “undisputed principle” that I ad- Substituting, in the above, a valve for the tompion, 
an indentation of two and a half inches, extending nearly the | Mitted is, that the autocratic power of a commanding placing behind the projectile a small charge of powder, 
whole length of the shot. The blow was so severe as to con- | Officer enables him to override the rule that excuses |and providing by a cylindrical chase and close-fitting 
siderably mash in the pilot house, bend it over, open the plates | such men ; that he places them om duty not by reason | journal for recoil, constituted the plan already referred 
and squeeze out the top so that on one side it was lifted up | of their being not excused, but in spite of their being|toas having been declared, and properly too, to be 
three inches above the top on which it rested, exposing the in- | excused ; and that he does it on his own responsibility | identical in principle with that of Major Hunt. The ap- 
side of the pilot house and rendering it likely that the next | and at his own peril. But he cannot, in reason, require | paratus now declared a success cannot, I conceive, dif- 
shot would take off the top itself entirely. a statement of fact or opinion to be changed to suit his | fer widely from the above; and if such is the case, let 
~ I will not ews further upon your columns by quot-| convenience. If the binnacle list is such a statement— | justice be done to the memory of the original inventor, 
ing from the official reports of the department, but in| and one portion of the Secretary's remarks appears to | and due credit attached to the name of him by whom it 
proof of what I asserted respecting the liability of the | consider it as such—it is difficult to look upon the offence | has been so dearly bought. 

The Sec-| There are certainly few people who equal those in 


- being disabled by the bending of the gun slides, | charged as the disobedience of a lawful order. 
the effect of shot upon the turret near the extremi-| retary holds that a respectful protest and a remonstrance | this country in inventive talent ofthe highest order. 


ties of the latter, I will refer you to the report last| might be made. Against what? If not against the | Yet certainly there are few countries where so little en- 
quoted from, which gives an account of one gun being | change of the list and the consequent modification of the | couragement is offered for the invention and improve- 
rendered useless by this cause, on the Passaic, and also | status of the man, against nothing. And if against such | ment of military appliances. 

to 69 (armored vessels), where Captain Fairfax, of | a change, how is this reconcilable with the dogma that} Smallas is the encouragement given you if a citizen, 
the Nantucket, states that after the third fire from the | it was not expressive of opinion? But the rule is broadly | it is yet incomparably less if you are in the military ser- 
15-inch gun it was rendered useless by the jamming of | laid down that no false opinion can be required. The! vice, when even the credit of your invention is frequently 


the port stopper from the enemy’s shot balging in the| two certainly seem to me to be inconsistent. But Ido|denied you. Your device may be coolly appropriated, 
patched and doctored at the public expense, the best me- 


turret plates ; neither of which results could have oc- | not insist on all others-using my mental spectacles. 
curred if the guns had been protected by a fixedcasemate| I have said my say; and I hardly suppose any further | chanical talent in the pee work-shops employed 
in my report. In the first case| talk on my part, now or hereafter, would effect much. | thereon, and then the forever nameless or misnamed in- 
vention is launched into service. Your remuneration is 


on the system eee 
the gun slides could not have been effected, and, in the | Still, if some other one takes my view of the case, it 
would be satisfactory to know it; and if I am utterly | —nothing, and your reward the comforting assurance 





At one time the turret revolved with difficulty in conse- 














last, the gun could have been used at another port. 
Your strictures prove that you did methe honor to ex-| and transcendently wrong, I suppose it would be a| which virtue gives. OzaRK. 

amine my report ; how, then, can you justify yourself} mercy to have the truth driven into me. I shall be glad 

for stating that you “know of no other reason ” why the | to receive instruction, and I do not think that I will POSITIVE RANK FOR THE STAFF. 

fixed battery is advocated “than the assumption that | “ answer back” any more. Ww. To the Editor of the A ad Navy Journal 

the joint between the rotating turret and the deck can-| December 17th. — © the Apng and Hawg Syne , 

not be made secure?” If you had read my report with SIR : Permit me to express & line officer’s approval of 

any other purpose than to object to it, you would have THE TORPEDO BOAT. Mr. Stimers’s views relative: to positive rank, instead of 

stated the additional reasons given in it for not support- ; assimilated, for staff officers in the Navy. 

ing the rotating system, chief among which is that the To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. No one can seriously believe that staff officers expect 

fixed system recommended in it gives a more seawor- Str: Your article relating to the torpedo boat recently | or desire to upset discipline by means of this additional 
. . tried at the Washington Navy-yard has, I am assured,|rank. The necessities of war require, in every case, 


thy vessel; more tects 
withia the turrets 4 ore Sededcaanne He eg excited general interest ; yet there is an incompleteness | that subordinate employments be completely under the 
danger of disabling the guns ; a more rapid use of them |/2 your description which is very unsatisfying, to say | control of the directing person, though he were only a 
(because they can be tarned. withoat wh py the least. If yourself familiar with the details, you have | midshipman, and the other an assimilated admiral, or 
mense weight of armor) ; admits of equally sim A devises thaps thought that a more minute description or| even an admiral positive; and every one knows that 
for working the battery with phew p mem om d of the istory of the invention, while rendering your article | these necessities must always override all devices of 
horizon, and affords greater facilities for the escape of of greater interest to your readers, would be alike edify- | nomenclature. The object of the change is nothing but the 
the crew, in cases like the loss of the Monitor the. Wee. ing to friend and foe, which fact you may have deemed | acquisition of line titles. Ido not know why this object 
hawken and Tecumseh. You could also have stated. it|® good and sufficient reason for the meagreness of your | should not be acknowledged ‘frankly. The longing for 
your object was to give your readers impartial informa. | 2&*ative. Yet is not this a perfect fallacy? What | titles, especially in a democratic country, is too general 
tion on the subject, that the drawin ye ccleaner country or individual, desiring the ‘nformation so patri-| for any one to feartoown. “Tis soft. spot, doubtless, 
the report are drawn to scale. to pte the on e if otically withheld by you, may not obtain it at any time | but it is found in many human skulls—in line skulls, 
proven by them, that four 1 5-inch guns can be protected and with all needful elaboration? A government may | perhaps, as many as staff skulls? Wherever it exists, if 
on this system (including smoke stacks) withon oan for a time hold secret the ingredients of some petty com- | it lies concealed under an affectation of indifference, it 
thickness of iron, with a saving of 32 per eunt pin” pound or warlike material; but to keep secret the | causesan inward rankling of shame ; but, if a man con- 
monitor system end thet when 62 equal amount of ar. mechanism of some war engine, be it a gun, aship,a|fess it freely, owning the foible, the trust he thereby 
mor is used, the port sills can be placed five feet an d battery, a fortification, or even a torpedo, projectile, or | shows in the magnanimity of the world makes the 
eight inches above the deck or exactly twice as high fuse, has heretofore proved and will always be impos- | world repose in him a trust for something better. An 
the Dictator’s. These are facts which i think you = he ible. engineer, an excellent engineer, highly gifted, well 
— y fd however, ee = Arete from the object | knownin the service, once said to _ “7 jon has 
recia : of this communication, which is to find where justice is| now the rank of lieutenant-commander. t is very 
port ty ot eee noon an oe OF °P-| due for the conception of this last very formidable “ en-| well, but it isn’t quite fair—we ought to be called lieu- 
y » * am, | gine of destruction,” rather than to find fault with your | tenant-commanders. I want to be able to put that title 


sir, bedi 
BE. Lous, je sida QGP James B. Eads. | article or to point out yourerror, if you supposed that | before my name.” Ismiled; but I could not help ad- 
[We give Mr the naar of all he h by denying the public in one way you were benefiting | miring his frankness, and I felt (as before I knew) that 
-Eads e has to say in| them in another. there was something really good and efficient in him 


answer to our article ; leaving our readers to settle with | From all the information now made public, one would | as an engineer, and therefore useful, and therefore noble, 
suppose that to the Navy Department alone belonged | and that it was a consciousness of worth and ability and 


him some questions of good taste to whi i- 

callin bien rise. Wane we have to hey ages ar st the credit of the invention in question, and yet to my | interest in his profession that made him so free and 

Pa y ply wi almost certain knowledge such is very far from the case. | careless in the use of expressions which a mere pre- 
where.—Ep. JouRNAL.] If my conjecture is right, that the “torpedo boat” is|tender to worth, and ability, and interest would have 

simply a powerful little vessel with a breech-loading | shunned as likely to betray his professional hollowness 

cannon, whieh is fired below the water surface, the pro- | and his desire to appropriate the vestments of another 








THE BINNACL , : 
at. oe EB LIST jectile being the torpedo, the contact of which with the| calling. Now, with respect to these vestments, these 
Editor of rmy and Navy Journal. object aimed at generates the explosion, then is all | titles,there aretwo ways of considering them: one, 
Sim: I at once plead guilty to the charge, by a “ Naval | doubt resolved into certainty, and it is known to whom | as they ought to be ; the other, as they are. A name— 
Officer” in the JouRNAL of 4th inst., of meddling with | the credit belongs. to deserve the name—ought to bea fit name, It should 


what does not concern me, and that with an imperfect| The writer has personal knowledge of two schemes | be a transparent envelope of the article it gives name 
knowl of thesubject. The extenuating circumstan- | of this nature submitted to the proper authorities, and|to. Name, in that case, means, not a ae but 
ces are decided Se peas yr of inconsistency between | in the last case was acquainted with the reply, namely, | the quality of the thing it isassignedto, That is the 
Mr. Robeson’s approval and his subsequent remarks, as | that the plan had been anticipated. By whom will be | way almost all names originate. But human nature is 
derived from a careful reading of _the General Order, | readily seen by a perusal of the following, and I am con- | such that, after a name has long been applied to an ob- 
and the desire to invite attention to it without involving | fident you will not begrudge the space which serves to | ject, its signification is forgotten, and it becomes noth- 
an officer of the other service in the possible insubordi-| revive the recollection of the manner in which a t | ing more than a tally—convenient for distinction’s sake, 
nation of criticising his superior. I know that it was} and talented officer met his death. I quote from in | but utterly worthless as regards description of the thing 
cele See oe I ought to have held my peace. | King’s interesting compilation relating to “Torpedoes | it tallies. Then its nature is wholly changed; and, 
t is simply another case of intentions being better than and their Uses” : though it meant at first what a thing really was, it now 
discretion, but I hope my friendly critic sees that Ido/ “Major E. B. Hunt, late of the Corps of Engineers, | means only that jit is nothing else; and people finally, 
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becoming disgusted with the want of co mdence 
between names and things, say ironically, “ What's in 
a name?” and say of — ing which they look upon as 
unadulterated sham, “ It’s only the name of the thing, 
you know.” ’ ; 

To apply these facts. “ Engineer. What is the 
meaning of this word? Philologically and practically, 
both, it means “one who knows how to run a clever, 
ingenious machine ”—of course, either of himself or 
through others. “Surgeon.” What isthat? One who 
is expert with his hands in cutting people’s legs off, for 
instance. “Captain”—that means “head one,” leader, 
director, controller of the ship. ‘“ Admiral,” much the 
game, but of more ships than one. But these namesor 
titles were bestowed so long ago that their signification 
—prime cause of their adoption—has become quiescent. 
The proof of this assertion is found in the present move- 
ment of staff officers for line titles. A number of en- 
gineers desire the title of admiral, forgetting that the 
word means “ governor,” and that the use and office of 
engineers is to run the enginesand not to govern the 
fleet. Some surgeons want to be called captain, forget- 
ting that their employment is not that of “head man” 
aboard ship, but that of taking care of the sick. The 
meaning of these titles has been lost, and their only 
use is supposed to be that of ornament ; they are coveted 
as gay plumage for the ball-room and for the street, as 
dignitying handles tothe names of Smith, Snooks, and 

rown. 

It is true that the glory of an admiral ought to be the 
use and benefit he proves himself to the community in 
the management of his fleet; it is true that he would 
be weak to covet the inappropriate title of paymaster. 
It is true that an engineer should find his honor in the 
discharge of his own. duties, and that he should be proud 
of his official name as indicating those duties. It is 
true that the surgeon should glory in his employment, 
and be delighted with the title that points him out as 
healer of thesick. But,as I said, the significance of 
title is now well nigh lost. If staff officers can be 
gratified by receiving line titles, I do not know why 
they should not receive them. Whenever words, names, 
or titles reach the last degree of misnomer and con- 
fusion, the innate necessities of nomenclature begin to 
operate anew. If the present titles of command are 
bestowed on those who are not competent to command, 
new titles will be found to signify and distinguish 
those who are thus competent. LINEA, 








A VERY SMALL STROKE OF LUCK, 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sim: It was as a glorious piece of news that a friend 
conveyed to us the information that the five per cent. 
income tax was to be no longer levied on officers of the 
Army. Now, we had « vague idea that this was some- 
thing large, but knew nothing definite about the amount, 
being in the habit of leaving that interesting calcula- 
tion on our pay account tothe paymaster’s clerk. 

We immediately commenced to decide what should be 
done with this added wealth. Should we astonish our 
tailor with a remittance, or take a year’s leave and do 
Europe in the approved style, or amaze our friends by 
the purchase of a new suit of uniform, replacing our 
old epaulettes (which have weathered so many storms 
and look so ancient that we have been tempted to ex- 
hibit them as those worn by our great-grandfather in 
the war of “ 76”) with‘a flashing pair from Horstmann’s ? 
We felt a sense of bloated aristocracy; got hold of a back 
number of the 7¥mes and read up the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury ; commenced to watch stock quota- 
tions and the fluctuations in the gold market ; seriously 
thought of sending a stunning subscription to the Avon- 
dale fund ; ransacked the “ Stud Book,” so as to talk horse 
in the most :stereotyped club-house manner; debated 
about making our will, which should contain bequests 
toall the principal orphan asylums in the country; and 
considered whether we should put a “ personal ” in the 
Herald : “ Wanted to adopt a fine, healthy infant, which 
shall be raised to a career of luxurious ease.” Note— 
Being an old bachelor, we haven’t any of our own. 

Even private theatricalsand a membership in the 
yacht club began to seem possible. 

An incipient disdain fur that standard beverage 
yclept old rye began to spring up in our breast, and we 
thought that nothing less than the vintage of the year 
of our birth, from some quaint old vineyard on the Rhine, 
would doin thefuture. Meerschaum pipes, on a sudden, 
seemed vulgar, and we thought of fragrant Havanas. 
Swell dinners loomed up in the distance, and break- 
fasts from which hash should be banished, stews should 
be obsolete dishes, and codfish-balis should no more ap- 
pear with that ‘systematic regularity which has charac- 
terized the past. 

We looked back with horror at the time when we so 
ardently desired to meet and throw ourselves at the feet 
of some wealthy young widow with the galloping con- 
sumption; and we paused with sadness to review 
the life when we were forced to pay this enormous 
tax—a life in which the problem constantly pro- 
posed for solution was, not “how to make both ends 
meet,” but how to make both ends keep in sight of 
each other—a life when we grumbled at our mess-bills, 
appeared principally in old clothes, counted our wash- 
list, wore cav: trousers, smoked Lone Jack, drank 
small beer, rode a Q. M. horse, and avoided patronizing 
the street-cars from motives of economy—when, in 
one word, we were generally impecunious. 

But, at this juncture, in came Smith. The owner of 
this historic name is practical, nay, even prosaic. Like 
Mr. Gradgrind, he shintres “ Facts, sir, facts.” He 
belongs to am ancient branch of his house, and has 
bought a coat of arms of Gimbrede. 

This is mentioned with a view to recommending him 
to the aristocracy of the Army. His career has been 
brilliant. He served with distinction in New England 
during the entire war, and was breveted for his distin- 
guished antry in mustering in “ hundred-day 
troops.” He isa profound student of the art of war, 
and analyzes a campaign so critically that one cannot 


sufficiently estimate what the country must have lost 
by his failure to take part in one. 

Never having occupied a position at the wrong end of 
the trajectory of a rifled projectile, he can argue dispas- 
sionately about the causes which affect its flight. 

He abhors sentiment, abjures romance. 

He declares himself never to have been engaged, 
which is such an uncommon tribute to the good sense 
of the girls of the nineteenth century, that we can’t 
resist recording it. 

We told Smith about this big increase of pay. He 
grunted, whipped out a pencil and paper, and got out 
an income tax formula, we sup . Then he said, 
“ You disgusting plebe! you get by this bill just one 
dollar and seventy cents a month more than you did 
before.” Carus. 


ORGANIZATION OF INFANTRY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

S1r : I heartily approve of the suggestions of Caius, 
in the last journal, that the organization of the infentry 
regiments be modified, and made to conform to that of 
the cavalry and artillery. I would also a certain 
further modifications in the organization, which would, I 
think, be for the better. It is well known that there are 
a number of officers detailed for staff duty of various 
kinds, in addition to those of the staff corps. This will 
continue to be the case, until the staff corps are greatly 
increased ; and I think these details should be made 
with some system. I would for this purpose add three 
captains to each regimental organization. Let captains 
of the line; be detailed for four years’upon staff duty, and 
at the expiration of the period of staff service return to 
line duty,,and others be detailed. Should the situation 
permit the Army to be concentrated so the staff 
could perform all the duties properly incumbent upon 
them, then vacances which might occur in the line 
could be left unfilled fintil the Army was reduced to the 
number required. Ido not believe in having a great 
staff, but I think there should be officers enough for this 
duty without detaching company officers. That is, let 
each company have its full complement of officers serve 
with it always. 

To carry out this plan would be to add to those now 
attached to regiments, one hundred and twenty captains. 
I would also provide that the aides to brigadier and 
major-generals, should be taken from captains of the 
line of the Army. This done, eighty captains would re- 
main for duty as acting assistant quartermasters and act- 
ing commissary subsistence at posts, and for other duties 
which would otherwise require a detail from company 
officers. I believe it best that junior officers should 
serve with their companies, and not look for detached or 
staff duty until they reach a captaincy. This plan, with 
the addition of two companies to each infantry regiment, 
will soon dis of the unattached captains. indeed, 
all that would remain at the end of the year would bea 
few first lieutenants. 

Let it be provided that all vacancies in the line of the 
Army, be filled by assignment of unattached officers of in- 
fantry until all are absorbed, and that when there are no 
second lieutenants to be assigned, first lieutenants shall 
be assigned to duty in their stead, until all are assigned. 

Should this plan be adopted, there will be no need of 
discharging any officer who is qualified for the service. 


INFANTRY. 
December 13, 1869. 


THE NAVAL BOARD. 
Tothe Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. * 

Sir: In common with many others,I rejoice to see 
that the suggestion made in your valuable paper has at 
last been carried out by the apppointment of a mixed 
board, to settle if possible the vexed question of staff 
rank. Withithe exception of Dr. Ninian{Pinkney, to whose 
action before the American Medical Association, at New 
Orleans, exception is taken by his corps, the gen- 
tlemen composing the board are generally acceptable to 
the staff officers desirous of bringing this question at 
once to an amicable adjustment, and it isto be hoped 
that an impartial and unprejudiced examination of a 
subject so essential to the discipline, harmony, and unity 
of the Navy will result in a settlement satisfactory to 
all concerned. And now, Mr. Editor, in order that there 
may be a perfect understanding on both sides as to what 
is sepulned! in any measure for the relief of the staff 
which may be presented to Congress, permit me to re- 
iterate the opinions of staff officers as to what they want, 
and what they do not want, in the Navy. 

1. Staff officers do not want (as is often falsely 
charged) “ command of the ship,” nor command or au- 
thority ashore or afloat, over any person in the Navy, ex- 
cept those placed under their immediate professional 
control. 

2. They do not want high staff rank on shipboard. 

8. They do not want line titles, nor rank of any kind 
without its honors and immunities. 

They want— 

1. Rank and command to be considered as separate en- 
tities. 

2. Equality with line officers in every particular, save 
the right to exercise lineal command. 

8. Professional grades indicative of length of service 
and rank. 

4, Promotion in their own grades by seniority, as in 
the line. 

5. Positive rank to correspond relatively to that of the 
line according to date of commission, as in the Army and 
Marine Corps of the Navy. The rank of the latter, though 
positive, does not entitle them to command ships, nor 
the officers or men of the Navy. 

6. The honors, immunities, and privileges of their rela- 
tive de facto rank. 

7. The daties of each grade defined as in the line. 

8. Fleet officers to share prize money as well as the 
captain of the fleet, and, to be detailed for duty junior 
to that officer. 

9. All other staff officers to be detailed junior in rank 
to the commanding and executive officer of each vessel 

















and station. 


NS ————— 


10. The charge and exclusive management of their « 
several departments, under the orders of the command- 
ing officer or commander-in-chief. Ai 

11. Such legislation and rules as appear to mark in- 
feriority of profession rescinded, and restriction of ex 
ecutive precedence and autherity to cases in which the 
rood officer is junior in rank and commission, as in the 


rmy. 

12. Commanding officers ashore and afloat to take 
cedence zs = — officers under an ena pret —% 
among all other officers precedence 
date of commission, as in the Army and Marine 

The propriety of the claims of the staff must after all 
rest upon its own merit, and in the f concise 
statement is embraced all that ma ask in to 
themselves and the service to w they No 
more! no less! And any bill which does not fulfil these 
indications will not only prove unsatisfactory to them, 
but the passage of any unjust measure will assuredly’ 
renew and prolong the agitation already so destructive” 
to the discipline and unity of our Navy. 

Pogontus CHROMIB. 


A CHRISTMAS TREE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sr: Allow me, through the medium of our old friend 
the JOURNAL, to express my admiration of the action of 
the officers and their ladies at this in getting up & 
subscription for the purchase and adornment of @ 
Christmas tree for the children of the post. 

I believe the idea originated with Mrs. Colonel Beck, 
or Mrs. Captain Fessenden, or, for fear of mistake, we 
will say both these ladies [started it,and were ably 
seconded by their husbands. A subscription list was 
accordingly made, and the name ef every officer who 
was present at the post entered on it; they all, without 
exception, subscribed liberally according to their rank 
and means. A purchasing committee was then orpapieed, 
consisting of Brevet,Lieutenant-Colonel W. B.; and 
lady, Brevet Captain tJ. A Fessenden and lady, Lieuten- 
ant C. R. Barnett, and Mrs. Captain Peeples. The Com- 
mittee of Purchase performed their arduous duties well, 
for ;which they deserve the highest commendation. 
Moreover, when it is taken into: consideration that the 
weather was intensely cold, and that the ladies of the 








Newport, R.1.,some idea can be formed of how 
sacrificed their comfort to make glad the hearts of 
little ones of the post. _ omen’ oe 
Acircular was sent round notifying t a 
men that the “tree” would be exhibited in the 
post library at 7:30 P.M. Christmaseve, At 7:15 P. mM. 


committee had to visit every toy shop in the whey ; 


the writer tapped at the door, and was “admittei by 
the post teacher to see the sights. tree stood on @ 
platform in the centre of the room, and was sple ; 


decorated with toys, too numerous to mention in ls 

On each side of the tree was a long table well filled 

with presents for the little ones, each child’s present 

separate, and labelled with hisorhername. At 7:30 
P.M. the young ones were marched in by the post teach- 

er, and after having had a gaze at the tree, anda 
walk around the tables, the teacher produced his roll, 

and called the names; as each child’s name was 

he was placed in front of the presents assigned to him 

on the tables. Every child, without regard to age, re- 

ceived presents. I am entering on my twen bo 

in the service, and during that time I have served 

in and with all arms of.the service, and never once dur- 

ing all that time have I witnessed a more commend-, 
able action on the par of officers and their ladies, than: 
the getting up of this Christmas tree. It is to be 

that the incident will be of annual occurrence 


and that the insertion of this in the JouRNAL will be... 


taken as a hint and acted on by officers serving at other 
posts ; for in my opinion it would have a beneficial effect 
in gaining the confidence and esteem of the men, which 








all good officers desire to have. VERITAS. 
Fort ADAMS, R. I., Dec. 27, 1869. 
MR. GRIMES’S BILL. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. ~~ 


Srr: I desire to correct two errors in Mr. Stimers’s 
letter published last week. 

First, he says that the “Grimes Bill” increases the 
number of line officers, which is a mistake. The bill 
decreases the number of lieutenant-commanders by 100, 
and increases the number of lieutenants by 100 ; it de- 
creases the number of masters and ensigns, each by 60, 
or 120 in all. 

Secondly, he says that all engineers are, by act of 
Congress, staff officers. They were first styled staff of- 
ficers by Ex-Secretary Welles; and the only sanction 
that has been given to this by Con is a clause ina 
bill, to the effect that retired officers shall have 
the same pay as those of the line with whom they have 
relative rank. CaBLE. 


BEFORE a General Court-martial convened at New 
York City, of — oe Brigadier-General —— 
L. Kilburn, colonel and assistant commissary-general 
subsistence U.S. A., is president, Second Lieut. J. A. A. 
Robinson, First U. 8. Artillery, was , tried, and 
found guilty of the charges of “conduct, to the preju- 
dice of good order and military discipline,” and “ absence 
without leave.” The specifications that 
accused, having received permission to delay 
regiment for thirty days, and having to 
adj utant-general’s office for a further , and | 
been refused the same, did nevertheless to 


at the expiration of said delay, to the proper s 
his company. Lieutenant Roblasod” war 
from rank and 
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BUTLER’S SYSTEM OF HEALTH-EXERCISE. 
THE LIFTING CURE, 


NO. 830 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
D. P. BUTLER, M. D., Proprietor, Boston Mass. 
LEWIS G. JANES, Resident Physician and Business Manager 
LADIES DEPARIMENT. 
CAROLINE E. YOUNGS, Physician and Instructor. 
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-_ Pacific Railroad. 

An opportunity for investments in Real Estate, unequalled since 
the early days of Chicago. Circulars sent free to any address. 
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FOR SALE. 

4,000 Acres Heavy Pine Timber-land, very accessible, at $250 
per acre. 

1,000 Acres Good Farming Land, only eight miles from Dvturs, 
at $2 50 per acre. 

City Lots at all prices. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


McManvs.—You cannot receive a discharge properly until 
you have served out the full term of your enlistment. If you 
leave the State to reside you are merely dropped from the rolls, 
but can be “taken up” or held for duty should you ever re- 
turn to the place of enlistment. 

LEORELL.—Section 252 of the Code provides “that any fine 
for offences against the by-laws of any company of the Na- 
tional Guard or of regimental boards, not exceeding the sum 
of $25, a certified copy of the proceedings relating to the in- 
fiiction of which has been returned to any regimental court- 
martial, or Court of Appeals, may be enforced by such court 
in the manner hereinbefore provided, due notice being given 
to the delinquent.” 

Miir1a.—In the absence of a field officer, the fact of the 
senior captain taking cemmand of a regiment or battalion 
does not destroy the seniority of his company, and it would 
still hold its position on the right. 

J. C., Fort RerNoips.—After company inspection the com- 
pany (at unfixed bayonets) will take its position, as prescribed 
by Appendix I., page 346, Upton. At guard mounting each 
detachment takes its position with unfixed bayonets, in ac- 
cordance with the tactics, but after the guard inspection 
marehes to its post with fixed bayonets. 

M. H.—Neither Upton’s Tactics nor the Regulations throw 
any light upon your question as to which is “ the best milita- 
ry theatre or the best military dramatic association in the 
United States service.” During the season of 1864~’65 Vir- 
ginia was regarded as the great military theatre, and the 
dramatic company in which U.S. Grant and others were lead- 
ing stars won reputation there. 

A. C. 0.—Soldiers who enlisted as veterans prior to April 
1, 1864, were entitled to $400. 

Barracks.—The new officer of the day should wear his sash 
Sete ee a ee at guard mount- 

(A number of Anewers to Correspondents have been laid over 
this week, and will be attended to at our earliest convenience.) 


The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual expres- 
sions of epinion tn communications addressed to the JOURNAL. 

The postage on the Journat is twenty-five cents a year, payable 
quarterly, in advance, at the office where received. 

Subscribers who purpose binding their volumes at the end of the year 
should be careful to preserve their files of the paper, as we no longer 
tereotype the paper, and are not able, therefore, to supply all of the back 
numbers of this volume. 

The subscription price of Tut Anmy anp Navy Jovurnat is 81x 
DoLvars a year, or Torex Do.iars for siz months, invariably in 
advance. Remittances may be made in a Post-Ofice money order 
United States funds, or Quartermasters’, Paymasters’, or other drafts. 
which should b: made payable to the order of the Proprietors, W. O. & 
F. P. Cuvurca. Where none of these can be procured, send the money, 
but always in a registered letter. The registration fee has been reduced | . 
to fifleen cents, and the present registration system has been found by 
the postal authoritves to be virtually an absolute protection against losses 


l- | by mail. All postmasters are obliged to register letters whenever re- 
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THE LATE SECRETARY STANTON. 


THER times than ours must be charged with 
passing final judgment on the character and ca- 
reer of Epwix M. Stanton. We, with whom he 
moved and worked, are too near the great War 
Secretary todo him absolute justice. Gazed at 
through our lenses of prejudice or clouds of igno- 
rance, his figure now is magnified beyond all com- 
pass, now dwindles toa littleness that never be- 
longed to the man, and almost always is bent out 
of that just proportion which it will one day as- 
sume, when it enjoys the perspective of distance, 
and is viewed in the “ dry light ” of history. 

This, however, is sure to men’s minds, even of 
our day, that Stanton must be ranked with the 
great names of the war and of American history? 
His faults were those commonly allied with great- 
ness; and with whatever historic parallels we 
amuse ourselves, it is only with great names that 
Sranton’s can be associated or compared. 

He was a mere lawyer, incapable of military 
judgment, and vacant of military ideas. Neverthe- 
less, by the sheer force of his personal prowess and 
executive genius, he kept himself at the head of the 
War Bureau through the great rebellion. He made 
mistakes, as most men do, and his military blun- 
ders cost the country dear, as most military blun- 
ders did; yet he learned such wisdom from experi- 
ence, that Stanton with GRANT in Virginia was not 
the same man asSTaNTON with McCLeELLan. Silly 
people, who fancy military genius comes virtute 
officii, and that in order to make a man a great 
captain, you have only to sew epaulettes to his 
shoulders, have been busying themselves in prov- 
ing that the late Secretary, because he was Secre- 
tary, was a soldier. StTaNToN was no soldier— 
neither born nor made; and as for generalship, 
he had none of it. The! marvel iu his career is 
that he got on without it, and did so much and so 
well for his country. Greatest of American War 
Secretaries, his fame ,will tower among cabinet 
ministers, even as the niche he made for himself 
in our history is among the highest. 

He magnified his office. His presence overshad- 
owed that of the other members of Mr. LINcoLNn’s 
cabinet. In all the departments his influence was 
felt, and in his own his will waslaw. He sought 
at first to extend this direct authority to the field, 
but experience taught him to retrace these steps,and 
to repair the mischief of too frequent intervention. 
Nevertheless, so great were his talents, that had he 
been a soldier, either by instinctor education, he 
might sometimes have advantageously substituted 
his closet plans for those of the commanders in the 
field. Had he even seen alittle real service at any 
time, he could better have interfered in the field 
but as it was, his few efforts at,interference in the 
conduct of campaigns were rarely to his credit or 
the country’s profit. 

Yet even in this preliminary and natural error 
SranTON, after all, followed the habit of his time. 
Almost everybody was then ignorant of war. 
During the first year of the rebellion our armies 
were “‘ mobs of town-meetings ;” officers were mis- 
tered or squired by their men, and their orders 
were habitually approved or disapproved in pre- 
ambles and resolutions offered in self-called meet- 
ings of the “high privates.” It was thought in 








those days that every free American citizen was ca- 
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pable of commanding an army; that every soldier 
was his own strategist; and that military science 
could be acquired as the quacks advertise German, 
“‘ without instructor, in six short and easy les- 
sons.” Lincoxn had his “ my plan as against your 
plan” for the commander of his Eastern army, and 
his “‘ I thought and said you were wrong at Vicks- 
burg, but hereby acknowledge,” etc., for the com- 
mander of his Western army. Stanton did no 
more, and toward the end of the war, not so 
much. 


When, however, we turn from what Stanton 
was not, namely, a soldier, to what he was, a War 
Secretary and an aadministrator, we turn at once 
to his unequalled greatness. As Grand and 
important asthe dash or courage of the field is, 
in our modern times, the organizing power of the 
cabinet. The downfall of Austria was worked 
out at Kéniggratz and Custozza, but it wis plot- 
ted and perfected at Berlin. Other things equal, 
it is, of course, the army that is kept most prompt- 
ly supplied with men, munitions, provisions, and 
all the appliances of campaigning, so that it is al- 
ways foot-loose, and so that its generals need only 
look to duties before them and not to the support 
behind them, that wins. 

From a warm personal friend of Mr. Stanton we 
receive the following: 

It was said of William Pitt that he died of old age 
at 46. Mr. Stanton had crowded the work of twenty 
full years into the four years of the war. Utterly 
thoughtless from first to last of his own fame, throwing 
the whole weight and exhaustless resources of his intel- 
lectual and moral nature into our great struggle for na- 
tional existence, never for one moment pausing in his 
work for the nation to answer charges as persistent as 
they were baseless against himself, not only incorrupti- 
ble, but dispensing his immense patronage without 
thought of personal ambition, or of placing friend or 
relative where he could make money,—he came out of 
the war “ respected by all good men, and the terror of 
evil-doers,” and unexcelled asa war minister by any in 
history. His fame is sure; his history and that of the 
war are one. With a million of men in the pay of the 
War Department, he was felt in shaping power, and in 
re-enforcing vitality from the centre to the furthest regi- 
ment in the service. How few of the men who fought 
so superbly at Nashville dreamed, that from the hour 
General Sherman struck for Savannah, Mr. Stanton’s 
whole anxiety was for General Thomas, that for ten 
days he scarcely slept, and that before the battle that 
army had been re-enforced by 25,000 men, hurried by 
him from all parts of the North-west in regiments, com, 
panies, and squads, to the relief of its great general ! 

They valued him most who knew him best. Mr. Fes- 
senden said in private, in July, 1862 : “Mr. Stanton has 
a world of work upon his shoulders ; his mind acts with 
great rapidity ; he makes mistakes sometimes—never 
great ones—but he has no conceit of personal opinion, 
and no man corrects them more readily.) He is,in my 
judgment, the only man in this city, since the beginning 
of the war, who has shown real executive faculty.” In 
the Senate, after the war, Mr. Fessenden put more elab- 
orately on record his exalted opinion of his great facul- 
ties, his lofty patriotism, and his absolute personal in. 
tegrity. 

An anecdote from Mr. Stanton’s own lips, last sum- 
mer, told in kind defence of Mrs. Lincoln, shows the in- 
stantaneous right action of his mind when he first be- 
came Secretary. We use his own language: “ The 
second day after,I took office, one of those indescribable 
half loafers, half gentlemen came into my office, and 
handed me acard from Mrs. Lincoln asking that the 
man be made acommissary. I said, ‘ Thereis no place 
for you, and if there were, the fact that you bring me 
such a card would prevent my giving it to you ; and I 
tore the card up. The next day he came with a kind of 
small triumph in his eye, and handed me a formal letter 
from Mrs. Lincoln, making the same request. Isaid, ‘I 
told you yesterday there was no place for you—there 
never will be one while I am Secretary.’ I tore up the let- 
ter, saying, * I will see Mrs. Lincoln.’ During the day I 
called upon her, and said, ‘I thoughtit only proper to 
call upon you, madam, regarding a card and letter I 
have received from you.’ She said,‘ Yes, Mr. Secretary, 
Ithought that as wife of the President I was entitled 
to ask forso small a favor.’ I said, ‘Madam, we are in 
the midst of a great war for national existence. Our 
success depends upon the people. My first duty is to the 
people of the United States ; my next duty protect 
your husband’s honor, and yourown. If I should make 
such appointments, I should strike at the very root} of 
all confidence of the people in the [government, in 
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your husband, and you and me.’ She said at once : ‘ Mr. 
Stanton, you are right, and I will never ask you for any- 
thing again,’ and she never did.” 

Like that people, he never, in the darkest hours, de- 
spaited or doubted. The sneers of England and France, 
incompetent generals, lost battles, virulent political op- 
position, only intensified his will, and gave full scope to 
his tireless energy and vast resources. Space will not 
allow us to dwell upon the record, and every true patriot 
knowsits great outlines by heart. But we cannot for- 
bear to touch upon a few points, one of which was the 
singularly interesting relations between him and Mr. 
Lincoln. Few men could have borne so equably as Mr. 
Lincoln did some of the checks he met from Mr. Stan- 
top. Few war ministers have had such real personal 
affection and respect for their king or president as Mr. 
Stanton had for Mr. Lincoln. The President knew that 
his Secretary was absoluteiy free from self-seeking, and 
that if he struck an occasional blow counter to his own, 
it was for the nation, and from no lust of power. Thus, 
when sometimes the Secretary’s path as an executive 
officer crossed the path of Mr. Lincoln in that long-head- 
ed game of polities, which he knew how to play as well 
as Jefferson did, the superior often yielded, without loss 
of pride, to his great subordinate. 

Mr. Lincoln had some elements of greatness beyond 
Mr. Stanton. We believe his simple speech at Gettys- 
burg to be the greatest ever uttered by a ruler of men. 
But he never could divorce politics from war. Whenhe 
was at Richmond, after its evacuation, and while Grant 
was pursuing Lee, Judge Campbell and a few other 
leading rebels told him that Lee had never fought out 
of Virginia, that he went with his State; that, if Mr. 
Lincoln would summon together the “Extra Billy” 
Smith rebel Legislature, and it should withdraw Virginia 
from the Confederacy, Lee would lay down his arms, 
Mr. Lincoln actually issued an order to two generals 
for its execution. The order came to the War Office, 
and Mr. Stanton instantly relieved those officers, thus 
making its execution impossible. It was really beautiful 
in Mr. Lincoln that, when he came to Washington, he 
told Mr. Stanton he was right, and thanked him for his 
peremptory intervention. 

Macaulay said of the French revolutionist Barras: 
“There was only one service that Barras could render 
England, and that was to hate her, and for that we thank 
him.” The sense of great national loss, now expressed 
almost universally by tongue and pen, would be incom- 
plete without the homage of those enemies of the war 
and of the Secretary who followed upon his track when 
living, and who howl their impotent hyena rage to-day. 
When he was asked why he allowed such charges as 
Mr. Montgomey Blair’s—that he was the medium of com- 
munication between Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Seward— 
to go unanswered, when it was wholly false, and when 
Mr. Black was the medium, he said: “If I stopped to an- 
swer such stuff, I should have nothing elsetodo.” Mr. 
Seward drew the order announcing the suspension of 
habeas corpus ;,and Mr. Lincoln announced it to the 
Cabinet as athing done. The Secretary was charged 
with being its real author. Mr. Lincoln peremptorily 
withdrew Shields’s brigade from Banks, against the pro- 
test of Mr. Stanton ; and even Republican journals ig- 
norantly asked the President to remove his Secretary 
for the President’s own act. Mr. Stanton never saw 
one of the conspirators who were tried for assassination, 
and only wrote a letter to the Navy Department for an 
iron-clad for their temporary confinement, and then the 
whole matter passed to others. He left unanswered 
every imaginable charge of personal cruelty to them. 

These specimens of matters more personal to the Sec- 
retary bring us to the greatest loss the country has suf- 
fered in his death. His fame, without his own explana- 
tions to a biographer, will take careof ifself. There is 
enough known to interpret the unknown. But the great 
logs is that 80 much history dies with him. John Quincy 
Adams used to say, forty years ago, that the true history 
of the American Revolution could never be written, be- 
cause the great actors in it, who from position and scope 
of mind could see and state its history in right relations, 
were all gone. How much history died with Mr. Lin- 
coln! After him, of the three great civilians in execu- 
tive position, Gov. Andrew, Mr. Stanton, and Gov. Mor- 
ton, two have gone. All three of the great dead, over- 
whelmed with public cares, leave nothing but their 
public record, while with them dies that most interest- 
ing and most important interior history which strikes 
the very keys of eyent—motive and character. 

Mr. Stanton has been charged with bad manners. It 
is true that when he was working sixteen hours a day, 
with every moment exigent, he did not waste time in 
politeness to wretched “ axe-grinders”’ and respectable 
bores. He was necessarily impatient of inefficiency and 
long stories. He may occasionally have been unintention- 
ally unjust to real merit. But what does this weigh 
against absolute self-abnegation and the devotion of his 


whole powers to his country? We have wondered, rath- 
er, as we have seen him day after day in the War Office, 
at his patience, his simplicity, his thoughtlessness of self. 
With all his force of nature, he was as free from all ego- 
tism and self-assertion as was Rufus Choate. 

His real tenderness was commensurate with his pas- 
sionate indignation. When the erroneous news came that 
General Canby, so long his noble companion in the De- 
partment, had been killed, he wept like a child. In 
private life he was the simplest, the most affectionate, 
the most unselfish of men. 
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AN interesting proceeding on habeas corpus has been 
recently concluded in the New York State Supreme 
Court. It was instituted to obtain the discharge from 
the Army of Recruit Herman Hattenhorst of the “ gen- 
eral service.” The petition of the mother, on which the 
writ was asked, alleged that the soldier’) was her son, 
and only seventeen years of age when he was enlisted 
without her consent by Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel I. 8. 
Catlin, recruiting officer in Brooklyn, on Nov. 27, 1869. 
Judge Freedman, of the New York Superior Court al- 
lowed the writ, and made it returnable on December 
20th at the special term of the Supreme Court, in New 
York, before Judge George G. Barnard. Brevet Briga- 
dier-General T.H. Neill, commanding Fort Columbus, 
duly made “ return,” certifying to the enlistment of the 
soldier, and enclosing his enlistment paper and plead- 
ing want of jurisdiction to require the production or 
discharge of the soldier under the decisions of the gen- 
eral term of the New York Supreme Court. There was 
no oath as to age beyond the usual oath of enlist- 
ment and allegiance, and the soldier was not produced, 
The counsel for petitioner, George C. Moore, esq., offer- 
ed to traverse the return, under oath, denying the facts 
therein set forth, and alleging fraud as an additional 
ground for discharge, in that the soldier had stated his 
correct age when offering to enlist, but that he had been 
induced to falsify it by a sergeant of the recruiting 
party, and say he was twenty-one. The court ruled that 
on the simple question of minority, presented in the 
petition, the court had no jurisdiction, but that it was 
exclusively vested in the Secretary of War (vide Acts 
of Congress of Feb. 20 and July 4, 1864), and that he 
himself had always held since 1861, that the State 
courts had no jurisdiction in the premises. As to the 
question of fraud, etc., presented by the traverse of the 
petitioner, the following was the order of the court: 
“The within writ is discharged, and the petitioner re- 
manded, as I have always held that a State court can- 
not discharge, but a United States court must.” 

Lieutenant Gardner, First Artillery, appeared for the 
United States. 











WE have received a copy of correspondence between 
General Schuyler Hamilton and General McClellan, and 
Colonel H. L. Scott and General McClellan, in relation 
to the alleged disclosure of military secrets by Colonel 
Scott, about the time of the contemplated movement on 
Monson’s Hill, early in the war. The newspapers at 
the time published a paragraph to the effect that Gen- 
eral McClellan had called upon Mr. Lincoln, and re- 
marked to him that his plans had been communicated 
to the enemy; that as President Lincoln, Colonel 
Scott, and himself had been the only parties to the con- 
ference, one of the three had betrayed the confidence, 
and that it was not he. People at Washington sup- 
posed that Colonel Thomas A. Scott, Assistant Secretary 
of War at the time, was the person inculpated ; but 
others at a distance, and the public very generally, it 
seems, assumed that it was Colonel H. L. Scott, the san-in- 
law of General Scott, who, by the way, was not in Wash- 
ington at the time, and could not have been a party to any 
such council. General McClellan now sets the whole 
thing at rest by declaring: “It is untrue that I said to 
President Lincoln that my plansfor a movement on 
Monson’s Hill had been betrayed to the enemy, or that 
I ever coupled the name of any one bearing the name 
of Scott with that or any other real or supposed instance 
of betrayal of plans. I was never aware ‘of the pre- 
sence of Colonel Henry L. Scott in Washington at any 
time while I wasthere during the recent war. I had 
never any reason to suppose that he knew anything 
about my plans or those of any other officer relating to 
operations of the late war. I never suspected him of 
any such betrayal, and consequently never accused him 
of it.” 

JuDGE Blatchford, of the United States District Court, 
Southern District of New York, entered an order on 
Dec. 24th, dismissing a writ of habeas corpus which had 
been issued Oct. 22d, to procure the discharge from mil- 
itary service of Private William Price, a general service 
recruit, at the principal recruiting depot, New York Har- 
bor. Price was enlisted by Brevet Brigadier-General J. B. 











Kiddoo, U. 8. A., Sept. 18, 1869, in New York city, and 
he prafer for the writ alleged he wasa married man 
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when enlisted, and a British subject, and so much in- 
toxicated as not to know what he was doing. Brevet 

Brig.-Gen. Neill made return similar to the Ferrens case, 
reported at the time inthe ARMY AND NAVy JOURNAL, 
and except as to alienage,the questions involved were 

the same. That an alien may lawfully enlist is fully 
set forth in the opinions of the successive U. 8. Attor- 
neys general, Crittenden and Cushing (V. Opinions, p. 

878, and VI. Opinions, pp. 474 and 607) : also in the de- 
cision of the New York Supreme Court in 1848, in U. 
8. vs. Private Wyngall (5 Hill’s Rep. 16), and the Act of 
Congress of July 17, 1862, sec. 21 (12 U. S. Stat. at 
Large, p. 594), which conclusively showsthe intent of the 
law-making power on this subject. Messrs. Charles 
Donohue and J.C. Voorhies appeared for petitioner, and 
Lieutenant Gardner for Government. 








ONE of twenty gun-carriages,and platforms, now con- 
structing, on Captain Moncrieff’s system, for land and 
coast defences, was lately tried at Woolwich in the pres, 
ence of many British and foreign officers. The account 
say8 that “in the construction of these carriages and 
platforms several alterations and (improvements have 
been embodied, which bad been suggested to the invent- 
or from his experience of the working of the first car- 
riage and platform made on his plan, which is now at 
Shoeburyness, the success of which led to the aduption 
of the Moncrieff system in the British service. The fol- 
lowing are a few particulars of the carriage and plat- 
form :—Nature, 7-inch rifled muzzle-loading gun ; weight 
of gun,7 tons ; weight of elevator and counterpoise weight, 
14 tons 7 cwt.; weight of carriage, 1 ton 8 cwt. ; weight 
of platform, 5 tons 2 ewt. ; total weight, 27 tons 17 cwt. 
The height of the axis of the gun in loading position is 
11ft. 2in., and in thefiring position (using 22lb. charges) 
6ft. 8in. At the experiments five rounds were fired, 115 
lb. shot in the solid cylinder form, and {22 battering 
charges, except the first round, which wasan: exception 
alcharge of 18lb. “The recoils,” we! areteld, “ were 
perfect, the gun gracefully retutming:to its loading 
position after each discharge. ‘Three bolts were 
fractured which connected the rear end‘of the sloping 
rail or guide to the right sida of the platform. This was 
simply a faultof material, and in no ‘way affected the 
working qualities of the platform; it would not have 
occurred had washers been used. There was no pivot 
or racers on the ground platform, the trucks supporting 
the whole mass simply resting on four small smooth 
pieces of iron plate, but not the slightest movement 
occurred, although no means were adopted to prevent 
movement to the rear on firing. 








In Switzerland almost every child is taught to bear 
arms, and every citizen has his military duties. The 
entire force of the Republic is organized in four divisions 
—the first and principal being composed of young men 
in the flower of their age—and these sections are suc- 
cessively called out as an emergency arises. On the 
rollsof the Confederation,,out of a population of two 
millions and a half, there are about 340,000 men trained 
to fight ; and it is a striking proof of the practical ex- 
cellence of this system, that in 1847, when eight cantons 
seceded from the Bund, and the majority proceeded to 
coerce them, both sides had, in the space of three weeks, 
well equipped and disciplined armies in the field, 
amounting respectively to nearly 40,000 and 100,000 
men, with a proportionate supply of artillery. The ex- 
penditure of the Confederation on the organization of 
these military forces is about $675,000 a year; yet the 
Federal army of 82,000 is always ready to take the field, 
and the first reserve of 42,000 is almost in as advanced 
astate of preparation. 


FIFTEEN ofthe newly made Henry-Martini rifles for 
use in the English Army have been sent to Aldershot to 
be issued ; five being given to one of the regiments in 
each of the infantry brigades, They are to undergo aa 
experimental trial extending over twelve months, during 
which 2,000 rounds of ball cartridge and 1,000 rounds of 
blank are to be fired from each rifle. Each infantry regi- 
ment at the camp is to have the rifles in turn, and at 
the end of the experimental trial the commanding offi- 
cers are to furnish reports on the new arms for the in- 
formation of the Secretary of State for War and the 
Field Marshal commanding in chief, 


A BIL has been introduced into Congress to donate 
ten sections of public land to John Martin, a citizen of 
the Territory of New Mexic& for having, at his own 
great risk and expense, sunk a well, and obtained a copi- 
ous supply of pure water, on the Jornada del Muerto, a 
sterile region of the public domain, in the Territory of 
New Mexico, and demonstrated the practicability of 
redeeming a vast region of sterile country, upon which 
the government of the United States has heretofore 
made frequent and expensive, but fruitless efforts to 

















obtain water,"with a view of rendering said sterile re- 
gion fertile, habitable, and valuable. - ’ 
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THE STORY OF THE SEVENTH REGIMENT. 


BEtow, the readers of the JouRNAL will find some 
additional extracts from Mr. Swinton’s new work on the 
war (the “ History of the New York Seventh Regiment”), 
which has been received with so well-deserved a wel- 
come. Some three years ago, it was desired by the mem- 
bers and past members of the Seventh regiment to pre- 
sent in fitting historic shape the record of the regi- 
ment’s services during the war, and more particularly 
the record of its famous march in 1861, and of its large 
contribution of officers to the Union armies. These two 
facte—the memorable one that it led the van of all the 
New York regiments in the first hour of peril, and that 
(besides its services as a regiment in 1862 and 1863) it 
furnished no less than 606 of its graduates to the war, 
in all positions, from private to major-general—were 
justly thought worthy of commemoration. Colonel 
Jackson 8. Schultz, a well-known public-spirited citizen 
of New York, requested Colonel Lefferts by letter, alike 
in behalf of the Veteran Association and of the active 
regiment, that this record of services should be made by 
a competent historian. This letter was laid before 
Mr. Swinton; who had just published his “Cam- 
paigns of the Army of the Potomac,” and the task in 
question was gladly accepted. The result we have in 
the volume justissued—a result not only extremely cred- 
itable to the regiment, who are to be congratulated up- 
on the method in which this work has been done for 
them, but to our entire body of citizen-soldiery. The 
fidelity and accuracy of the book are specially remarka- 
ble. Save for one or two trivial typographical errors (of 
easy correction with the pencil), the volume, dealing as 
it does with a myriad details, is exceedingly accurate. 
Though immediately designed for the regiment, and 
unpretending in its scope, it cannot fail to have a far 
more general perusal. Its constant series of word-paint- 
ings, its terse characterizations, the vein of quiet humor 
running through it, its spirited descriptions of camp 
scenes, of march and bivouac—true alike of all regi- 
ments—will commend the book to all the many readers 
of the “ Army of the Potomac ” and the “ Twelve Bat- 
tles.”” 

TRANSPORT EXPERIENCE IN 1861. 


Between two and three o'clock, the sergeants called, 
‘Fall in.” Soon after, the regiment was tramping 
down Jefferson avenue to the wharf where the Boston 
lay, and embarked. It was surmised at once that the 
boat was a “snug fit,” with no room to spare; at 4:20 
the hawsers were cast off from the wharf. 

It was an inexpressibly lovely April afternoon, worthy 
of latter May or June. As the boat left the dock and 
steamed down the Delaware, the multitude of spectators 
broke out into hearty cheers, and the men-of-war at the 
Navy-yard manned their yards and dipped their colors. 
The regiment sent back responsive cheers, for the 
thought of a forward movement filled all faces with 
smiles and all hearts with joy. Though yet uninformed 
of their route, an inkling of it had been ned by the 
—. and, at all events, they were southward bound. 
As the rays of parting day streamed over the boat, light- 
ing up the picturesque groups, and brightening their 
gay uniforms, arms and equipments, a memorable scene 
was presented. “Fellows fumbling in haversacks for 
rations,” writes O’Brien, in his spirited, sketchy way ; 
ee pacing up and down, with drawn bayonets ; 
knapsacks piled in corners ; bristling heaps of muskets, 
with sharp, shining teeth, crowded into every available 
nook ; picturesque groups of men lolling on deck, pipe 
or cigar in mouth, unbuttoned jackets, crossed legs, 
heads leaning on knapsacks, blue uniforms everywhere, 
with here and there a glint of officers’ red lighting up 
the foreground.” 

ogee of Sunday found the regiment on the ocean. 
Another delicious day had dawned—mild, clear, and 
bright, the air soft but inspiring, and the sky befitting 
the latitude the regiment had reached. Very fortunate 
it was for the regiment that the weather was so propi- 
tious. Transports, from time immemorial, have been 
the special horror of the soldier. With all provisions 
for comfort, he usually has a hard lot on shipboard, and 
much more when the voyage is sudden and without 
P . Lovely as was the starry night—and such 

ndeed were all the days and nights on the Boston— 
when the members of the Seventh came to compare 
notes, at five o'clock on Sunday morning, regarding 
= experiences, they found them by no means couleur 


rose. 
The thousand and more men filled the craft to over- 
flowing, from the upper cabin to the dark and damp 
hold. The men slept in their overcoats wherever they 
could—some on bags of coal, some on the open deck, 
some in the close hold—* dovetailed,” writes one soldier, 
“only that there was very little of the dove about it.” 
However, what was lost in sleep was made up in sing- 
laughing and chatting ; reveille at five stirred up 
the sleepers, and, crowding out, they shook them- 
selves, and indulged in the Juxury of a wash in the fire- 
buckets. Guard-mounting and regularly on 
up the discipline, 

it was no holida: 


y | and 


column turned upon Long Bridge, a low murmur of de- 
light ran throughout the ranks. Then the regiment 
passed the guard stationed to prevent civilians crossing, 
stretched across the mile of rickety and rotten planks 
andtrembling girders, defended at intervals by earth- 
works, and at 4 A. M., at the first faint gleam of dawn, 
stood on Virginia soil. 

Half a mile farther on the Alexandria Road came 
orders to ‘halt and stack arms—the Seventh’s first 
bivouac in Virginia. A picturesque bivouac it was. The 
sleepy dropped on the railway track and slept soundly. 
The active organized intoimproptu forage parties, laid 
hold on neighboring fence-rails (all the fences in Vir- 
ginia have since been burned), and soon had fires flam- 
ing in the air, and raw pork and ham sizzling and fry- 
ing in better or worse cookery. The camp-fires glowin 
in the gray of morning; the stacks of arms, wit 
canteens, haversacks, and red blankets pendent; the 
groups in gay soldiers’ costume gathered about the 
embers ; the prone and slumberous figures, with track 
ties for couches, their blankets for bedding, the iron rail, 
covered by the coat-cape, for a pillow; recumbent men 
scattered on the road and in the grass; the dim and 
distant clusters and fires of other regiments around and 
ahead, the sun climbing to outshine the paling moon— 
it was all a memorable picture. 

Broad day came. The troops in advance were seen to 
be busily intrenching. Mounted orderlies and couriers 
dashed forth and back, clattered across Long Bridge ; 
and one aide-de-camp, as he galloped breathlessly by, 
toward Washington, hoarsely called, “ Alexandria tak- 
en this; morning by the Fire Zouaves—Ellsworth 
killed.” The words thrilled like those tidings on the 
former march of the baptismal blood poured by - 
chusetts on the pavements of guilty Baltimore.; 

Now the sun blazes hotter and hotter as he rises in 
theheavens. The Jerseymen are bravely at work in- 
trenching on the ridge ahead. Soon the road becomes 
uncomfortable under the sun, and, scaling the fence, the 
regiment changes its ,bivouac to the race-course, and 
constructs fantastic tents and booths, some of blankets 
thrown over musket-stacks, or stretched in long lines 
with bayonets for tent-poles, some of branches of trees, 
some of rails—anything to keep out the broiling sun. 
From the race-course is visible the white mansion of 
General Lee on Arlington Heights. Through clouds of 
stifling dust wagons loaded with picks and spades come 
forward, and everywhere engineers are drawing lines 
for intrenchments, 


SPADES ARE TRUMPS. 


The next morning (Saturday, May 25th), Colonel Lef- 
ferts, at daylight, sent Captain Viele to the trenches, 
with a request to the engineer officer in command there 
that he would allow the Seventh to go to work and re- 
lieve the New Jersey regiment, which was constructing 
the southeastern angle of the redoubt. The latter of- 
ficer did not relieve the New Jersey regiment, but he 
accepted the proposal of Colonel Lefferts in marking out 
more definitely the southwestern angle redoubt, and 
allowing the men of the Seventh to construct it. At 
once a strong working party was detailed from the regi- 
ment and went to work. 
felled a large peach orchard of several acres, with a few 
cedars, about three hundred trees in all, which covered 
the glacis of the work and obstructed it. The rest, with 
pick and shovel, dug in the trenches. This detail was 
relieved by others after two hours, and so, with good 
spirits and cheerfulness, the work went briskly on all 
day long. The rain fell in torrents during the morn- 
ing; but the sun came out hot afterward, and dried the 
men, who had been drenched. The noon meal and 
night meal of crackers and pork were well earned by 
the hungry and wet diggers; some country people 
helped to eke out the rations also, by bringing in for 
salea little butter, milk and bread. At night, sleep was 
sweet to the tired men, who lay flat on the und in 
the woods, with cartridge boxes for pillows, and feet to 
the camp fires. 

Sunday, the 26th, wasaday of hard work. Nearly 
the whole regiment was detailed for digging, felling 
trees, burning brush, etc. The working parties were 
made about two hundred strong, and each relief was on 
from two to three hours. Divine service was held in 
the morning by the chaplain, who, at the conclusion, 
laid down the Scriptures and took up the shovel, and, 
heading his congregation of young soldiers, went to 
work in the trenches, practising as vigorously as he had 
reached, and illustrating Luther’s maxim, Ora et la- 
ra. 








IMPROVED ACCOUTREMENTS. 


WE have received a copy of the following official 
communication with regard to the question of accoutre- 
ments for the soldier adapted to recent improvements in 
arms and ammunition: 

Forr Craic, N. M., August 20, 1868. 
Adjutant-General U.S. A. 

Sir: In April, 1867, I recommended to the Chief of 
Ordnance a belt in place of the box for metallic 
cartridges. He gave directions to the ordnance officer 
at St. Louis arsenal to make, under my direction, for 
trial, twenty of those belts, which, in July, 1867, were 
issued, ten each to two companies of my regiment, the 
Thirty-eighth Infantry, where they have been tested now 
more than a year. At the end of six months the cap- 
tains of these companies made their reports, and again 
at the end of a year, accompanied by statements of 
the men who had used the belts. Copies of these reports 
and attention thereto re- 


to the increasing favor to 
year’s trial over that given at 


These belts are of two kinds, as will be seen by en- 
eo nga et aye a em 
of Ondeanes- vantages claimed 


belts are as ; 
. Relief to soldier and ease in carrying, the 





| is homaeaaiy aekenens tne cal’ oke an 


La 





A part, armed with axes, | d 


January 1, 1870, 


$$ _ 











—— 


rson, and near his centre of gravity. It can be worn 

and still appear neat. 

2d. Obviating the shoulder belt, which always binds 
the muscles of the shoulder and chest, and the clothing 
about these parts, close to the person ; soldiers on long 
marches always throw it away. 

3d. It simplifies the accoutring of the soldier. 

4th. The greater safety, less waste, and easier respon- 
sibility for cartridges, as the waste of a single cartridge 
is at once detected by the officer. 

5th. The better care of the cartridge, for when thrown 
in a box, many together, the wear by attrition very soon 
destroys them. 

6th. Greater ease in handling cartridge in loading. 

The main points claimed on these belts are the loops 
for carrying each separate cartridge, and so arranged as 
to be worn without fatigue about the waist, and obvia- 
ting the shoulder belt. The simple modifications neces- 
sary fur attaching a scabbard or lining to protect the 
sewing are easy of application. 

I have respectfully to invite the serious consideration 
of the Adjutant-General of the Army and the Chief of 
Ordnance to all these points, 

A caisson for a single horse for supplying the lines 
from the ammunition train, should be introduced for ac 
tual service. Very respectfully, etc., 

W. B. Hazen, 
Colonel Thirty-eighth Infantry, Brevet Major-General. 

It will be noticed by the Chief of Ordnance, that in 
the doubled loop belt, by putting on the belt four sets 
of sliding loops, the soldier can easily go into action with 
eighty rounds. 








EDWIN M. STANTON. 


WE extract the following from a tribute to Mr. Stanton 
by his associate in the War Office, Mr. Charles A. Dana: 


As an advocate, his power was sometimes overwhelm- 
ing. We remember well its effect upon a deputation of 
merchants and capitalists from Baltimore who had come 
over to Washington to procure the release of a consider- 
able number of prominent traders of that city who had 
been imprisoned for furnishing goods to the enemy. 
There were perhaps fifteen gentlemen in the deputation. 
They had visited Mr. Lincoln, and been referred to the 
War Department. The Secretary received them kindly, 
and heard their statements one after the other. When 
they had finished, he inquired whether any of them had 
anything more to say, and then he replied. He described 
the rebellion, the wickedness of the attempt to destroy 
such a Government, the great sacrifigées the war had 
imposed upon the people, and the four hundred thousand 
of our young men, the flower and strength of the land, 
who had been laid in untimely graves. He dwelt upon 
the act the; imprisoned merchants had committed, fur- 
nishing aid to the Rebels in order that they might 
slaughter more of our sons, desolate more homes, and 
spread wider sorrow over the country. He spoke for 
about five minutes. It was the most eloquent and im- 
pressive speech we ever listened to. When he had done 
the delegation one by one took up their hats and silently 


eparted. 

Mr. Stanton has been charged with intriguing against 
McClellan, Buell, and Rosecrans. The charge is untrue. 
He intrigued against nobody ; intrigue was not his style. 
At first, he had a profound faith in all of those generals ; 
but when his faith was weakened, and even after it had 
been changed into positive distrust and anxiety, he con- 
tinued zealously doing everything in his power to 
strengthen and advance their operations against the 
enemy. Nor was it his practice pertinaciously to urge 
upon the President the removal of a general in whom 
he had confidence no longer. Having fully expressed 
his opinion to Mr. Lincoln, he would wait until the 
President had himself come to the same conclusion ; and 
it repeatedly happened that Mr. Stanton was credited 
with the withdrawal of an officer from his command 
when that event was due to other causes. Thus, we 
believe the removal of General Rosecrans from the Army 
of the Cumberland was effected, not by the Secretary of 
War, but through the advice of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who had become alarmed by the private 
accounts which he received from Chattan , from a 
military friend of high station in that army. The friends 
of General Rosecrans, however, and we dare say the 
General himself, attributed the event to Mr. Stanton; 
and we are bound to add that he cordially approved of 
it, although he had not brought it about. 

Toward General Grant Mr. Stanton entertained a 
hearty confidence and admiration, from the capture of 
Fort Donelson till the end of the war. During the 
canal-digging campaign in front of Vicksburg, efforts 
were made to secure Grant’s removal, but Mr. Stanton 
never acceded to them. It was afterward suggested 
that General Banks should relieve Grant during the 
siege of Vicksburg, but to this the War Department did 
not agree. Subsequently, when the President had 
determined to remove Rosecrans from Chattanooga, Mr. 
Stanton was the first to propose that Grant should be 
put in his place with extended authority. He also 
favored the promotion of Grant to the chief command, 
with the rank of lieutenant-general, and his influence 
had much to do in securing the passage of that measure 
through Congress. The creation of the full rank of 
general at a later period, however, we believe he did 
not approve, thinking it unnecessary as a reward to 
Grant, and not wholesome in its relation to republican 
institutions. * bed bs > * 

Honesty was a natural trait with Mr. Stanton. Noth- 
ing stirred his indignation more than the wickedness of 
men who could rob their country and enrich themselves 
at the expense of the people in the progress of such a 
war as ours. His opportunities of becoming wealthy by 

y were innumerable. He might have had an 
interest in contracts ; he might have commnuicated fn- 

formation; he might have grown rich secretly in a 
thousand ways. t mone of these things offered the 
least temptation to his mind ; and he left the War De- 
partment, after six years of administration, a poorer man 





than he entered it. 


Few persons outside the circle of Mr. Stanton’s most 
intimate friends are aware of the fact-thata proposition 
was made soon after his retirement from office to give 
him a purse of $100,000. This project was conceived by 
some wealthy merchants at a private dinner party in 
this city, and the tull amount was raised on the spot. 
The next question was how to induce Mr. Stanton to ac- 
cept the gift. Judge Pierrepont was deputed to exe- 
cute the delicate mission. He accordingly went to Wash- 
ington. He first broached the subject to Mrs. Stanton, 
who replied that she did not believe her husband would 
receive the present. 

Mrs. Stanton said that she would mention it to him on 
the first favorable opportunity. Mr. Stanton was in the 
next room, and probably overheard the conversation. 
Judge Pierrepont then went in to see him. He wassit- 
ting as an invalid in his arm-chair. 

“He received me,” said Judge Pierrepont, “ with his 
old kind smile, and although very feeble, made an at- 
tempt to rise to shake hands, I conversed with him on 
different subjects, but I did not make allusion to our 
project of eeemme | him witha purse. Finally I arose 
to take my leave. I was just about to open the door, 
when he said : 

“ «Pierrepont, come back: I have something to say to 

‘ou.’ 

“Treturned. Having taken a seat by hisside, he gen- 
tly laid his hand upon my shoulder, and, looking me 
straight in the face, feelingly said : 

“*T have always regarded you as my friend, Pierre- 
pont. You are going away now, and I may never see 
you again. I am,as you see, upon a bed of sickness, 
from which I may never rise. I want you to do me a 
favor. When you go back to New York, tell my friends 


there and elsewhere not to raise any money or other} rel 


gifts for me, for I must refuse them all. They have my 
thanks for their kind intentions, but I can never and 
will never accept cent as a gift from even my besi 
friend.’ 

“TI promised to comply with his request,” continued 
Mr. Pierrepont, “and the result was that the project was 
abandoned.” 








BREECH-LOADING SYSTEMS. 


BUREAU oF [ORDNANCE, NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
WasHINGTON CrTy, Mareh 24, 1869. ' 

GENTLEMEN : The bureau desires to substitute breech- 
loading muskets for the muzzle-loading muskets now 
in service, and you have been appointed a board for the 
purpose of ascertaining how this can be best carried 
into effect. 

You will, therefore— 

First. Make an examination of the best systems of 
breech-loading, and test them fully in respect to en- 
durance, convenience, and general efficiency. 

Second. Uniformity with the land service should be 
kept in view,and therefore like weight, caliber, and 
ammunition are to be assumed as necessary conditions 
for naval small-arms. 

Third. Inasmuch as the least length of arm is ’prefer- 
able for use on board ship,and in boats, you will con- 
sider whether it is advisable to use a shorter barrel than 
that of the land service, though of like weight, so as to 
have equal recoil, together with a sword bayonet. The 
bureau will premise that the drill and manceuvre of sea- 
_ acting ashore should always be that of light in- 

ntry. 

Fourth. The board will consider the details of equip- 
ment and the manual of the piece they recommend, and 
will report their views thereon. 

Fifth. The board,will convene at Washington, and re- 
port to the commandant of the Navy-yard there, who 
will be instructed to furnish all necessary facilities. 

Sixth. If any member of the board except to any part 
of the report, he will state the difference of opinion at 
the end of the report of the board. Very respectfully, 

J. A. DAHLGREN, Rear-Admiral and Chief of Bureau. 
Captain WILLIAM REYNOLDS, senior member ; Captain S. 

icholson, Commander K. R. Bregsz, Captain 

McCLaNnE TriuTon U.S. Marine Corps. 

Forwarded by C. H. Poor, Commandant. 

BUREAU OF ORDNANCE, NAVY DEPARTMENT, } 
WASHINGTON CiTy, May 24, 1869. § 

Sm: In connection with the duties of the board of 
which you are the senior member, the bureau desires 
that the question of suitable cartridge-boxes for the 
new breech-loading pistols and carbines may be ex- 
amined and reported upon. 

For the present the bureau has issued to service, boxes 
prepared on the plan of Mr. Howlett, of New York, and 
also for the carbines, boxes fitted with blocks to hold 
the cartridge; and for the pistols, the percussion-cap 
boxes used with the muzzle-loading muskets. 

Samples of these, and other boxes designed for the 
same purpose, are in the office of the inspector of ord- 
nance of the Navy-yard; but the bureau does not con- 
fine thescope of your examination tothem. I am, sir, 
your obedient servant, J. A. DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral and Chief of Bureau. 
Captain WHuLLIAM REYNOLDS, Senior Officer, Board 
on Rified Muskets, Navy-yard, Washington. 
ORDNANCE Rooms, NAVY-YARD, 
WASHINGTON, August 2, 1869.5 

Sm : In compliance with your instructions, which are 
herewith annexed in the original, we have to report— 

That the board convened at this yard on the 25th of 
March last, and proceeded with the examination and 
testing of breech-loading rifles as specimens were re- 
onvel and as the weather and other circumstances per- 
mitted. 

An announcement of the session of the board, and of 
ita objects, was made public through the Washington 
Chronicle, the ARMY AND Navy JORRNAL, and other 
newspapers. 

A set of rules was drawn up, prescribing the condi- 
tions‘on which specimen breech-loaders would be re- 
ceived, and copies of these rules were furnished to ex- 
hibitors on application. The original is annexed, marked 
A. 
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A series of tests to which the different systems of 
breech-loaders should be subjected was also determined 
on. The original is annexed, marked B. ’ 

As there were no modern specimens of breech-loadin 
rifles on hand here, the board made a requisition, throug 
the Bureau of Ordnance, on the Army Ordnance Depart- 
ment, for the following arms: 

One Springfield breech-loading rifled mysket, cal. 50, 
model 1866. 

One Springfield breech-loading rifled musket, cal. 50, 
model 1868. 

One Springfield reech-loading rifled musket, cal. 58, 
Allen’s plan. 

One Remington breech-loading rified musket, cal. 50. 

These pieces were received on the 27th of April, and 
were furnished for the purpose of testing. 

Previously a Roberts breech-loader and a Berdan 
breech-loader were sent to the board by the Army Ord- 
nance Department for examination only. ; 

Subsequently, various ; specimens of breech-loading 
rifles were received from the inventors,or from their 
agents or representatives, as follows : 

A Roberts rifled musket, by General B. 8. Roberts, 
cal. 50, Springfield barrel. 

A Remington rifle, cal. 50, new Springfield barrel; a 
Remington rifle, cal. 50, Remington barrel ; a Remington 
rifle, cal. 42,‘Spanish barrel; and a Remington Rider 
rifle, cal. 50, Remington Rider barrel—by Messrs. Rem- 
ington & Sons, through Mr. W. C. Squire. 

A Barton rifle, by General W. G. Ward, cal. 50, invent- 
or’s barrel. 

A Barton rifle, by J. W. Keene, cal. 42, inventor’s bar- 
rel. 

A Barton rifle, by J. W. Keene, cal. 50, inventor’s bar- 


el. 
A Sharps rifle, by Sharps Rifle Company, cal. '50, in- 
ventor’s barrel. 

A Morgenstern rifle, by W. Morgenstern, cal. 42, in- 
ventor’s barrel. 

A Needham rifled musket, by H. Noah, cal. 50, Spring- 
field barrel. 

A Roberts rifled musket, by C. F. Manson, cal. 50, 
Springfield barrel. 

A Millbank rifleded musket, by J.M. Millbank, cal. 59, 
Springfield barrel. 

A Maynard rifled musket, by E. Maynard, cal. 50, 
Springfield harrel. 

A Weatherby rifled musket, by C. Weatherby, cal. 50, 
Springfield barrel. 

The breech-loaders above enumerated, as presented to 
the board, may be classed as follows : 

The lever system, witlr perpendicular sliding breech- 
block, as the Roberts and Sharps. 

The bolt and horizontal sliding breech-block system, 
as the Barton and Maynard ; the bolt and hinged breech- 
block, asthe Morgenstern ; and the bolt and ratchet and 
lever system of Weatherby, 

The swinging or hinged breech-block system, as the 
Allen, Needham, Berdan,and Millbank. 

The Remington system, which {has the breech-block 
pivoted below the level of the chamber, and which has 
neither lever, bolt, nor trough-like receiver. 

The board has carefully examined all the breech-load- 
ets presented to it, and has tested one or more of each 
system, as will appear upon ‘examination of the“ test 
records,” herewith submitted. These “ test records” are 
referred to for a description of each piece, and for an ex- 
hibit of its performance under the various trials to which 
it was subjected 

Each system of breech-loaders put under trial has fair- 
ly withstood al! the tests for endurance, as applied by 
this board. 

Every breech-loader tested by the board can be loaded 
and fired from the shoulder with greater rapidity than 
will be practicable in ordinary service. 

While each system of breech-loading examined or 
tested by this board has its own peculiar merits, the 
board is unanimous in preferring the Remington system 
for naval use, in theservice of the United States, and 
therefore recommend that it be adopted for the naval 
service. 

Having determined upon the Remington system of 
breech-loading for breech parts, the board had to con- 
sider next the description of barrel to be adopted, and 
also the cartridge best adapted to the barrel selected. 

Having concluded the series of experiments to deter- 
mine upon the barrel and the cartridge, the board con- 
sider that the Springfield barrel, such as the sample 
now in its possession, labelled April 5, 1869, and received 
from the Army Ordnance Department, is well adapted 
for naval use, and therefore recommend that it be adopt- 
ed for the naval service, in connection with the Remington 

stem of breech-loading. The barrel to be bright for 
the marines and brown for the ship’s company ; bright 
bayonet, as per pattern, for the former ; sword bayonet, 
as per pattern, for the latter. 

With its present experience, the board recommend 
that the Martin cartridge, as made by or for the Sharps 
Rifle Company, as per pattern, be adopted for naval use 
with the breech-loading rifle now proposed. This car- 
tridge is copper case, central fire, fulminate in cup, lu- 
bricant of tallow and beeswax, and card wad between 
powder and bullet. Weight of powder 70 grains, weight 
of bullet 458 grains. The board prefers to leave it to the 
bureau to decide upon the make and quality of the pow- 
der to be used. 

In the course of the experiments made by the board, it 
was evident that every description of cartridge used pro- 
duced more or less leading of the barrel during rapid 
and continuous firing, except those which were paper- 
patched on the bullet, as well as lubricated between the 
powder and bullet ; and the board would now recom- 
mend a paper patch on the bullet, if it was certain that 
the paper would not be softened or injured during a 
cruise at sea by the salt moisture of shipboard stowage. 
In order to test this question, the recommend that 
a supply of Martin’s cartridges, as made by or for the 
Sharps Rifle Company, as per pattern (except that the 
fulminate be in a cup), paper-patched, but not lubrica- 
ted on the bullet, with lubricant and wad between pow- 
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der and bullet, be ) proceed and furnished to sea-going 
— 4 occasional use, and for report during and at end 
of cruise. ! 


The board recommend that a proportion of blank car- 
tridges be furnished each sea-going ship, and to the ma- 
rines at every shore station. And as these metallic case 
cartridges cannot be procured abroad or be made on 
shipboard, an increase over the present allowance of 
cartridges to ships is also recommended. 

The board submit herewith a Remingion breech- 
loading rifle as a pattern of the piece they recommend 
in all its particulars, except the héad of the ramrod 
which is to be cupped instead of solid, 80 as to avoid 
striking the firing pin when used. 

Also, a specimen bayonet (furnished by the Messrs. 
Remington), which stands, when fixed, below the barrel. 
To be bright for the marines, as recommended. 

Also, a specimen bayonet-sword, ‘furnished by the 
Messrs. Remington, for the rifles for the ship’s company, 
as recommended. 

Also, specimen screw-driver and wiping brush; one 
of the latter for each rifle furnished, and one of the for- 
mer to every tenth rifle furnished. 

Martin’s cartridge, as made by or for 

the Sharps Rifle Company, ed bullet, as recom- 

mended; and one with patched" Bullet, but with fulmi- 
nate on anvil instead of in cup,"as recommended for 
trial at sea. 

; a a specimen cartridge-box for breech-loading 
rifle. ; 

anes a specimen cartridge-box for breech-loading pis- 
tols. MSS Bid 

In relation to these cartridge- 
with the order of the bureau of 
with in the original), the board, having examined the 
various descriptions of boxes before it, recommend that 
the cartridge-box now in service be altered, as pat- 
tern transmitted with this report, and so issued to the 
service. The alteration can be readily made on ship- 
board. The cartridges to be put up in blocks, as at 
present in this Ordnance Department ; two blocks, con 
taining 20 cartridges each, to goin every box. On us- 
ing out the upper block, if time permits, it will be placed 
below the remaining filled one in the box ; if not, it can 
be thrown away. All uninjured blocks to be carefully 
preserved and returned in with the ordnance stores at 
the end of a’eruise. 

For a pistol cartridge-box the board recommend the 
percussion Gap boxes now in use in the service for muz- 
zle-loaders, without alteration. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

Wo. REYNOLDS, captain and president board ; 8. Nicu- 
OLSON, commander and member; K. R. BreEss, 
commander and member ; McLANE TILTON, captain 
U.8. Marines and member; Gro. C. Rerp, second 
lieutenant U. 8. Marines and recorder of board. 

Rear-Admiral Jonn A. Damiaren, U. 8. N., Chief of 

Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department. 

EXTRACTS FROM ADDITIONAL REPORTS OF THE BOARD. 

OcToBER 1, 1869. 

Having visited these different establishments for the. 


Also, a specimen 


Bh heehee cy peed 


manufacture of breech-loading arms and of their ammu- . 


nition, and having carefully considered ail the informa-_, 
, we find ourselves confirmed ; 


tion we have thus obtain 
in the recommendations made in our first report of 
August, and adhere to each and all of them. 

Bioch. of she: buses ending! apem peo 

ach of the breech- ng systems presented have 

their peculiar merits, and may be classed among the 
most serviceable ; but the board are still of the opinion 
rms for naval purposes the Remington system is the 

t 


Norr.—The breech-loading systems referred to in the 
above extract (November 20, 1869) were the following : 
Roberts gun (new), by Gen. Roberts. 
Berdan gun, by Colt’s Arms Co. 
Prince self-cocker gun, by Col. Prince. 
Prince non-self-cocker, by Col. Prince. 
Meigs gun, by Captain J. V. Meigs—converted muz- 
zle-loader. 
Meigs repeating gun, Captain J. V. Meigs—new arm. 
Meigs single breech-loader, Captain J. V. Meigs (in- 
complete). 


AT a meeting of the officers of the United States Ar- 
my stationed at Ash Barracks, Nashville, ‘Tenn., Decem- 
ber 18, 1869, Brevet Brigadier-General Lovell, colonel 
Fourteenth Infantry, in the chair, the following resolu- 
tions of condolence with the widow, relatives, and friends 
of the late First Lieutenant James K. Warden, Four- 
teenth United States Infantry, were unanimously 
adopted : 


Whereas, Almighty God in the mysteries of his all-wise provi- 
dence hath removed from among us our much-beloved comrade, 
rus Losienea James K. Warden, Fourteenth United States In- 

try ; an 
eas, The social and —, standing of Lieutenant Warden 
can only be mentioned in terms of highest 5 and 

Whereas, The country has lost the services of a valuable and gal- 
lant officer, and his friends and comrades a most beloved and genial 
companion ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we have just cause to lament so a loss, and 

ves and friends 


exteud our heartfelt sympathies to the widow, 
of the deceased in this so great n. 

Resolved, That the committee be, and are hereby instructed to for- 
ward a copy of these resolutions to the widow of the deceased and 
to the Anmy anp Navy JournaL, 


New Arms. 














In mentioning the of General Orders No. 92, 
promulgating the p 2s in the Co of 
Brevet Major T, P. McElrath,ca Fifth U. 8. A 
we omitted to state that on the charges,which were “ false 
muster in violation of the 15th article of war,” and 
“conduct unbecoming an officer and a ” he 
was found “ Not guilty ;’ but that his sentence, as 
given, was for “ ay obs of duty to the of 
order and military pline,” as attac toa le 


specification, and which had reference to his 
to report on his muster-rolls the fact of a soldier of his 





command being relieved ordinary duty 
tongs 90) Dis. onpees ‘a4 of the Court ex 
ception seems made. intentional 

if ! | 


~ 





ONE SECRET OF INDIAN WARS. 

Tu Secretary of War has submitted to the House of 
Representatives the accompanying report of the unpro 
voked murder of an Indian on the Klamath River by a 
white settler, and the.trouble occasioned thereby, and ex- 
pressed his concurrence in the opinions of the command- 
ing general on the Pacific Coast and the General of the 
Army as to the urgent necessity of additional legisla- 
tion for the protection of peaceful Indians against such 
outrages, and the suppression of one of the chief causes 
of Indian wars. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP GASTON, CAL., October 22, 1869. 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that on Sunday 
last, at midnight, a committee of the citizens of Kla 
math River reported the Klamath Indians about to rise 
against the settlers and inaugurate an Indian war ; that 
the tribes on Klamath River, the Bald Hills, and Hoopa 
Valley would join, and it was feared the outbreak would 
occur before I could place a sufficient force on the lower 
Klamath to prevent it. ; 

At 1 o'clock a. M., I started a force of fifty-five men 
with one howitzer and marched to Elk Camp, twenty- 
seven miles distant from this post. Upon my arrival I 
learned no disturbance had yet occurred, and would not 
until after the following day. I went into bivouac at 
Elk Camp that night, and, at four o’clock a. M. Tuesday, 
marched to the Klamath River, a distance of twelve 
miles. I found the settlers shut up in their houses, and 
the Indians absent from their ranches, supposing I would 
have to come by the river. My appearance by land was 
penesesew tng by them, and the rapid march madea strong 
™ 


that day I held a council with the head men of 
the ranches, and found their grievance to bethe as- 
sassination of an Indian named Charlie, from Morock 
Ranch; that they had selected two citizens named 
Young and Lewis to be killed in satisfaction for the 
death of this Indian, and purposed a general rising of 
all the Indians upon the river simultaneously with this. 
In the council of Tuesday and one held on Wednesday 
morning I gave the Indians to understand that, in case 
of a disturbance resulting inthe murder of any white 
settlers, I would hold the whole ranch responsible, and 
exterminate it root and branch; that the murderer of 
the Indian was in the hands of the civil authorities at 
Eureka, and subject only to said authorities. At the 
first council the Indians demanded the immediate hang- 
ing of the murderer, and were determined upon this and 
nothing less. Seeing it impossible to arrive at any 
modification, I preparcd my command for immediate 
action, as the only alternative. I believe the disposition 
manifested by me had the best effect, for they were not 
prepared to fight and saw I was. Upon assembling an- 
other council—that of Wednesday—the Indians seemed 
to have found that no fear of them existed in the com- 
mand and every readiness manifested for a fight. They 
then came to agree that no white man should be mo- 
leéted, and that they would wait upon the actions of the 
civil courts. Iam reliably informed that this is one of 
the worst cases that has been amicably settled upon the 
Klamath River for many years. 

It seems one John Goodman, a worthless character, 
living in and about Eureka, shot this Indian without 
any provocation whatever ; that the Indian was a boy of 

character and favorably considered by the whole 
community ; that he was unarmed and peaceable in his 
actions and reputation. 

I cannot too strongly urge upon the notice of the ma- 
jor-general commanding the great danger to the lives 
and property of innocent settlers, caused by the acts of 
such worthless whites in pursuit of lawless pleasures. 
I believe that the timely arrival of my command pre- 
vented a long and desperate war with a well-armed, 
powerful, and united body of Indians, excited to this by 
the wilful assassination of one of their number by a 
worthless white man, with a fair prospect of little re- 
dress 


I respectfully report that, in my opinion, a company 
post should be established at Cappell Ranch, on Kla- 
math River, for the following reasons, viz: This position 
is central as regards the size and number of the ranches 
in that section, isthe building site of the former reser- 
vation, and the most available spot for a post, being a 
flat of arable land of sufficient extent for a post and its 
necessities ofarea. Under the command of an experi- 
enced and capable officer, the whole river below the 
Trinity would be safe for the settlers thereon, because I 
believe that, without a standing menace in their midst, 
the Indians will attempt to revenge upon the whites the 
murder above referred to, and because if these measures 
be taken to prevent an outbreak at this point none will 
occur in the Klamath country. The post would domi- 
nate the largest and most warlike ranches on the Kla- 
math River ; is easy of access for supplies by land and wa- 
ter. I consider 9 cmon security exceedingly doubt- 
ful under any other arrangement. I have po | twenty- 
five men and one howitzer for the time being at Pack- 
wan Ranch; this is about six miles below Cappell 
Ranch, but not a desirable location for a post. After re- 
ceiving the assurance of peace from the chiefs of the 
ranches, I ordered the remainder of the command to 
Camp Gaston, returning to this = myself on the ;fol- 
lowing day ; and pow respectfully submit my report for 
the of the major-general commanding the 

t. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
fa’ P. W SraNnoPE, 
Twelfth ea Brevet Lieutenant Colonel U. 


§. A., Commanding 
Brevet Colonel J. P. Sherburne, Assistant adjutant Gen- 
eral Department of Cal., San Francisco, Cal. 
UARTERS DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA, } 
z San Francisco, November 1, 1869. § 
ly forwarded. Such cases asthe within are 
aot uent. A harmless Pi-Ute Indian boy was 
murdered in cold blood by a worthless a few 
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escaped ; aud other similar murders of Indians have oc- 
curred in Arizona since I took command of this depart- 
ment, but the military authorities have no control over 
such murderers. The State or Territorial authorities in 
these Indian districts are either powerless or indifferent 
to the killing of Indians by whites, so that the murderer 
almost always escapes. But ifan Indian shoots a white 
man, it is immediately demanded by the white people of 
the district that the whole tribe shall be held nsi- 
ble, and war against them commenced. I think further 
legislation of Congress might meet the difficulty ; it 
would act as a preventive, ifin such cases the murder- 
ers could be arrested by the military and held or turned 
over for trial by the nearest United States court, and it 
would give the Indians some little show of equal justice. 
E. O. C. ORD, 
Brigadier and Brevet Major-General Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MiuiTary DIVISION OF THE t 
PaciFic, SAN FRANCISCO, CaL., November 4, 1869. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant General of the 
Army for the information of the General-in-Chief, with 
the request that Congress be urged to pass some law by 
which wilful depredations upon Indians by white men can 
be punished by civil authority, and I can see no better 
method than to extend civil authority over the Indians 
now within the settlements, and enable them to appear 
as witnesses in all cases affecting theirown conduct and 
that of whites towards them. is affair is a fair in- 
stance of the cause of Indian troubles in this military 
division, and un+il the white murderers and robbers of 
Indians are punished, a large force of troops will be nec- 
essary to protect peaceful white inhabitants in the thinly 
settled regions of this command from Indian revenges. 
I was present at McDermit a few days after the murder 
of the Pi-Ute referred to by General Ord, and know the 
excitement produced in the peaceful campof Pi-Utes by 
the wilful, anprovoked, and unpunished murder of one 
of their number. Gero. H, THomMAs, 
Major Gensral U. 8. A., Commanding. 


Movember 24, 1869. 
Respectfully referred to the Hon. Secretary of War, 
with a recommendation that he submit it to Congress 
with such recommendation as may be deemed proper. 
This case illustrates the origin of most Indian wars. 
On our frontier a citizen may murder an Indian with 
impunity, but if the Indian retaliates war results, and 
the United States must bear the expenses. 
W. T. SHERMAN, General. 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


HINTS FOR RIFLE PRACTICE. 
Tas subject of rifle practice is creating so much interest 














among the National Guard, that a brief statement of the way 
in which this most important part of military instruction can 
be best carried out cannot but prove valuable to those 
officers who are desirous of introducing the drill within their 
commands, particularly as there is no book on the subject 
which can be readily obtained. The following hints on the 
subject are the result of a short experience in applying the 
rules of the Hythe system to the circumstances in which the 
National Guard are situated, and are submitted with the 
hope that they may prove of some assistance. 

One of the most essential parts of the drill is that of 
‘* estimating distanees.’? When it is recollected that a ball 
from a rifle describes a curved line (like water out of a hose 
pipe) which increases with the range, so that the highest point 
in its flight, when aimed at a mark three feet above the 
ground, is 7 feet at 300 yards, 10 at 400, 14 at 500, and 57 at 
1,000, and that, consequently, in firing ata man with the 
sight at 600 yards, the ball strikes at his feet if the real dis- 
tance be 625, and passes over his head if it be 570, it will 
be seen that unless the men are taught to make a proper 
estimate of the distances at which they are required to fire, 
no amount of practice at a fixed mark will amount to much in 
the field. Still, in the cities, the want of any facilities must 
prevent any attempt at instruction in this particular, and 
officers must content themselves with urging their men to 
practise themselves in judging distances the best way they 
can. In the country men should be stationed at different 
distances, and the command (divided into squads) directed 
to notice carefully the appearance they respectively present, 
and then to guess how far they are; each man’s opinion 
being called for privately (so as to leave the others unbiassed) 
and recorded, the proper distance being then announced, and 
all the answers read off. 

For ‘aiming drill,’’ a series of black bull’s-eyes, the size 
of a silver quarter-dollar, on a white centre about an inch 
and a half in diameter, should be painted upon the armory 
walls. They should be three feet from the floor and the same 
distance apart, and be placed where there is a good light, not 
only upon the targets themselves, but upon the firing point, 
so that the men can see both sights without being dazzled, 
to prevent which the target lights should be shaded if neces- 
sary. The lights at the firing point had better be in the rear 
of the men aiming than in their front. The commanding 
officer who contemplates introducing this drill should first 
assemble his subordinates, and see that they themselves un- 


what is to be done, but be able to explain the reasons why. 





vagabond 
yods from Camp McDermit, Nevada, last summer, who 


derstand the principles in which they are to instruct their 
subdivisions. They should be shown upon a blackboard 
the trajectory, or course taken by the ball in its flight, and 
the effect of the sights, both in elevating them and in twist- 
ing them to one side. The effect of the sun and wind, of bad 
loading, and general want of care in the use of the rifle, 
should also be explained, so that they will not only know 
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ing drill. In fact, there cannot be too much of it if properly 

executed, although it is apt to become monotonous if pro- 

tracted. For this drill it is better to have the men in squads 

of about ten; more than twenty-five or thirty cannot be 

properly instructed by a single officer. They should be 

formed in single rank, one pace apart, and be placed at first 

about twenty-five feet from the marks to be aimed at, the dis- 

tance being gradually increased according to the size of the 

armory and the light. It will be found that this drill is well 

calculated to strengthen the sight, and with a little practice 

the men will easily discern the marks at double the distance 

they did at first. The practice should be occasionally had 

with bayonets fixed, and with an exchange of pieces among 

the men. Care should be taken to see that the locks of the 

pieces are in good order, and ‘‘pull off” easily. Armorers, 

as a class, are generally satisfied if the pieces look well, and 

do not trouble themselves greatly to see whether the locks 

are gummed, or the nipples particularly clean, except about 

inspection time; and a little personal examination of their 

pieces on these points will surprise most officers. A cover 

should be kept on the nipple to prevent damage from the 

snapping ; a discharged cap is better than nothing. 

Before commencing the aiming drill, the officers should 

explain to their squads the general principles and object of 
the drill, in accordance with the instructions they have them- 

selves received, and should have them put them in practice by 

aiming a rifle balanced on a sand-bag laid in a tripod about 

four and a half feet from the ground, until they understand 

how the sights should appear when the aim is correct. 

A full manual of the ‘‘aiming drill’ proper having been 

given in the Army AnD} Navy Journat of Sept. 4th , 1869, 

it is unnecessary to republish it here. Although some of 
the prescribed motions may seem unnecessary or monotonous 

to the men, they must be executed precisely as prescribed, 

special care being used to detect and correct the variations 

from the prescribed motions. Steadiness of position, and 

particularly of the eye, head, and shoulders, cannot be too 

strongly insisted upon. The piece should be thrown forward 

smartly, yet witbout jerk, and always raised with a steady, 

perpendicular motion, the trigger being gently pressed the 

instant the sights are in line with the mark. If this upward 

motion be regular, there will be no side vibration ; but if the 
sights are allowed to ‘‘ hang” on the mark, the shooting-is 
sure to be wide. Particular care must be taken that the bar- 

rel be not raised too rapidly. Beginners almost invariably 
shoot too high and to the right, from raising the rifle too pre- 
cipitously, and pulling too hard on the trigger. As military 
rifles (particularly with the regulation charge) always shoot 
high, this fault should be carefully guarded against, the men 
being instructed to keep the eye steadily fixed upon the mark, 

not only before, but after firing, so that they may themselves 

observe if the fall of the hammer deflects the muzzle, and 
guard against a repetition of the error. 

This drill is the most important part of rifle practice, and 
the most minute attention must be given throughout to every 
man’s position, particularly to see that the sights are upright ; 
that the rifle is pressed firmly to the shoulder with the left 
hand; that the trigger is pressed steadily without the slight- 
est motion of the hand or arm while the muzzle of the rifle is 
being raised and until the hammer falls; and that the eye is 
fixed upon the mark during and after snapping. The in- 
structor is to scrutinize each man in succession all the time 
the squad is practising, pointing out and correcting any errors 
he may discover. He should also occasionally place himself 
in front of each man, and cause him to aim at his eye with 
a view to ascertain if he obtains the alignment quickly and 
readily, and does not lose his aim in pressing the trigger. If 
a fault is discovered, he should cause the movement to be 
several times repeated to correct it. 


THIRTEENTH REGimENT.—Elections were recently held in 
Companies D and G of thisregiment. In Company D, First 
Lieutenant Thomas M. Hempstead was elected captain, vice 
Balsden, resigned ; Second Lieutenant Lefferts Laidlaw, first 
lieutenant,“ vice Hempstead, promoted; and First Sergeant 
Kempton, second lieutenant, vice Laidlaw, promoted. Com- 
pany D will improve by the change of officers, who are con- 
sidered capable in every respect. At the election in Company 
G, First Lieutenant Wm. Barnett was unanimously elected 
captain, vice Daniell, promoted major of the regiment ; and 
First Sergeant J. H. Hunter, first lieutenant, vice Barnett, 
promoted. The officers selected are well informed in their 
duties, and the company, one of the best in the regiment, 
ought to continue to flourish under their administration. 
The election, however, was not in accordance with the regi- 
mental rule of regular promotion in office. The preparations 
for the regimental reception at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music, on the evening of the 21st of February, are very 
elaborate. Tickets are even now in great demand, and the 
limited number will be disposed of long ere the affair takes 
place. 

TWENTY-SEcoND ReGment.—The members of the commit- 
tee having the regimental reception in charge are’ making 
ample arrangements to secure an elegant affair on the 8th of 
February next at the Academy of Music. The tickets of ad- 
mission will be $5, admitting a gentleman and ladies. The 
commissioned officers of Company F contemplate offering an 
entertainment to the members on Monday next, the 3d inst. 
Captain Clan Ranald and Lieutenant Bussing, it is stated, 
intend on this oceasion introducing a few new movements in 
the command, not strictly in accordance with Upton, but we 








Every compapy should be frequently practised in the aim- 


presume likely to be just as acceptable. 
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Szcon ent =o ary at the regi- 
mental last for the purpose of 
being m t “ the National Guard service, in accord- 


ance with orders from State Headquarters. The men, 
naturally enough, did not appear to take much interest in 
the proceedings. As Major Gilon, the First brigade in- 
spector, called their names, they straggled from the armory, 
many spparently pleased at the disbandment of the regiment ; 
others, again, considering the whole proceedings uncalled for, 
and vowing never again to handle a ‘*Yankee musket.”’ 
There were any number of recruiting committees on hand 
from other regiments anxious to pick up a few stray recruits. 
Some met with success, but:the majority of the members con- 
cluded to ‘‘sleep on the matter ’’ before deciding, 
TwENTY-THIRD ReEGIMENT.—Recruiting, we learn, has been 
rapid in this command since its fine parade on Evacuation 
Day with the First division. Some 350 full-dress uniforms 
have now becn completed, and the regiment expects to parade 
400 men, in full dress, next spring. Another concert will, 
perhaps, be given during the season, the object to be to ob- 
tain means to uniform the band, which has long been in want 
of new uniforms. May the concert meet the same success 
that attended the annual regimental concert held last month. 


First Recment.—In answer to an application, orders 
have been received from the State Headquarters for the 
formation and organization of a new company in this regi- 
ment, to be designated by the letter H. With the organiza- 
tion of this company the First have now nine companies, all in 
good condition. By the disbandment of the Fourth regiment, 
we think this regiment will be the gainer, for many of the 
men will join the First in preference to other regiments. 
Colonel Perley and the officers of the regiment deserve praise 
for the energy displayed in increasing the strength of the 
command in so short a time. Last season, if we recollect 
aright, this command paraded six companies ; now it boasts 
nine. Why cannot other regiments do as well? The 
Twenty-second, Seventy-first, and other regiments, have for 
@ long time held a vacant letter in their organizations, which 
should be taken up. 

THIRTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT.—An election will be held the 
6th instant in this regiment to fill the position of colonel. 
Lieut.--Col. Dusenberry is the officer fully entitled to the 
place, not only from long service in the regiment, but for the 
eapable manner in which the affairs of the regiment have 
been carried om under his administration. It is safe to say 
that, but for this officer’s influence, the regiment would not 
be in existence to-day. We have not learned positively that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dusenberry is a candidate for the position ; 
but tf any officer is entitled to the command, it is he. 

Captain William H. Cox, commanding Company B of this 
regiment, in company orders announces that, by instructions 
from. regimental headquarters, division drills of Companies B 
and K will be held on Friday evenings, January 7th and 
21st; instead of Saturday evenings, January 8th and 22d. 
The regular meetings of this company will be held at the 
armory, on Tuesday evening, January 4, 1870, at 8 o’clock, 
instead of Friday evening, January 7th. On Tuesday even- 
ing, the reception committee will make a full report, and all 
subscriptions are to be paid to Sergeant J. N. Williams, 
treasurer. Drill for Friday evening, December 31st, is post- 
poned. 

Firty-FirTaH Reqiment.—It is understood that the officers 
of this command contemplate giving an officers’ ball. This 
is a novel arrangement, and we should like to see it carried 
out if possible. At regimental balls and receptions the uni- 
versal grumbling among the men appears to be, that the 
officers enjoy all the privileges, to the exclusion of the men. 
This is often the case; but how else can this difficulty be 
arranged? All the members cannot be on the reception or 
other committees; so the officers, being in the minority, gen- 
érally fill these positions, and in these, if not in other cases, 
the minority rules. How is it at an officer’s ball? Will the 
privates occupy the posts of honor, or will they be excluded 
entirely ? We presume the latter is most likely to be the case. 

Howirzer Battery, ELEventH Bricape.—The annual 
meeting of this command will be held at the battery rooms, 
No. 9 Court street, on Monday, January 3d, when officers 
and committees will be prepared with their reports. The 
following members are appointed upon the Court-martial for 
the ensuing year: Lieuteuant Wm. H. H. Beebe, Sergeant 
Thomas E. Richardson, Privates Silas E. Beebe, John A. 
Brown, and Joseph P. Walters. The following are appointed 
upon the recruiting committee : Sergeant Charles K. Strong, 
Corporals John Miller and Charles Barry. On Decemcer 6, 
1869, Private Charles Barry was elected corporal, vice 
McCullough, discharged. Recruited—December 6, 1869, Wm. 
N. Stebbins, proposed by Private 8. E. Beebe; same date, 
Frederick L. Moulthrop, proposed by Private Mason; De- 
eember 20, 1869, Arthur Ward, proposed by Private Baker. 

Tax Exemptions.—A circular has been issued from the 
Second division headquarters announcing that hereafter tax 
exemption will be allowed by the assessors to the members of 
the National Guard. 

Exenta Reeiment.—A promenade and hop of this com- 
mand will be held at Irving Hall on Monday evening next. 
The officers and the members generally have united to make 
this a pleasant gathering to all participants. 

Fimst Reciment Artittery.—Battery K of this now reor- 


ganized regiment proposes holding its annual ball at the 
National Hall, West Forty-fourth street, on the 12th inst. 


Captain John N. Haubner, the worthy commandant of this 
battery, always greets his friends with a welcome and gener- 
ous hand ; therefore the balls of the battery are well attended. 


Tae State Minrrary Association meets at Albany on the 
18th inst, We hope this year’s deliberations will be wise and 
their results of practical value, but we confess we have of late 
years failed to discover anything of real significance coming 
out of this body.’ ‘The ‘debates are long, but the practical 
measures really accomplished few and unimportant. It is un- 
fortunate for the Association’s usefulness—and, perhaps, a bar 
to it—that so few officers in the two most important divisions, 
the First and Second, take any interest whatever in its pro- 
ceedings. These divisions seem to utterly doubt its efficiency- 
It is one thing to propose and another to accomplish an un- 
dertaking for the benefit of the National Guard service. Last 
year the Association met in this city, at Steinway Hall, and 
its sessions lasted two days. Among the benefits it proposed 
to secure for the National Guard was the reduction of the term 
of service from that of seven to five years, and that fines 
should be taken in lieu of service. Would any active Nation- 
al Guard officer consider such action on the part of the Legis- 
lature a benefit to the service? We have already given our 
views as to the benefits derived from a reduction of the term 
of service, and they agree perfectly with those of the larger 
portion of the officers of the National Guard. The press gen- 
erally has condemned such action on the part of the Legisla- 
ture. Then, again, why should fines be taken in lieu of ser- 
vice, and such delinquents be entitled to the same privileges 
as those who perform full duty? What has become of the 
proposed veterinary surgeon for cavalry organizations which 
the Legislature was to be asked to appoint? Many other res- 
olutions were passed by the Association at its last meeting, 
some of which would have been good if carried out, others 
again bad, and of no benefit to the service; but both the good 
and the bad seem to have been neglected after they had served 
the purposes of talk. The medal and guidon presentation 
question still remains unfinished, and we suppose will be again 
taken up at this meeting. The Association when first formed 
accomplished good, but for the past few years it has really 
done nothing of any account. More life should be infused in- 
to it, and for that reason 1t should have more of the element 
of the First and Second divisions. Show to the officers of 
these divisions that the Association can accomplish some- 
thing, and they will then gladly join in its work, but not un- 
tilthen. The officers of the Association are as follows: Presi- 
dent, Major-General Theodore B. Gates, Fifth division; first 
vice-president, Colonel C. H. Thompson, Seventh division 
second vice-president, Major-General R. L. Howard, Eighth 
division; third vice-president, Brigadier-General E. A. Brown, 
Third division; fourth vice-president, Brigadier-General H. 
D. Barto, Sixth division; recording secretary, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Henry Heath, Second division; corresponding secre- 
tary, Colonel C. F. Blood, Sixth division; treasurer, Colonel 
Albert Steinway, First division; chaplain, Rev. T. C. Strong, 
D. D., Sixth division ; secretary, Colonel Walter C. Van Rens- 
selaer, Fifth division. 


ANNUAL Report OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL.—The annu- 
al report for the year ending December 31, 1868, of Brigadier- 
General E. 8. Marvin, late adjutant-general of this State, has 
recently been issued. For some unaccountable reason the re- 
port has been somewhat delayed in its issue, although we 
learn that 700 copies have been at headquarters for some time 
past. The report is less voluminous than those of some for- 
mer years, but contains much of interest to the members of 
the National Guard. The late adjutant-general speaks in 
his report of the many practical reforms instituted during the 
year, and that their beneficial results have been such as to 
place “the Naticnal Guard in a state of efficiency never before 
equalled. When supplemented by further improvements com- 
prised in the general system, as adopted, the citizen-soldiery 
of our State will surpass, in all respects, any similar organiza- 
tion at home or abroad, and satisfy, in the highest degree, all 
the requirements of a militia, whether they be adherent, con- 
stitutional, or legal.” Further on the report speaks of the good 
effect of disbandments and the happy result of the same, by as- 
suring “the people that weakly and sickly organizations 
would no longer be kept in existence by costly nursing, and 
that the day is past for Falstaffian regiments with a vast pre- 
tence on paper, but presenting on inspection a mere group of 
commissioned officers.” The new system of tactics (Upton’s) 
receives praise. In speaking of the proficiency in the new tac- 
tics the report says that “the proficiency thus achieved has 
been well evinced by the award conferred by disinterested 
judgment upon one company of the New York city companies, 
as the militia company most advanced (at that time) in Up- 
ton’s tactics in the entire country, so far as the evidence of 
trial has been made.” The report might have mentioned that 
this company is Company E, Twelfth regiment, or the Webster 
Guard. Of the workings of the examining boards it justly 
says that “one of the most serious defects of the elective sys- 
tem is the elevation of incapable persons to be commis- 
sioned officers. A successful attempt to counteract this fault 
has been made through the means of examining boards, com- 
posed cf highly qualified officers. The influence of these 
boards for the past two years has, in every respect, been ben- 
eficial and satisfactory, by purging the service of incompetent | 9 
officers and elevating the standard of qualification.” Under 
the heading of “Future Developments,” the report speaks of 
the benefits of encampments by brigade, giving opportunity 
for thorough instruction in battalion brigade movements, ahd, 





at the same time, giving the officers and men a chance to fully 


understand the duties of a soldier. Target practice for the 
members of the National Guard is highly recommended, and 
the English volunteer system (Hythe) is recommended. 

The report speaks further on of the ‘‘ Disbanded Organiza- 
tions ,’” and recommends , the policy of further disband- 
ments, which the present administration is now following. 
The ‘‘ Regimental Funds of Disbanded Regiments,” ‘‘ Arse- 
nals of the State,’’ ‘‘ Enrollment Tax,” ‘‘ Inspector-General’s 
Department,’’ ‘‘ Paymaster-General’s Department,’’ ,‘‘Bureau 
of Military Statistics,’’ and the ‘‘ Volunteer Department,’’ 
all are referred to in the report; but we have not the 
space to quote further. The report is well written, and 
filled with excellent suggestions for the National Guard. The 
appendix accompanying this report is of general use and in- 
terest® to our citizen-soldiery; and the inspection report of 
General J. H. Liebenau, late commissary-general of subsist- 
ence and acting assistant inspector-general, on the condi- 
tion of the First and Second divisions, will be read with in- 
terest by the members of these commands. 


Wasuineton Grays.—This battalion of cavalry assembled 
at its armory on Monday evening last, in accordance with or- 
ders, for the purpose of consolidation into one troop. Lieuten- 
ant E. M. Van Buren was in command, and the line formed 
at 8 o’clock and remained until past 9, when, the proper of- 
ficer not having appeared for the purpose of consolidating 
the command, it was dismissed. The strength of companies 
was as follows: A, 37; B,30; C, 20; making a total of 87 
officers and men. Much dissatisfaction is expressed at the new 
order of things, and it is stated that the organization once 


tirely extinct. The members of B Squadron presented its late 
commandants, Ex-Captains Conklin and Cook, on Wednes- 
day evening last,with elegant sets of resolutions, expressive 
of the value in which their services are held. | « * 

REORGANIZATION OF THE SEconD Division.—We presume 
that some changes will take place in the organization of this 
division, although we have not received any direct informa- 
tion as to what they will be. We would suggest that the 
First battalion of light artillery be consolidated into two 
batteries, and the organization as a battalion be disbanded, 
and these batteries formed into good independent commands. 
The Second regiment cavalry, which is now composed ot five 
commands, should be reduced to three, and placed under the 
command of a competent officer; but we must confess that 
none of the present field appear to meet that requirement. 
One of the weaker organizations of infantry could with ben- 
eficial effect be disbanded. Some such changes would tend to 
promote the general efficiency of the division. 


UnirorMIty IN THE SABRE Exercist.—Maj General Sha- 
ler, commanding the First division, has wisely undertaken the 
plan of forming classes to instruct the officers of the division 
in a more perfect system of the sabre practice. With this 
idea he has issued a circular te the officers announcing that 
classes, for the instruction of the officers of this division in 
the fuse of thesabre, will be formed by the permanent 
brigade and regimental commanders immediately upon the 


for this purpose will be forwarded |to these headquarters as 
soon as issued. The permanent brigade commanders and 
the officers of the division staff will assemble at these head- 
quarters, in fatigue dress, with side arms, for military im- 
provement, on the evenings of Saturday, January the 8th 
and 15th, 1870, at 8 o’clock. 


Brevet Commissions in THE Seconp Division.—Brevet 
Major Wm. C. Booth, adjutant of hoes Fourteenth Infantry, 
has received the brevet of lieut lonel. First Lieuten- 
ant Thomas Dean of Company B, and First Lieutenant Wm. 
Barnett of Company G, Thirteenth Infantry, have both been 
breveted captains; the latter officer was elected captain of 
Company G prior to receivi brevet rank; so, we presume, 
he considers a reality mu ter than a proxy. 


First Reciment CAvALry.—On the evening of the 27th 
ult. an election was held in this command, in, accordance 
with brigade orders, to fill the vacancy of lieutenant-colonel 
caused by the voidance of the former election. Though 
some adverse feeling was manifested because of the decision 
against the validity of the electien of Captain Fischer, yet 
Major John Madden, the officer who protested against the 
former election, was elected by a vote of 17 out of 29 ballots 
cast, Captain Fischer receiving the remainder. 

Tue State Examinina Boarp for the examination of Na- 
tional Guard officers ordered before it for alleged incompe- 
tency, meet at Albany on the 17th inst., the day before the 
State Military Association holds its first session. Thus there 
will be a good gpportunity for officers of out-of-town regi- 
ments,” who intend being present at this latter meeting, to 
bring with them their incompetent officers and introduce 
them to the members of the board. 
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Business Men find the AMERICAN HOUSE, 
BOSTON, their most convenient stopping place. 
Newly furnished, with passenger elevator, café, bil- 
Nard halls, forty rooms en suite, etc., this hotel main- 
tains its high rank. 


Moore’s Rural New-Yorker for Dec. 
25, contains a splendid full-page Engraving of the 
Paws Fowts at the recent State Poultry Show-— 
the best Poultry Picture ever givenin an American 
newspaper. Aleo, a magnificent Curistmas Pictcrs, 
and other fine Ilimetrations. For sale by all News- 
dealers; price 8 cents. See advertisement of Rurat 


in this paper. 


Royal Havana Lottery.—Prizes Paid in 
Geld. Information furnished. The highest rates 
paid for Doubloons and all kinds of Gold and Silver. 

TAYLOR & OO., Bankers, 
16 Wall street, New York 
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MARRIED. 


{Announcements of Marri should be paid for 
at the rate of fifty cents ended 


Vimat—Wiii1aMs.—At 
Ca . H., Va., on Thursday, December 23, 
pert J the Rev. H. Peterkin, First Lieuten- 
ant WiiuiaM H. Vina, Sixteenth Infantry, to Insxa 
G. Wruttams, of Virginia. (No cards.) 


THompson—Bisese.—At Omaha, Neb.,on the 2d 
Rey. J. G. Gasman, Capiain E. F, 





St. Stephen’s Church, 


ompson, U.S. A.,to Ciara A., youngest daugh- 
ter of William O. Bisbee, Keq., of Waterford, N. J. 
A _____ 








BALL, BLACK & C0.. 


565. and 567 BROADWAY, 
MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


WEST POINT 


AND 


ANNAPOLIS 
CLASS RINGS. 


All Army and Navy orders for Jewelry, Silver Ware 
etc. ,will receive prompt attention. 


HEATHCOTE & COHEN, 
WALTHAM WATCHES 








Farmers’ and Mechanics’ 


LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. 


OFFICE : 
NO 200 BROADWAY, 


WN. X. 


$100,000 Deposited with 
the Insurance Depart- 
; ment for the Secu- 
rity of Policy 
Holders. 





$15 paid once, 

$2 on the first of January in each year. 

$1 10 whenever a death occurs. 

Will insure your life positively for $1,000. 

And as many other dellars as there are members in 
the class to which you belong. 

Classes are limited to $5,000. If the class is full 
your heirs would receive $5,000. 

THE FARMERS’ AND MECHANICS’ LIFE IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY will also issue policies on 
any of the following plans: Ordinary Life Endow- 
ment, Return Premium, Compound [nterest, Joint 
Life. 

All policies are non-forfeitable, and may be ex- 
changed into an annuity, at the pleasure of the 
holder. 

$100,000 in Government bonds deposited with the 
State for the security of the policy holders. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


Farmers’ and Mechanics’ 


Life Insurance Co., 
200 BROADWAY, N. Y., 


‘WHOLESALE PRICES. (FIRST FLOOR). 

SILVER HUNTING WATCHES, $15 
COLD HUNTING WATCHES, $50. 

Send for our descriptive price list OFFICERS: 
7 Mall Square (under French’s Hotel,)and 

Par E. MoMURDY........-....---President. 
, oypry lope ay Saw Yeu KDWAKD MARTINDALE. Vice-President, 

W YORK. | WILLIAM HENDERSON. ..Sceretary. 





NORTH AMERICA 


Life Insurance Company, 


2229 Broadway, N. Y; 
N. D. MORCAN, Pres’t. 


The strongest combination of advan ue feat- 
ures that are offered to the Insurance public is pre- 
sented by this Company. 

REGISTRY. 

New Yor« Srats Recisteren Portcres, secured 
by pledge of Public Stock, like the circulation of Na- 
tional Banks. 

very Registered Policy isas secure to the holder 
as a National Bank Note, or United States Bond. 

Bee ular Bulletin of spoateaceed Policy Account 
io over y's New York Tribune. 

All Policies regist~red in the Insurance Department 
ree of cost. 

MUTUALITY. 

The Company is Pur&LY MUTUAL, r author- 
izing the retirement of the Capital Stock having been 
gonad July, 1869. After January, 1870, all the prof- 

ta will be divided among the Pclicy-Holders, after 
the NEW PLAN OF CONTRIBUTION originated by this 
Company. 
NON-FORFEITURE. 

All our Life and Endowment Policies are non-for- 
feitable after two or three annual Premiums have 
been paid, thus securing to your heirs the value ot 
every dollar invested, whether you can continue your 

or not. 

Casa Paemiums ano Casa Rerorns or Surrivs, 
on the New conTarBution PLAN of Dividends. 

THIRTY DAYS’ GRACE allowed on any renew. 
al payment, and the Policy held good. 

o Resraiction ow Travet in the United States 
or ony pest of North America, north of the Southern 
Cape of Florida, or in Kurope at any season of the 
year. 

OFFICERS OF THE ARMY AND NAVY 
will be insured in time of peace without extra charge, 
aad in the event of hostilities or war, will be charged 
nothing for the increased hazard. Under the rules ot 

a allowed pbs bonny 
vice upon which they mag pe by the Govern- 
ment witbout forfeiting their policies of insurance, or 
subjecting them to any extra charge. In time of hostili- 
ties or war, officers and others not previously insured 
will be insured at such extra rates as the nature of the 
hazard may demand. 
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New York Cit 


LUCIUS McADAM..........Consulting Actuary. 

HON. 8. L. WOODFURD....Counsel. 

-W Medical Examiner. 

OD -+ee-Consulting Examiner. 
(Residence, 134 West Forty-eighth strect). 


DIRECTORS: 
JEWETT M. RICHMOND, of J. M. Richmond & 


Hon. JOHN H. MARTINDALE, ex-Attorney 


General of the State of New, York, Rochester. 


NATHAN F. GRAVES, President Fourth Na- 


tional Bank, Syracuae. 


WILLIAM C. RUGER, of Ruger, Wallace & Gen- 
Attorneys-at-Law, Syracuse. 

OHARLES H. DOOUOLIITLE, President Oneida 
k, Utica, N. ¥ 

UIRE, Special Agent Remington Manu- 


ny. 
_Hon. SASON C. OSGOUD, Manufacturer, Troy, 


N. Y. 
Hon. JOHN H. RUSSELL, Counsellor-at-Law, 
Salisbury, Ct. 


‘THOMAS LORD, of Lord & Smith, Whol 


~ GENUINE WAL 
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TRADE 


THAW 'W AT 


Silver Huntin Watches, $48, 18-Carat Gold Huntin 
80, Ladies’ Gold Watches, $70. 


EVERY WATCH WARRANTED BY SPECIAL CERTIFICATE FROM THE 
AMERICAN WATCH COMPANY. 


Waltham Watches in Extra Heavy, Tigh 
HOWARD & CO., Jewelers and Silversmiths, 
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EVERY ONE TO WHOM WE SEND A WATCH HAS THE PRIVILEGE TO OPEN THE 
ying the Express Company. 
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t-fitting Cases, for special service. 


No. 619 Broadway, New Yorks 


iF Please state if you saw this in the Army anp Navy Jovrnat. 


McLEOD & REMMEY, 


IMPORTING TAILORS, 
No. 729 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


Corner Waverly Place, (Up Stairs), 





MARK. 





For Casa. 


S2ECIALTY.—Uniforms for Officers of the Army, Navy and National Guard. 
We have a line of London and Paris Trowserings of the most desirable styles, at a low figure. 
We offer to make TROWSERS to measure, from these goods, at prices ranging from $13 25 to$h 775, 





Fine American an 


BENEDICT 


BENEDICT’S TIME. 


RICH HOLIDAY GIFTS. 


d Swiss Watches. 


Diamonds, Jewelry, and 
STERLING SILVER WARE. 


BROTHERS, 


171 Broadway Cor. Courtlandt St. 
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No. 48 FULTON 
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D. KIRK, 


ARMY AND NAVY TAILOR 


STREET, N. ¥. 





UNIFORMS FOR OFFICERS OF THE ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE CORPS made to 


and English cloths imported. <A strict regard to the 


BSoeves at all times, Also, on hand—for civilian wear—a choice selection of thepresent 
popular styles of Scotch Coatings and Cassimeiesicr FALL and WINTER. Circulars taining instruc: 
ned will be forwaided apen appdesten, 
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Druggiste, Chicago, Ill. 
H. 0 


ARMOUR, of Armour, Plankinton & Co., 


Chicago, Milwaukee, and New York. 


ISRAEL D. CONDI, Manufacturer, Milburn, N. 


J., and 30 Vesey street, New York City. 


PHILO REMIN GTON, President RemingtonArms 
Hon. ISAAC DAYTON, Register in Bankruptcy, 


JOHN H. CLARK, of H. B. Cromwell & Co., 86 


Weat street, New York City. 


FDWARD MARTINDALE, Attorney-at-Law, 


New York City. 


J. D. BADGELY, Wholesale Grocer, 79 Front 


street, New York City. 


WILLIAM ADAMS, Jr., of Bonneil & Adams, 


Wholesale Grocers, 92 Front street, New York City. 


J. CROSBY BROWN, of Brown Brothers & Oo., 
Bankers, 59 Wall street, New York City. 
JOSEPH 8S. DECKER, of Turner Brothers, Bank- 
14 Naseau street. New York City. 


ers, 
CHARLES MOIES, President Pacific National 


Bank, Pawtucket, R. L. 
EDWARD McoMURDY, President. 
ORLANDO L. STEWART, of Stewart, Rich & 
oon Attorneys-at-Law, 271 Broadway, New 
ork City. 
ROBERT McMURDY, Roseville, New Jersey. 
LLOYD GRANVILLE BARTLETT, Denuat, 14 
West Twenty-eighth street, New York City. 
Hon. JO H T. MILLER, Counsellor, Seneca 


net. Y. 

TITUS MEAD, of Badgely & Mead, 79 Front 

street, New York City. 

THEO. F. HAY, of J. O. Seymour, Kennard & 

Hay, 9 Liberty street, New York City. 
on. 8 ART L. WOODFORD, ex-Lieuten- 

ant-Gevernor State of New York. 

WILLIAM HENDERSON ° = 

JOHN McMURDIE, of Pardee, Bates & Co., New 


pri 
R. J. TODD, of A. J. Bleecker, Son & Uo., New 
York City. 
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Terme than bp any Company in the United States. 


an & Son 


(SUCCESSORS TO F. B BALDWIN), 
and Furnishing 
Nos. 70 & 72 Bowery (near Canal St.), New fork.| 


Warehouse, 


D TO THE MANUFACTURE OF 


CLOTHING, 


FOR WHICH THEY SOLICIT THE PATRONAGE OF THEIR FRIENDS IN THE 


NATIONAL GUARD. 


Constantly »n hand EPAULETS, SWORDS, SHOULDER STRAPS, BELTS, EMBROIDERIE , et 








DO YOUR OWN PRINTING !! 


WITHA 


NOVELTY JOB PRINTING PRESS, 


The only Low-Priced Press ever invented that will do 
Good Printing. 


Printing can be done as 
well and as rapidly on this 
press as on the best that! 

vintere use ; and for print-) 
ng offices where artificial 

ower is not used, or for 
usiness men, apothecaries, 
grocers,country traders,and 
others who desire to do 
their own printing, it is en- 





tirely without a rival. 

Every ship in commission, and every advanced 
military post, should have one of these presses. 
Price of Presses,$15, $30, $32, and $50. 
Send for full descriptive illustrated circulars with 
testimonials from all 
specimens of plain and color 
press,and specimen sheets of 
rules, etc., to 


BENJ. 0. WOODS, Proprietor, 
_351 Federal St., Boston, Mass. 


D. W. LEE & CO, 


STATIONERS, PRINTERS, ENGRAVERS, 
BLANK BOOK MANUFACTURERS, 

82 NASSAU ST., 
DANIEL W. LEE. N. Y. W. LEE DARLING 


WEDDING CARDS, BALL TICKETS, OR- 
DERS ete., short noti 


rinting done on the 
types, borders, cuts, 











of Dance, to order, at : 
Sole Manufacturers of the Patent Self Cementing 


parts of the country, and|j 


sha HORSE OWNERS! 


The most valuable New Year’s Present that a 
Gentleman can make to his Coachman or Groom is a 
copy of 

HIRAM WOODRUFF’S HORSE 
BOOK. 
THE TROTTING HORSE OF AMERICA; 
HOW TO TRAIN AND DRIVE HIM; 

With R>miniscences of the Trotting Turf. A hand- 
some 12mo., with a splendid steel-plate portrait of 
Hiram Woodruff. Price, extra cloth, $2 25; half 
calf, $4; full calf, $5. 

The New York Tribune says: “This isa Master] 
Treatise dy the Master of his Profession—the ri nel 
product of 40 years’ experience in Handling, Train- 
ing, oy —_ Driving = Trotting Horse. There 

8 Do like it in an wage on the subject of 
which it treats.” vm ine 

Boner says in the Ledger: “It isa book for which 
EVERY MAK WHO OWNS A HORSE Ought to subseribe. 

he information which it contains is worth ten times 
ts cost.” For sale by all Booksellers. Single copies 
sent post-paid on —— of price by 
J.B. FORD & CO., Publishers, 
39 Park Row, New. York 


FRANCIS LOUTREL, 
Stationers, No. 45. Maiden. Lane, 


Steam Printers, and Manufadturers .of 
Patent Spring-Back Account Books. 
Diaries for 1870. 


All kinds of first-class Stationery, Writi 
Desks. Portfolios, Scrap Books, Expense 
Pocket Cutlery, Oards, Chessmen, 
Wallets, etc., etc., etc, 
gas everything in cnr line, and sell at lewest 
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Life Insuranee , for the ” Arey and 
Navy Without Extra Rates. 


ECONOMICAL 


MUTUAL 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY |e 


OF RHODE ISLAND. 
OFFICE, 
Cor. MARKET SQUARE and CANAL STREET 


PrROVIDENOSE. 


Capital, $200,000 00. 


SIMON 8. BUCKLIN, President. 
©. G. MoKNIGHT, Vice-President. 

Hon. ELIZUR WRIGHT, of Mass., Actuary. 
WILLIAM Y. POTTER, Secretary. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Major-General Amsross E. Burnsips, Governor of 
Rhode Island. 

Earu P. Mason, Earl P. Mason & Co. 

Hon. Witi1am Speacos, U. 8. Senator from R. I. 

Joun Carter Brown, Brown & Ives. 

Hon. Lewis Fatrsrorusr, North Providence. 

Simon 8. Buox.in, President. 

Hon. Henry B. Anruony, U. 8. Senator frem R. I 

Moses B. Locrwoop, A. D. Lockwood & Co. 

A. H. Oxtz, M. D., Providence. 

Ansa B. Dixs, Providence. 

Isaac H. Sovrnwick, President 
Nail Co. 

Horatio R. Niautincae, Cornett & Nightingale- 

ALEexanpDER Farnum, Merchant, Providence. 

Joserxu H. Bourn, Bourn & Co., Bankers, Providence 

Hon. James M. Penpueton, Westerly, K. I. 


HISTORY OF THE NEW YORK 


SEVENTH REGIMENT 
DURING THE WAR OF THE REBELLION ; 


With a Preliminary Chapter on the Origin and Early 
History of the Regiment; Summary of its History 
since the War ; and a 


ROLL OF HONOR, 


comprising brief Sketches of the Services rendered 
by members of the Regiment in the Army and Navy 
of the United States. 





By Wit. Swixtoy, A. M., 


Author of “Campaigns of the Army of the Potomac,’ 
ete. 


With 29 ILLUSTRATIONS, by Toomas Nasr. 


CONTENTS. 


I. ORIGIN OF THE SEVENTH REGI- 
MENT. 
II. THE S8UMMONS TO THE FIELD. 
ill. THE MARCH TO THE WAR. 
IV. THE NEW PATH. 
V. THE SEVENTH AT ANNAPOLIS. 
VL A DISPUTED COMMAND. 
VII. THE MARCH TO WASHINGTON. 
VIII. RESULTS OF THE MARCH. 
1X. THE SEVENTH IN THE CAPITOL. 
X. CAMP CAMERON. 
XI. THE SEVENTH IN VIRGINIA. 
XII. A MISSION ACCOMPLISHED. 
XIII. OFFERS OF SERVICE. 
XIV. THE BALTIMORE CAMPAIGN. 
XV. FORT FEDERAL HILL. 
XVI. THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN OF 1868 
XVII. AT FREDERICE. 
XVIII. THE DRAFT RIOTS. 
XIX. SINCE THE WAR. 


-merican Horse 


Providence. 
General Gzorcs Lewis Cooxz, Warren, R. I. 
Assert Datey, Albert Dailey & Co., Providence. 
O. G. McK stent, M. D., Providence. 
Joun Kenpriox, Providence. 
General Lyman B. Frizzz, Providence. 
HONORARY DIRECTORS. 
Commander R. W. Sxurg.ipr, U. 8. N 
Brevet Major-General Franx Wuearon, U.8. A. 
Brevet Major-General J. B. Molnrosa, U.8. A. 
Brevet Major-General Q. A. Gilmore, U. 8. A. 
REDUCED RATES. 

A CASH DIVIDEND IN HAND ie paid to 
Pélicy-holders, in the low charges which this com 
pany make for Insurance, amounting in some cases to 
25 per cent, 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


APPENDIX. 


I. Taz Marcu To WASHINGTON. 
lI. Taz Maryrianp Campaien. 


LIST OF PRINCIPAL ILLUSTRATIONS: 


Portrait or CoLone, MarsHary Lerrerts. 
Tue Maron Down Broapway. 

On Boarp tHe Boston. 

Opsninc THz Roap To WASHINGTON. 

Camp Cameron. 

Across Lone Braipce Tro Vireérnra. 

In THe TRENCHES. 

Ar Freperics. 

Portrait or Coroner Emmons Ciarx. 


ADVANTAGES PECULIAR TO THIS UOM- 
PANY. 


POLICIES NON-FORFEITABLE. 
DIVIDENDS IN CASH ANNUALLY. 


Brance Orrices—No. 10 Wall street, New York 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Louisville 8t. 
Louis, Cincinnati, Chicago, Boston. 

Rersrences—Duncan, Sherman & Co.; Hoyt 
Sprague Co. 


JOSEPH THOMSON, 


(Late Richardson, Spence & Thomson,) 


MERCHANT TAILOR. 


470 BROADWAY, Pacific Bank Build’g 
NEW YORE. 
GENTLEMEN’S!DRESS and UNIFORMS for OF- 
FICERS of the Argmy and Navy; directions for 
measuring sent by mail. A choice selection of fashion- 

able goods always on haad. 

Prices iow, and reduced with the cost of material 
and labor. 

Refere, by permission, to the proprietors of this 
journal. 


In one elegant octavo volume, printed on tinted pa- 
per, and handsomely bound. Price $5. 

Subscription books are open at the Regimental 
Headquarters, and at the New York Agency of the 
Publishers, No. 713 Broadway. 





FIELDS, OSGOOD & CO., Publishers, 
New York and Boston 








FFICERS’ PAY ACCOUNTS CASHED 
Bs SQUIER, broker, 215 F street, Wash- 


fers to Jay Cooke & Co., Bankers 


EPEATING FIRE-ARMS. 


THE WINCHESTER REPEATING ARMS CO., 
having bought all the Patent Rights, Machinery, 
Tools, Fixtures and Finished Arms, of the late 
SPENCER REPEATING RIFLE CO., are pre- 
ared to receive orders for the manufacture of the 
pencer Repeating Fire Arms, or the Winchester Re- 
peating Arms,in large quantities, and we offer for 


in 











The celebrated IMITATION eoLD HUNTING 





WATCHES. “Collins Metal!” (Improved Oroide). 

These justly celebrated Watches have been so/ dle, viz: 
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BENT & BUSH, 


ESTABLISHED 1823, 


» Would call the attention of the OFFICERS of the U. 8, Army and Navy, Revenue and Marine ‘Corps, to our large, fresh, and elegant stock of 


Epaulets, Swords, Sashes, Belts, Straps, Laces, 


BUTTONS, CORDS, SHOULDER-KNOTS, AND MILITARY AND NAVAL TRIMMINGS OF ALL KINDS. 


WE MAKE THE MANUFACTURE OF 
ARMY AND NAVY CAPS A SPECIALTY. 


and are confident that an examination will convince all that our Caps are the BEST MANUFACTURED IN THE UNITED STATES. 
Remember! We use PURE INDIGO BLUE BROADCLOTH, which will not FADE or SHRINK. ° 
Rememb er! Instead of paste-board in the top of our Army Cap, we use LEATHER, JAPANNED on BOTHSIDES. Consequently the 
topsare IMPERVIOUS to WATER, and will not WARP out of shape. 
Remember! Our Caps are faithfully and strongly sewed, and will never rip. 


In addition to wearing well, our Cap sets gracefully on the head, and preserves a trim stylish appearance till worn out. We have during the past 
year sold over 12,000 of them to Sergeants and Privates in the Regular Army, and have yet to hear the first complaint in regard to them. 
In order to make it an object for parties to interest themselves in the sale of our Caps we hereby offer to the person sending us orders— 
FOR THE LARGEST NUMBER OF CAPS during the year—commencing January 1, 1870—$100 IN GOLD 














~ 





FOR THE SECOND LARGEST ORDER - - _’_ «45 IN GOLD 
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In addition to the above prizes, the parties ordering Caps will make from fifty cents to a dollar profit on each C ap. 


Our Wholesale Price is $30 per dozen, including Cover; $24 per dozen, without Cover, 
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HORSTMANN, BROTHERS & CO., 


FIFTH AND CHERRYSTS., PHILADELPHIA, 


HORSTMANN BROS. & ALLIEN, 


540 BROADWAY, NEW YORK; 17 RUE PARADIS POISSONNIERE, PARIS 
MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF 


MILITARY AND NAVAL GOODS. 
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